Week of June 16, 2018
Match of the Week: Pete Dunne vs. Kyle O'Reilly: WWE United Kingdom Championship Match - NXT, June 13
Pete Dunne's year-long reign as WWE United Kingdom Champion has seen him defend the strap in some stellar matches, but one of his greatest title defenses to date came on this week's edition against Kyle O'Reilly. Ahead of O'Reilly's NXT Tag Team Championship match against Oney Lorcan and Danny Burch this coming weekend at TakeOver, he attempted to add more gold to his arsenal here and put forth an outstanding effort. The faithful at Full Sail University was electric for this from start to finish and left me highly anticipating an eventual rematch between the two. 

Superstar of the Week: Lars Sullivan
Several Superstars are riding a wave of momentum heading into NXT TakeOver: Chicago, but I'd argue that no one has been on more of a hot streak lately than Lars Sullivan. Sure, he has had his sights set on the NXT Championship for a while now, but his complete annihilation of current champ Aleister Black has truly established him as a threat  to the title. Take this past Wednesday for example. Sullivan not only took the fight to Black, he laid him out with the Freak Accident three times before taunting his TakeOver opponent with his own title belt. 

Show of the Week: WWE NXT, June 13
Although I'll be in attendance for Money in the Bank this Sunday in Chicago, I can't help but feel that WWE did nothing to get me more excited for the pay-per-view than I already was with this week's editions of Raw and SmackDown Live. The build to the event left a lot to be desired, whereas I'm extremely hyped for TakeOver: Chicago the night before. Wednesday's NXT did a hell of a job of setting the stage for the show with a terrific title match, multiple wrestlers getting showcased, and some awesome video packages spliced in. All in all, a very enjoyable hour of wrestling. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Braun Strowman vs. Finn Balor vs. Kevin Owens vs. Bobby Roode: I know I am far from the only one who is ready for the Money in the Bank build to conclude just so we can stop getting multi-man matches that don't mean anything. That said, this was a fantastic Fatal 4-Way match. I liked the story that was told over the course of the evening with Owens, Balor and Roode conspiring against Strowman, and even then, it wasn't enough to stop The Monster Among Men. I would assume Strowman's victory means that he won't be winning Money in the Bank, but either way, this was a top-notch main event.
· Sasha Banks vs. Alexa Bliss vs. Ember Moon vs. Natalya: I enjoyed the men's four-way slightly more, but this was still strong and a nice way to open the in-ring portion of Raw. Although she didn't emerge victorious, Moon had a breakout performance and I see big things in her future if WWE can stay the course with her. I was fully expecting Bliss to pin an "injured" Natalya and steal the win, but it was actually the other way around. Similar to Strowman, that makes me skeptical of Natalya capturing the briefcase on Sunday.
· Daniel Bryan vs. Shelton Benjamin: I actually saw these two go one-on-one at an independent wrestling show in October 2010, and here they are clashing on SmackDown Live eight years later. I can tell you that both bouts were extremely entertaining and that their in-ring chemistry is off the charts. I'd love to see more of Benjamin on SmackDown because the guy really is a great hand. Anyway, this served its purpose in giving Bryan a bit of a momentum boost ahead of his outing against Big Cass at Money in the Bank, which I doubt will be as exciting.
· Shinsuke Nakamura vs. Jeff Hardy: I've read rumors that Hardy could be suffering from some sort of nerve injury at the moment, and if true, that's a massive shame because he has been delivering in almost every match he has been a part of recently. Nevertheless, this was a quality contest while it lasted. The non-finish didn't bother me because Hardy shouldn't be losing another non-title match and Nakamura shouldn't be losing before his WWE Championship match on Sunday.
· Kalisto, Lince Dorado and Gran Metalik vs. Drew Gulak, The Brian Kendrick and Gentleman Jack Gallagher: The Lucha House Party have been such a breath of fresh air on 205 Live and can always be counted on for an exhilarating encounter. I've been digging their rivalry with Kendrick and Gallagher over the past month and adding Gulak to the mix was a smart move. Their six-man tag team match from Tuesday night had the perfect pace to it and all six stars had their time to shine. The finish with Dorado cheating to win was interesting, though. I doubt it leads to a heel turn, but as long as more matches between these trios are on the horizon, then consider me content.
This Week's Low Points
· Bobby Lashley and Sami Zayn: It sounds strange, but the segment with Lashley taking part in Zayn's obstacle course was the best (or just the most tolerable) interaction I've seen from them in weeks, but it was pretty bad compared to everything else on the show. WWE must really be devoid of ideas if they couldn't come up with anything better for either of these guys to do. I'm well aware that I come across like a broken record when I say this, but the Lashley vs. Zayn feud has been downright deplorable. Maybe their Money in the Bank bout will exceed expectations, but I'm just ready for this rivalry be over.
· The B-Team vs. Heath Slater and Rhyno: The story of The B-Team is that they couldn't win a match to save their lives, but now they're on an "undefeated streak." Despite that, their "feud" (if you can even call it that) with "Woken" Matt Hardy and Bray Wyatt has been lifeless. Their antics were entertaining for a week, but at this point, it simply feels like two jobbers are being positioned as Raw's most credible heel tag team. That's sad when you consider Dolph Ziggler and Drew Ziggler as well as The Authors of Pain are a part of that roster, too.
· Ronda Rousey and Nia Jax face-off: Is it just me or have all of the promos from Rousey and Jax during this program seemed scripted as hell? It's difficult to buy into anything they talk about as a result and I don't have high hopes for their match. Their latest Raw encounter was all right and Rousey proved she could tap Jax out with an armbar, but beyond that, it didn't leave me highly anticipating their championship clash. Plus, there's also the issue of whether Jax is a true babyface or not. That should've been addressed before the event because I have no incentive to cheer for her.
· 10-woman tag team match: The women taking center stage on SmackDown Live was cool as always, but it was your basic filler and had no real substance. Sure, all the women surrounded Asuka afterward and teased going after her if she wins the SmackDown Women's Championship from Carmella, but the actual match (while well-wrestled) was a lazy way to get to Sunday's women's Money in the Bank Ladder match and Asuka vs. Carmella. Consider this a minor "Low Point."
· AJ Styles interview: Similar to the 10-woman tag team match, this was a minor misfire as well, if only because it wasn't as effective as it could have been in building excitement for the WWE Championship matchup at Money in the Bank. In fact, I thought Shinsuke Nakamura vs. Jeff Hardy and the video package that preceded this segment did a better job of that. He mentioned the mind games Nakamura's been playing, but that was about it. Additionally, it was a waste of Jerry Lawler. Of course, his hometown crowd was happy to see him no matter what, but having him ask Styles a few throwaway questions was hardly worth it. If nothing else, this was kept short and sweet and didn't overstay its welcome.
