WEEK OF JUNE 14, 2014
MATCH OF THE WEEK: SETH ROLLINS VS. DOLPH ZIGGLER - MAIN EVENT, JUNE 10
It was almost exactly a year ago that Dolph Ziggler lost his World Heavyweight Championship to Alberto Del Rio at the Payback pay-per-view and he hasn't been the same since. He's been marginalized as a midcard talent and has been bouncing around from forgettable feud after feud, but one thing that hasn't changed about Ziggler has been his amazing abilities in the ring. He and Rollins had a good match on last week's SmackDown, so there was no doubt that their rematch on WWE this past Tuesday would be any different. The match ultimately exceeded expectations with its entertaining action and suspenseful near-falls near the end. It was rather obvious that Ziggler wasn't coming out on the winning end, but he still looked strong in defeat. It was a nice win for Rollins, who is still establishing himself as a growing top-tier heel. Ziggler deserves better than to be an enhancement talent, but at least he continues to have must-see matches every single week. 

SUPERSTAR OF THE WEEK: BO DALLAS
Bo Dallas has been flourishing as a heel since turning on NXT last summer, but his heel persona had a hard time transitioning over to the main roster. What made the character so special on NXT was that the Full Sail University crowd grew tired of him after awhile. The WWE Universe wasn't ready for that and aside from a rocky first few weeks, it seems as if Dallas has finally found his footing. He scored a victory over Xavier Woods on Raw before extending his winning ways to SmackDown against R-Truth. His antics during Truth's were downright hilarious, but not nearly as funny as his outburst on NXT this week following his loss to Sami Zayn. It was by far the funniest segment WWE has done in recent memory, and it wasn't even on one of the main shows! 

SHOW OF THE WEEK: WWE NXT, JUNE 12
I'm pretty sure this has been said time and time again over the last year or so but if you're not already watching NXT on a regular basis, start immediately. In fact, start with this week's episode. It was the best wrestling show of any kind over the course of the week and it wasn't even close. Raw and SmackDown weren't bad by any means, but the product is so stale as a whole at the moment that it's hard to get excited about anything being featured that doesn't involve The Shield. NXT, on the other hand, has been consistently entertaining for the longest time and the June 12 edition was pure proof of that. Bo Dallas being escorted out of the arena by campus security was worth watching the show alone, but the main event that saw Adrian Neville defend his NXT Championship against Tyson Kidd in a Takeover rematch was also terrific. It left me looking forward to what's next for the brand and how they could possibly top what they've been doing these last few weeks. 

OTHER NOTABLE HIGHLIGHTS AND LOW POINTS
THIS WEEK'S HIGHLIGHTS
· The Authority announcements: It saddens me to see Daniel Bryan stripped of the WWE World Heavyweight Championship after winning it in such grandiose fashion in the main event of WrestleMania 30, but it's simply what had to be done. Bryan's injury is apparently worse than expected and he can't risk doing further damage to his neck by returning ahead of schedule. Putting the title up for grabs in the Money in the Bank Ladder match later this month was a nice hook for the pay-per-view and a smart business move.
· Sheamus vs. Bad News Barrett: These two always have great matches against each other, so it was no surprise their latest encounter on Raw was yet another gem. Their awesome chemistry disallows them from having a bad match together. As entertaining as the action was, I will say I was disappointed by the fact that the champion vs. championship aspect of this bout didn't mean more. It was played up on SmackDown several weeks ago, but it was basically forgotten about in their rematch on Raw.
· Seth Rollins interview: Rollins has never been the strongest mic worker, so for WWE officials to have enough in him to go out to the ring and cut an elongated promo without Triple H or Randy Orton by his side was encouraging. The logic of his heel turn wasn't all there, but he tried his best and made the most of the material given to him to work with. His delivery was fairly good and all of his interactions with The Shield this week were great. Regardless of what his role will be at Money in the Bank, I'm still intrigued by Rollins right now and I hope to God WWE doesn't screw up his push.
· Sheamus vs. Cesaro: Similar to Sheamus and Barrett, it's nearly impossible for Sheamus and Cesaro to have a bad match together. I enjoyed their Payback rematch on SmackDown and both guys played their parts well. Cesaro getting the victory leads me to believe that their feud isn't over yet and he'll be receiving another shot at the United States Championship at some point in the near future, but that remains to be seen.
· Dean Ambrose vs. Bray Wyatt: Ambrose, in my opinion, has been heavily overshadowed during his time in The Shield both in the ring and on the mic. Now that Rollins has finally broken away from them, Ambrose has the opportunity to shine in both areas. His promos on Raw and SmackDown were both tremendous and this match with Wyatt was his best singles outing to date. The psychology between the two competitors off the charts and WWE did a nice job of protecting Ambrose in defeat by having him lose via interference from Rollins at ringside.
· Adrian Neville vs. Tyson Kidd: Neville and Kidd set the bar for NXT title matches with their clash at NXT Takeover and they managed to surpass it with their rematch this past week. The action was equally enjoyable as it was the first time, but what it made stand out over the Takeover contest was the story told. Kidd made it clear that he'd go to great lengths to ensure he'd win the title, but Natalya prevented him from cheating. Kidd's slow-burning heel turn has been very well handled and I'm excited for what's in store for both Kidd and Neville going forward.
THIS WEEK'S LOW POINTS
· WWE releases: Has there ever been a time where so many talents were released within the course of a day? Many of them were expected, but it still sucks to see anyone out of a job. The most surprising of all of them had to be Drew McIntyre. I had hopes of him breaking away from 3MB and embarking on a face turn, but that obviously didn't come to fruition. On the plus side, though, 3MB is no more. In all seriousness, I wish all of them the best in their future endeavors.
· Paige vs. Alicia Fox: The problem wasn't the match itself. If anything, I was surprised it went as long as it did. The real problem with it was that it had no story, and therefore no one cared. I'm a big fan of Paige and Fox has been doing well in this role she's been given lately, but they still have no back story. Why not allow one of them to cut a promo on the other or something? Fox's meltdowns have already grown tiresome by this point and they won't salvage the dying Divas division.
· Jack Swagger vs. Santino Marella: Okay, I get it: this match was intended to be filler. But that doesn't mean it isn't a low point. Swagger couldn't mean any less right now and Santino is a glorified jobber, so what was the point? If SmackDown was any indication, then they might be headed toward a Swagger and Rusev feud. That has the potential to be good, but he lost his match on SmackDown, so it isn't like this win over Santino was WWE's way of beginning to build him back up. It served its purpose of killing time but there are better ways of doing that than this.
· Adam Rose vs. Fandango: I feared the day this match would ultimately come to light. It's a battle of the undercard comedy gimmicks, but thankfully, this didn't appear to be the start of a feud between the two. It served as a background for the progressing Summer Rae and Layla, which I also couldn't care less for. It's a rivalry between two heels. How has WWE not realized that yet? Until they do, I won't care for anything either of them do to each other.
· Alicia Fox vs. Aksana: Similar to the Raw match between Fox and Paige, this match had no story. To make matters worse, it was a complete train wreck of a match. Aksana is atrocious in the ring and putting her against Fox was not a smart idea. I get that it was a follow-up to what happened on Raw between the two, but I still feel it was unnecessary. Would anyone really have cared if Aksana wasn't written off TV after being released this past week? I didn't think so.
· Colin Cassady vs. Sylvester LeFort: I enjoy both of these acts and the match wasn't technically terrible, but it was nothing more than a glorified squash match for Cassady. Cassady, while charismatic, has shown little to no improvement in the ring in recent months, so I can see why officials are reluctant to push him in anything meaningful. On a positive note, this match saw the debut of LeFort's new tag team partner Simon Gotch. I surely hope this leads to the return of Enzo Amore sooner rather than later. The dwindling tag team division in NXT at the moment could surely use more tandems and Cassady is better off teaming with Amore anyway.
