Week of June 17, 2017
Match of the Week: AJ Styles, Shinsuke Nakamura and Sami Zayn vs. Kevin Owens, Baron Corbin and Dolph Ziggler - SmackDown Live, June 13
Ahead of Sunday's Money in the Bank pay-per-view, each of the six Superstars set to take part in the men's Ladder match clashed in a chaotic six-man tag team match in the main event of SmackDown Live. Sure enough, they did not disappoint in delivering a very entertaining match. Although it started out slow and fell victim to the typical formulaic early goings of multi-man matches, they picked up the pace toward the end and it turned into a real treat. More importantly, it was a fun preview of what should an exhilarating Money in the Bank Ladder match. 

Superstar of the Week: Cedric Alexander
After sitting on the sidelines with an injury for a few months, Cedric Alexander has since returned and now rides a wave of momentum in the Cruiserweight division. He made his first appearance on Raw in a while on Monday night, making quick work of his old adversary Noam Dar and putting a merciful end to Alicia Fox's relentless bickering via FaceTime. The next night on 205 Live, he had similar success in his match with Ariya Daivari, setting back Dar at ringside before beating The Persian Lion. Is it only a matter of time before Alexander enters the title picture? 

Show of the Week: WWE SmackDown Live, June 13
I haven't seen a strong go-home show to a WWE pay-per-view in some time, and while this week's final edition of SmackDown Live before Money in the Bank was no different, it was a significantly better show than Raw as well as NXT (which mostly consisted of squash matches). The main event, as noted, was successful in showcasing the stars in Sunday's men's Money in the Bank Ladder match, and the confrontation between Jinder Mahal and Randy Orton even exceeded expectations. The blue brand hasn't been exactly killing it lately the same way it was months ago, but it's still been enjoyable. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Samoa Joe and Brock Lesnar brawl: There is no doubt in my mind that this was far and away the biggest and best highlight of Raw on Monday night. It's a shame WWE felt the need to get it out of the way early ahead of the basketball game that started in the second hour, because this really could have kept viewers hooked through the three hour program until the main event. Nevertheless, this was a ton of fun and brought back memories of the epic brawl Lesnar had with The Undertaker two years ago. It's only been one week and I'm already extremely excited for their Great Balls of Fire matchup.
· Sheamus and Cesaro vs. The Hardy Boyz: Yes, the double count-out finish in the third fall was extremely underwhelming, but the match itself was enjoyable. Honestly, I might not have included it in the "Highlights" section had the rest of Raw not been so mediocre in comparison. I wasn't a fan of how the first two falls were rushed in a matter of minutes, but the chemistry these two teams have is strong enough that the work they did made up for it. I assume we're in for yet another outing between them at the next pay-per-view.
· Randy Orton and Jinder Mahal: Shockingly enough, Orton and Mahal knocked it out of the park with their confrontation on SmackDown Live. Thankfully, it was less of a face-to-face confrontation and more of a hit-and-run from Orton. I've noted several times in recent weeks how this WWE Championship feud has done very little for me, but this was an excellent way to head into their championship clash on Sunday. Here's hoping it will reach its conclusion at Money in the Bank and Mahal (assuming he retains) can then move on to new challengers.
· Charlotte Flair vs. Natalya: It's interesting that this match has been done to death in the past three years, yet it felt fresh again on Tuesday because they had been separated by the Brand Split for close to a year. Additionally, it's no secret that they work well against each other and they produced a pretty good match in their latest encounter. Charlotte is currently my pick to walk away with the women's briefcase, while it's a shame Natalya doesn't mean more than she does.
· Asuka vs. Nikki Cross vs. Ruby Riot: Although these three contested a solid match at NXT TakeOver: Chicago, it was still the weakest match of the night. Thus, I thought their Triple Threat Elimination rematch on this week's edition of NXT was a significant improvement. It had a nice pace to it and it held my attention throughout. Of course, the fans weren't too pleased with the non-finish (and the timing sucked because of the ending to Raw's main event), but they made up for it with what happened afterward when Asuka and Cross tackled each other through a table. I assume they will kill time with that rivalry until Ember Moon re-enters the title picture fairly soon.
This Week's Low Points
· Bayley interview: Good lord, WWE is doing Bayley zero favors, aren't they? Every other sit-down interview WWE has done recently, whether it's with Brock Lesnar and Paul Heyman or Samoa Joe, they are always extremely well done and help offer some sort of character development. Unfortunately, it had the opposite effect with Bayley. It was painfully apparent that her lines were scripted by Vince McMahon with Bayley saying she enjoyed "putting smiles on people's faces" and came across as weak. The awkward hug to Corey Graves at the end was the cherry on top of this being yet another burial of Bayley.
· Bray Wyatt and Seth Rollins: It was great when Rollins had a clear-cut motivation earlier this year when he was determined to take down Triple H as well as avenge his injury against Samoa Joe. Now, as a result of not having a solid direction, this newfound feud with Wyatt is super random. Worse yet, Wyatt cut one of his signature ramblings promos on Raw and essentially offered no explanation as to why he has targeted Rollins. Their confrontation was a total bore and I don't have much faith the feud will be very good.
· The Miz and The Bear vs. Heath Slater and Rhyno: I was completely content with how the feud was furthered between Miz and Dean Ambrose on Raw at the start of the show with Miz costing Ambrose his match with Elias Sampson. All right, simple enough. So, what was the point of this match? To appease people backstage? I'm sure there were a handful of fans who found this funny, but I was not among them. The endgame was predictable, and thus it was like a bad joke that dragged on for way too long. Miz vs. Ambrose needs to be wrapped up as soon as possible.
· Cedric Alexander vs. Noam Dar: I loved (not really) how Alexander told Dar they were done after beating him on 205 Live last week yet they faced off again this week on Raw. Unfortunately, it's the feud that just won't die. I'm all for Alexander picking up victories, but Alicia Fox refusing to shut up when her FaceTime conversation was made audible to the live crowd felt like it dragged on forever. It didn't generate heel heat but rather go-away heat, the kind that makes you want to change the channel.
· Naomi vs. Tamina: There's a logical reason why Tamina has been involved in nothing but tag team matches for the past two months, and that's because she isn't the best worker. In fact, she's quite terrible in the ring. This match versus Naomi wasn't as bad as I expected it to be, but it wasn't pretty in the time it lasted. Furthermore, it's sad that this was Naomi's first victory of any kind in over two months considering she is currently a champion. I don't think that bodes well for her chances when she defends the title against Lana at Money in the Bank. Speaking of which, I don't foresee that being a mat classic, either. As long as they can get through it, that's all that matters.
