Week of July 9, 2016
Match of the Week: The Revival vs. American Alpha: 2-out-of-3 Falls NXT Tag Team Championship Match - NXT, July 6
Their first two matches at TakeOver: Dallas and TakeOver: The End, respectively, were among the best bouts of the year thus far, and I will go so far as to say that the rubber match, contested under 2-out-of-3 Falls rules, from this past week's NXT was better than them both. My biggest gripe with these type of matches is that the first two falls are quickly blown through, but that was far from the case here as The Revival and American Alpha battled for well over 20 minutes before Jason Jordan and Chad Gable could score the first fall by submission. Revival followed suit with a submission fall of their own, and that was when the pace really started to pick up. Despite a valiant effort from the former champs, Revival retained the titles. Revival and American Alpha have brought back the magic of tag team wrestling through their series of classic contests. 

Superstar of the Week: Zack Ryder
Did you ever expect to see Zack Ryder named the "Superstar of the Week" in 2016? Probably not, and truth be told, I didn't either, despite how I've been a "broski" for as long as he has been The Long Island Iced Z. But he really made his mark on the wrestling world this past week, first by leading Team USA to victory in the main event of the Fourth of July Raw alongside Big Show. As cool of a moment as it was for him, many fans figured it would merely be a one-off, similar to his short-lived Intercontinental Championship reign from WrestleMania 32. However, he proved the naysayers wrong by following it up with an impressive victory over former WWE World Heavyweight Champion Sheamus on SmackDown. Okay, so he was demolished by Rhyno on NXT on Wednesday night, but other than that, he had a pretty good week! 

Show of the Week: WWE NXT, July 6
For a holiday week, WWE had a strong series of shows in the past seven days, all of which I enjoyed for different reasons. I realize the majority was split on Monday's Raw, and although I was thoroughly entertained by the three hours, you have to remember that it fell on the Fourth of July. Anyone expecting a home run of an episode was bound to be disappointed, but that was their own fault. Even if you didn't like most of Raw, you were treated to two excellent episodes of NXT and SmackDown. Both shows were so great that it was extremely difficult for me to settle on just one as the "Show of the Week," but I ultimately went with NXT simply because of its one hour format. Nothing too much of consequence occurred on the blue brand this week, whereas NXT was filled with memorable moments from start to finish. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· John Cena and The Club: Needless to say, I had high hopes coming into this rivalry given the two icons involved, but they have definitely delivered a phenomenal program thus far and this past week's segment on Raw was pure proof of that. As fitting of a face as AJ Styles is, he appears to be having significantly more fun as a heel, and I can't blame him. The "Beat up John Cena!" shtick was hilarious and one can only hope they don't run it into the ground going forward. Adding Enzo Amore and Big Cass to the mix was a wise move as well, as it should help them get to the next level in WWE and eventually to WWE Tag Team Championship status.
· Charlotte and Sasha Banks: The feud between these two has been developing at a solid rate so far, but it was in need of an extra something I felt. Well, we got just that this week on Raw in the form of their tremendous talking segment. It isn't often we hear from the women in the middle of the ring, and we received some stellar character development from both Charlotte and Banks with The Boss explaining what her nickname is all about. This is the most excited I've been for a WWE Women's Championship match since WrestleMania 32.
· Sami Zayn vs. Chris Jericho: I've enjoyed every encounter Zayn and Jericho have had this year and their latest outing on SmackDown was no exception. They have such awesome chemistry together and the dynamic they have is excellent. To top it all off, Kevin Owens (coming off the breakout performance he had in the food fight on Monday night) was absolutely hysterical on commentary. Zayn winning was the icing on the cake, followed by Owens laying out his adversary afterward. In so many words, this feud has been fantastic and for it to take center stage on SmackDown this week was refreshing.
· Bayley vs. Alexa Bliss: If you compare Bliss' matches from today to those she had when she first arrived on the NXT scene, it's almost like night and day. She has improved immensely as an in-ring competitor and working with more seasoned talent such as Bayley will only help her. This was one of the best bouts I've seen from the women on NXT TV in some time, and the post-match face-off between Bayely and Nia Jax effectively built toward their eventual rematch.
· Rhyno returns: I will openly admit to "marking out" when Rhyno showed up on NXT because I didn't at all seeing it coming. How it didn't leak online beforehand I have no idea, or perhaps it just wasn't seen as a big deal. I guess it wasn't to the masses, but he successfully rejuvenated his career during his last run with the company in 2015, so I'm happy he's back. More importantly, he abruptly ended a tag team match between The Hype Bros and Blake and Murphy that no one wanted to see, so that was a plus. Speaking of whom, why are Blake and Murphy still teaming together? Didn't they already break up? Does anyone honestly care?
This Week's Low Points
· Team USA vs. Team World: I tried to enjoy this match to the best of my ability, and there were certainly parts I got a kick out of, but overall, it was total throwaway. Just the idea of it was exactly something you would expect to see on a holiday episode of Raw. I loved Zack Ryder scoring the upset victory, but everything else was a train wreck. For example, why did Kevin Owens get disqualified for hitting his own teammate with a chair? Moreover, why did Kane get disqualified for hitting Owens with a chair after he had already been eliminated? Sami Zayn and Owens furthered their feud in fun fashion, but that's about the best thing I can say about this contest.
· Seth Rollins vs. Dolph Ziggler: From an in-ring standpoint, this was a very good match, but otherwise, it didn't serve much of a purpose. I would reckon to guess Rollins and Ziggler have had no less than a thousand matches over the past two years, and Rollins has probably won almost all of them. Ziggler hasn't meant anything in ages, so since the ending outcome was never in doubt, it didn't do much good for Rollins. Yes, I'll take a clean win by a heel when I can, but I truly hope these two are separated by the Brand Split.
· The Golden Truth vs. The Vaudevillians: I have ranted on The Golden Truth time and time again the past, so I'll give you a break this week by not complaining about them per se, but The Vaudevillians losing to them was just sad. Truthfully speaking, they fared better than I thought they would when they came to the main roster a few months ago, but it has been all downhill for them since their loss to The New Day at Extreme Rules. They can be a decent act in the tag team division if they aren't looked at as losers, but coming up short in meaningless two minute matches against The Golden Truth won't do them any favors.
· Vickie Guerrero returns: This wasn't a major miss not was it a bad segment by any means, but I personally didn't care for it because I could do without seeing the Vickie character on WWE TV ever again. I'm sure it was a thrill for her to be back after two years away and no one was better at eliciting heat than her, but her shtick was so played out at the end of her run that it still feels like it hasn't been long enough. Thankfully, this appeared to be a one-off for the former general manager.
· No UFC 200 hype on Raw: No, WWE posting a bunch of UFC-produced videos on their YouTube channel in the latter half of the week doesn't count. I always find it funny that WWE outright says they don't think UFC are competition, yet they don't want to acknowledge them on their own programing. All right, so they will bring up the organization when it fits their narrative, but never to promote one of their events. Announcing Lesnar's SummerSlam opponent so far in advance was an interesting way of capitalizing off The Beast's buzz, but WWE missed a major opportunity by not promoting Lesnar's UFC 200 fight in any form on Monday night's Raw.
