Week of June 13, 2015
Match of the Week: Kevin Owens vs. Neville - Raw, June 8
In a week that was short on exceptional in-ring action, it wasn't difficult to choose the latest Match of the Week. Needless to say, Kevin Owens has been ripping it up since coming over to the main roster and it was a treat to see him in action for the first time on Raw this week. Although I was hoping Neville would challenge John Cena to a rematch for the United States Championship, I can't say I was too distraught to settle for another excellent outing from Owens and Neville. They've had their battles on NXT in the past, but with this being their initial clash in front of the Raw audience, they were able to fully showcase their skills and prove to the world why they are indeed the future of this industry. "The New Sensation" always works best when he's up against the odds and is battling someone much larger than him, hence why he and Owens were the perfect opponents. He came close to securing victory and taking home the title on a few occasions, but ultimately all it took was one beautifully executed Pop-up Powerbomb from the NXT champ to put Neville away. 

Superstar of the Week: Roman Reigns
Before we get into the impressive week Roman Reigns is coming off, I think it's appropriate to look at how much he's improved both in the ring and on the mic since WrestleMania 31. He was catching a ton of flack from fans going into that event because he wasn't perceived as being "ready" (and trust me, he wasn't), but he's come a long way in the last several months. Sure, it's pretty obvious that he'll be walking out of Columbus as the new Mr. Money in the Bank, but he's also the most logical choice to win it. He's been riding a wave of momentum as of late with this past week being a prime example. After knocking off WWE Tag Team Champion Kofi Kingston in singles action on Raw, he repeated the feat days later on SmackDown by pinning Kingston to lead his team to victory. Will it be third time's the charm at Money in the Bank? 

Show of the Week: Monday Night Raw, June 8
Honestly, there was a clear-cut winner this week when it comes to the Show of the Week, as you could choose any of them and it wouldn't matter. And it's not because all three shows (Raw, SmackDown and NXT) were equally excellent; rather, each of them were mediocre at best. With Money in the Bank this Sunday, you would think Raw and SmackDown would have done a better job of hyping the pending pay-per-view, but alas, they didn't. As of NXT, it wasn't a bad edition this week per se, but by NXT standards, it wasn't anything worth going out of your way to see. Of the three shows, I'd certainly say Raw was the most successful in making me excited for Money in the Bank. The middle of the show featured decent hype for the event, but the best parts of the show came at the beginning and at the end. Everything featuring John Cena, Kevin Owens and Neville was excellent while the Handicap match between Seth Rollins and J&J Security was fun for what it was. Money in the Bank never ceases to deliver, so I'm looking forward to another strong show. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Seth Rollins vs. J&J Security: While I was extraordinarily high on this match, it still made for one of the better parts of Raw this past week. J&J Security are awesome in their roles as scrappy henchmen, and despite portraying heels for the last several months, the fans took to them in their match against Rollins. I was surprised at how much offense they ended up getting in and even more surprised they scored the huge upset victory over the WWE World Heavyweight Championship. And no, I don't consider that a "burial" of Rollins or the title but rather a clever way of shocking the audience while protecting the champ via a distraction from Dean Ambrose at ringside.
· Roman Reigns vs. Kofi Kingston: There wasn't anything overly special about the match, but in addition to Kevin Owens vs. Neville, it was the only other match from Raw I thoroughly enjoyed. Perhaps it has to due with Reigns not facing Big Show or Kane for the millionth time and instead going up against fresh faces. This was the first time Reigns and Kingston have gone one-on-one and they had an interesting dynamic in working together. Some would say the match didn't need to go as long as it did because the outcome was never in doubt, but wrestling-wise, it was quite good.
· Seth Rollins vs. Dolph Ziggler: Are these two capable of delivering anything less than a great match? Sure, we've seen them face each other countless times in the past year, but I can't complain about an extremely well-wrestled match with suspenseful near-falls down the stretch. I was also a fan of the finish as well that saw Rollins pull the tights of Ziggler to pick up the win. It gave the WWE World Heavyweight Champion a much-needed victory while also protecting Ziggler in defeat, so this was nicely booked all around.
· Ryback vs. The Miz: It's refreshing to have an Intercontinental champion that doesn't lose meaningless matches that aren't over the title. Ryback is the perfect guy to be holding the strap in that respect. He and Miz contested a solid match on SmackDown that continued Ryback's strong momentum heading into his title defense against Big Show at money in the Bank, though I wish they were doing more with Miz at the moment. However, why have Ryback execute the Shell Shocked to Show on Raw?
· Samoa Joe vs. Scott Dawson: Joe's in-ring debut on NXT wasn't anything outstanding, but with it being the first time seeing him compete in a WWE ring, that alone made it feel special. Dawson sold well for Joe's offense and the quick showcase established Joe as a legitimate badass right out of the gate. What I loved most about this was how it didn't seem like Joe was any different than he was in TNA; he was essentially the same competitor. Thus, kudos to Triple H or whoever's calling the shots backstage. Furthermore, the post-match back-and-forth between Joe and Kevin Owens on the mic has me highly anticipating their encounter next week.
This Week's Low Points
· Dusty Rhodes passes away: I was absolutely shocked and saddened upon hearing the news Thursday and still slightly rattled by it. It seems like there's always at least one wrestling legend that leaves us too soon every year, and this year it unfortunately had to be Dusty Rhodes. You don't need me to tell you the legendary legacy he leaves behind, but it's sad to see him go. On the bright side, the amazing amount of support I've seen from fans both inside and outside the wrestling world has been overwhelming and I'm sure The American Dream would have wanted that. He dined and wined with kings and queens, but Dusty will forever live on in our hearts!
· Sheamus vs. Randy Orton: I didn't understand why WWE did this match the first time around last week, but for them to book a rematch between them for this week's Raw was even more mind-boggling. While I enjoy Orton and Sheamus on their own and believe they're both doing some of the best work of their respective careers right now, their chemistry together is beyond boring. You could just feel the apathy from the live crowd during this match. The non-finish was also irritating considering we saw the same thing last week. If you want to protect both guys, why bother booking the bout at all?
· Nikki Bella vs. Summer Rae: My thoughts on the sad state the Divas division is currently in are well-documented, but this was fairly aggravating to watch. In doing "Twin Magic" last week, I assumed The Bella Twins were officially heels, but that wasn't made clear on this week's Raw. Nikki acted like a babyface at times during this match and then as a heel at other times. All the while, Summer doesn't have an established character, either, so as a result, no one cared. That's why I fear the Divas title match on Sunday will fail miserably.
· King Barrett vs. Jack Swagger: The match between Barrett and Swagger was relatively solid and I was glad Barrett scored the win, but everything else about this was a total disaster. I'll admit it: R-Truth's antics on Raw were humorous, but there is no reason for him to be feuding with (and beating) someone with as much promise as Barrett, who has been largely underutilized for some time now. Needless to say, I couldn't care less about their upcoming matchup on the Kickoff show at Money in the Bank.
· Baron Corbin vs. Angelo Dawkins: I was among those that thought Corbin could be a big time player in WWE upon his NXT debut late last year, but I've unfortunately been proven wrong. Maybe there is more to his in-ring repertoire that we haven't seen yet, but he's been here nine months. Nine months! And we still haven't seen anything other than punches, kicks and basic moves from him. Worse yet, we're forced to sit through squash matches of his every week, and he hasn't shown any signs of improvement either in the ring, on the mic or as a character. At what point do the officials throw their hands in the air and stop trying to push him?
