Week of June 18, 2016
Match of the Week: Sami Zayn vs. Cesaro - Raw, June 13
Any longtime viewers of NXT will recall the classic series of matches between Sami Zayn and Cesaro from NXT in 2013 and 2014, specifically their 2-out-of-3 Falls match which received rave reviews. I distinctly remember saying at one point that I would have loved nothing more than for Sami Zayn's debut match on the main roster to come against Cesaro, but of course that was before his feud with Kevin Owens became what it is today. That said, it didn't take long for them to cross paths in the Intercontinental Championship picture and now in the upcoming Money in the Bank Ladder match. They finally rekindled their rivalry on Monday Night Raw when they went one-on-one, and sure enough, they did not disappoint. They contested an exhilarating battle that ended with Zayn hitting one of the most impressive looking maneuvers I have ever seen. 

Superstar of the Week: Dean Ambrose
Realistically, anyone can win this year's Money in the Bank Ladder match. But following Monday's Raw, it looks like Dean Ambrose might be the new fan favorite to win the whole thing. He seemingly entered his own 'Ambrose Asylum' with WWE World Heavyweight Champion Roman Reigns and Seth Rollins as an afterthought, but walked away as the biggest talking point surrounding Sunday's championship clash. Later in the evening, he avenged his SmackDown loss to Chris Jericho by knocking him off in the main event. The Lunatic Fringe's hot streak didn't end there, however, as he went on to emerge victorious in SmackDown's six-man tag team match and the close out the show as the last man standing. Reigns and Rollins better be careful; it's very possible Ambrose becomes Mr. Money in the Bank and cashes in that same night. 

Show of the Week: Monday Night Raw, June 13
WWE hasn't shied away from touting this Sunday's Money in the Bank pay-per-view as the greatest installment in the history of the event. And they aren't wrong in saying that. I'm not sure whether it will come close to eclipsing the 2011 show where CM Punk left Chicago as an unemployed WWE Champion, but it certainly has the potential to on paper with what's on tap. Furthermore, the build to Money in the Bank has been excellent, as seen on Monday's Raw. There were few matches and segments on the show that didn't entertain me, and pretty much everything served a purpose. The contract signing between John Cena and AJ Styles, 'The Ambrose Asylum' and even the opening segment were all amazing and left me anxiously anticipating Sunday's show. Will it live up to the lofty hype? Only time will tell. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Enzo Amore and Big Cass and The New Day: Most of us have known for a while now that a future feud between these two teams had the potential to be absolutely golden and their segment on Raw this week only confirmed that belief. Let the record show I had zero clue what the hell they were talking about when it came to the "Chef Curry" shoes (I'm not the most topical person). But it was extremely entertaining, as was Enzo and Cass calling out Xavier Woods on Francesca II and "where she was the night prior." Funny stuff. I like a New Day vs. Club program post-Money in the Bank, but I continue to hope the long-term plan for New Day at SummerSlam is Enzo and Cass.
· John Cena and AJ Styles contract signing: As much as I enjoyed their verbal exchange last week, I thought this was even better. Despite being a natural babyface, Styles is seemingly much more comfortable in the heel role when it comes to cutting promos. He had no trouble delivering his lines in this segment and I was glad he got the last word in before walking off. The two contracts were interesting. That doesn't necessarily mean we won't get Club interference in this match, but is it possible we see Finn Balor surface instead?
· 'The Ambrose Asylum': The video packages that aired throughout the first hour looking back at The Shield's most memorable moments were wonderful and served as a reminder of just how dominant of a faction they were for as long as they were together. Unsurprisingly, they play off each other very well and all three had great mic work here. I was already excited for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship match at Money in the Bank, but the possibility of Dean Ambrose cashing in against either man definitely created more intrigue going into the monumental matchup.
· AJ Styles vs. Xavier Woods: I didn't view this as a "warm-up" match for Styles before Money in the Bank as much as I did a breakout performance for Woods. I have been saying since the moment he arrived on the main roster that he is an exceptional wrestler, but because he has always been a tag team competitor, he hasn't been able to showcase his skills too often. He did so in his outing against Styles on SmackDown and even in defeat did he manage to look strong.
· Finn Balor and Shinsuke Nakamura: Full Sail University got it right when they started chanting "This is awesome!" as soon as these two shared the ring for the first time. What an amazing visual! What was next for Balor was the biggest question on everyone's mind following NXT TakeOver: The End, so I was happy we apparently received an answer on this Wednesday's episode. A main roster call-up for Balor is only inevitable, but I like how he's going out by facing the hottest newcomer on the scene in Nakamura. I could see them saving their match for TakeOver: Brooklyn or perhaps holding it on an upcoming episode of NXT, but either way, I couldn't be more excited for their encounter.
This Week's Low Points
· Charlotte vs. Paige: I'll start off by saying that almost nothing was tremendously terrible this past week in WWE, and thus all of this week's "Low Points" are merely me nitpicking. That said, this match from Raw left me more confused than anything. It was cool for Paige to score a rare meaningful victory, but she has beaten the WWE Women's Champion in the past and wasn't granted a title shot, so why will now be any different? Neither woman received an entrance, not to mention tension was teased between Charlotte and Dana Brooke out of nowhere. What kind of story are they trying to tell going in the upcoming tag team match? That Charlotte can't be trusted?
· Corporate Kane: Part of me was selfishly hoping we were in for a few returns from past general managers leading up to SmackDown going live next month, and while we did technically get a former face back on Raw, it wasn't at all who I had in mind. Corporate Kane? Really? Ugh. That character grew tiresome for me ages ago and I was ecstatic when it was done away with last fall. For him to be back, albeit for one night, was groan-inducing. On the bright side, his interactions with Shane McMahon were humorous given their history.
· Charlotte vs. Natalya: This was along the same lines as Charlotte vs. Paige from Raw, and although it was a better bout because it was given more time, it wasn't what it could have been. It isn't a coincidence that the best matches Charlotte and Natalya have had over the years didn't involve interference whatsoever. They were straight-up singles matches. Also, how weird was it that Paige could score a forgettable win over the champion on Monday night yet Natalya couldn't get the big victory over Charlotte after all this time? That seemed to be backwards to me.
· Baron Corbin vs. Zack Ryder: I included Corbin's quick victory against Kalisto from last week for the same reason: it was a serviceable squash match, but the bigger picture remains flawed. And by that I mean next to no one cares about Corbin's current program with Dolph Ziggler. Ziggler hasn't been relevant in forever and thus far this feud hasn't done anything to benefit either guy. They're trading victories just for the hell of it. It is high time both guys move on to fresh feuds.
· Andrade "Cien" Almas vs. Tye Dillinger: Similar to at TakeOver: The End, Almas and Dillinger produced another enjoyable match together, so it wasn't the wrestling that earned this bout a spot in the "Low Points" column. Rather, it's how Almas isn't getting over the way he should be because he's working with Dillinger. I do not blame Dillinger whatsoever. I blame Creative for not doing more with the fan favorite. Full Sail University is bound to boo whoever he is up against, including Almas. As an exceptional athlete, Cien will need to face talent that isn't established so he has a better chance of winning over the audience and not be overshadowed the way he has been so far.
