Week of July 7, 2018
Match of the Week: Mustafa Ali vs. Buddy Murphy: No Disqualification Match - WWE 205 Live, July 3
The story coming into this contest was that Mustafa Ali and Buddy Murphy were tied one win apiece and they were looking to settle their score the only way possible: in a No Disqualification stipulation. It was all action straight from the get-go with Ali taking the fight to Murphy and refusing to back down. They also made amazing use of the extreme environment by incorporating weapons into the mix and pulling off some spots that had my jaw on the floor. Ali's victory was a fitting way to conclude the feud with the matchup summing up what the new 205 Live stands for.
Superstar of the Week: Team Hell No
One week into their reunion, Team Hell No was already back to bickering at the start of SmackDown Live this past week, in typical Team Hell No fashion. However, it was apparent in their main event match against The Usos that their differences are what make them an even stronger unit. Not only was it a very good match, Daniel Bryan and Kane proved they were still on the same page five years removed from their last matchup as a tandem. With their win, they ensured that The Usos will not join their SmackDown Tag Team Championship clash at Extreme Rules.
Show of the Week: WWE 205 Live, July 3
As I've said time and time again, if you aren't tuning into 205 Live on a regular basis, you are doing yourself a major disservice. The show is infinitely better than it once was, featuring feuds that capture my attention and matches that are among the best of 2018 so far. This week's episode was no exception as Mustafa Ali and Buddy Murphy contested a Match of the Year candidate in the main event, Noam Dar returned and knocked off a whiny TJP, and Lio Rush cut a impressive promo targeting Akira Tozawa. The Cruiserweight division is firing on all cylinders at the moment.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Roman Reigns and Seth Rollins vs. Dolph Ziggler and Drew McIntyre: I've actually card much more about the Rollins vs. Ziggler feud so far than I thought I would, probably because the matches have been so good. This was another entertaining encounter from the four Superstars that had a nice energy and a smart finish that protected both teams in addition to setting up Reigns' second match of the night with The Revival. Reigns and McIntyre mixing it up made me excited to see them go one-on-one eventually because I think it could be a blast, while Rollins and Ziggler are bound to steal the show at Extreme Rules.
· Jeff Hardy vs. The Miz: These two have always worked well together, so I was happy to see Miz answer the Independence Day U.S. Open this week. Sure, the open challenge gimmick has been done to death by this point, but if the matches are as enjoyable as this one was, I can't complain. I found their last encounter in early May to be a bit better, but this was still solid and I appreciated that it had a clean finish. For those wondering, Miz will be missing Extreme Rules next Sunday, so he might be off WWE TV until then.
· SAnitY attacks The New Day: I was not happy in the slightest last week when SAnitY lost their debut match to Hardy and The Usos on SmackDown Live. It just seemed stupid and didn't give me high hopes for their future on the blue brand. Thankfully, they got back on track this week by interrupting New Day's silly pancake eating contest and laying out all three members of the group. I'm fine with that feud because it could hopefully give SAnitY a string of victories that would establish them as a threat to be reckoned with on the roster. The follow-up to this angle is paramount, though.
· Velveteen Dream vs. Chris Dijak: What appeared to be a simple squash match for Dream on paper turned into an excellent outing and a breakthrough performance for the newcomer Dijak. I say "newcomer," yet Dijak has been under contract to NXT since late last year. He also shined against Ricochet back in June, so it's clear the company sees him for the star he is and is allowing him to have strong showings without winning. He has plenty of untapped potential.
· Johnny Gargano vs. EC3: I would have been content with this being saved for an eventual TakeOver special, but at least it made for a great main event for NXT TV on Wednesday night. Gargano continues to evolve as a character and it's amazing to watch. Here, he was more aggressive than usual and even came across as unhinged at times, stopping at nothing to ensure EC3 ate defeat. Speaking of which, I'm not worried about EC3 suffering a singles loss this early into this NXT tenure if only because I'm sure there's a bigger plan for him in place. He's a talented dude and he'll work his way to NXT Championship contention without being undefeated. He just needs a real rivalry first.
This Week's Low Points
· Braun Strowman vs. Kevin Owens: Obviously, there's nothing I can say about the match because it really wasn't a match at all. It went all of a minute before Owens intentionally got himself counted out. I had no problem with that because it saves their matchup for Extreme Rules. Rather, the reason this is in the "Low Points" column is because of the post-match angle where Strowman pushed Owens over the side of the stage in a portable toilet. I'm sure it made a few people laugh (including Vince McMahon), but I found it to be dumb more than anything else. I'm still not sure what Owens did to deserve this abuse from Strowman.
· Roman Reigns and Bobby Lashley vs. The Revival: What was the point of having Reigns compete twice in one night? As previously noted, his first match was a treat, whereas this was a waste of time, especially when you consider how we just saw Reigns and Lashley vs. The Revival for the past two weeks on Raw. This might have been their weakest encounter yet and the non-finish was lame. The Revival once again left Reigns looking up at the lights, but the focus was on Lashley walking out on Reigns. That said, he had every right to.
· Sasha Banks and Bayley go to counseling: Bayley attacking Banks last week was one of the hottest segments either woman has been involved in this year. Unfortunately, it didn't take WWE long to ruin any interest I had in the feud by making them go to counseling. I absolutely love Dr. Shelby and was ecstatic to see him back, but this was the wrong role for him. Shelby was perfect for the comedy with Team Hell No in 2012, whereas the approach to this angle should be more serious. None of these segments did anything to make me care more about their story than I did before.
· Finn Balor and Baron Corbin: Since the multi-man main event at Extreme Rules isn't happening anymore, I guess WWE felt it was appropriate to put Balor and Corbin in a feud of their own instead. On one hand, I'm glad Balor is in a story of some kind, but then again, this isn't engaging whatsoever. Corbin as the "Constable" of Raw hardly makes his character more compelling and their mediocre verbal exchange on Monday night was proof of that. Balor deserves better than this.
· Asuka vs. James Ellsworth: Truth be told, I wasn't looking forward to this going in, but part of me was excited to see if Asuka would destroy Ellsworth in glorious fashion. Well, the match basically consisted of Ellsworth dodging Asuka for a minute or so before running off, causing the contest to end in a double count-out. Carmella then attacked Asuka. WWE is trying to position Asuka as the underdog in this program, but it isn't working out too well. Her appeal in NXT and early on in her main roster run was that she'd annihilate people left and right, not be made to look like a loser more often than not. If nothing else, Becky Lynch is being built up at the moment, hopefully to go for the gold at SummerSlam.
