Week of June 1, 2019
Match of the Week: Humberto Carrillo vs. Gentleman Jack Gallagher - Money in the Bank, May 19
Humberto Carrillo and Gentleman Jack Gallagher have been involved in a friendly feud in recent weeks on 205 Live with both men trying to work their way up to Cruiserweight Championship contention. Between the exciting action and the suspenseful nearfalls, their latest one-on-one encounter on Tuesday night was excellent. It's easy to forget just how great Gallagher is until he has a standout singles match like he did here, while Carrillo never ceases to impress me with what he can do. Carrillo's win gets him one step closer to challenging for the brand's top title.
Superstar of the Week: Brock Lesnar
It's been a great while since I last featured Brock Lesnar as the "Superstar of the Week," though his infrequent appearances on WWE TV make it difficult to give him the award. This week, however, he was in rare form, coming out on Raw using the Money in the Bank briefcase as an actual boombox. After refusing to cash in his contract on either Seth Rollins or Kofi Kingston, he found out from Paul Heyman that he had a whole year to choose which world championship he'd like to contend for. It was the most personality I've seen from Lesnar in years and definitely a welcome change.
Show of the Week: WWE NXT, May 29
A blind man could see bad WWE programming is at the moment. Almost every episode of Raw (and sometimes SmackDown Live) is either abysmal, forgettable or both. Thus, I'm going to steer clear of giving either brand the "Show of the Week" award for the foreseeable future. Although Super ShowDown will likely be a disaster, I'm very much looking forward to NXT TakeOver: XXV on Saturday night. This week's NXT did a great job of hyping up the event through video packages and well-executed angles. The show also featured two quality singles matches that I thoroughly enjoyed.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Seth Rollins vs. Sami Zayn: I hated how this bout came about during The Electric Chair (more on that in the "Low Points" section), but the match itself was a ton of fun. They were given plenty of time to work with, and although I never once bought in the possibility of Zayn beating Rollins (which hindered the quality of the contest for me), it was an entertaining encounter on the whole. In fact, this would have been a better choice for the Universal Championship matchup at Super ShowDown than what we're actually getting with Rollins and Baron Corbin. Again, I'll have plenty to say about that momentarily.
· Ricochet vs. Cesaro: Don't get me wrong, I loathe 50/50 booking as much as the next person, but it was necessary in this case seeing as how Ricochet desperately needed a win. Plus, he and Cesaro work wonderfully together, so I'll never get tired of seeing them go one-on-one. This didn't last too long, but it was a blast for what it was. Someone pitched me the idea of these two meeting in a rubber match in a tournament to determine the new United States Champion. I like that a lot and really hope it happens.
· Kofi Kingston vs. Kevin Owens: Their match at Money in the Bank was solid yet unspectacular. That said, this rematch was far superior in my opinion. There was drama, suspense and plenty of enjoyable action. I'm not surprised that Kingston went over decisively considering Dolph Ziggler will be contending for the WWE Championship at Super ShowDown, not Owens. That is reportedly due to Owens telling management that he doesn't wish to travel to Saudi Arabia for the event. I commend that, but it may have cost him his spot in the main event scene.
· Mia Yim vs. Bianca Belair: It's cool to see a women's feud in NXT exist outside of the NXT Women's Championship picture. Belair has already beaten Yim twice before, so Yim going over here felt extra meaningful, as well as how she's the first person to pin Belair in NXT. They've always worked well together and this was another very good match from them. Yim's victory should set her up for a future title shot.
· Kushida vs. Drew Gulak: Kushida has been on an absolute roll since arriving in NXT, but he faced his toughest opponent to date in the form of Gulak on this week's episode. Their submission-based styles of wrestling are so similar that they were constantly one-upping each other in this bout and I dug every second of it. Unless you tune into 205 Live on Tuesday nights, you probably have no clue how talented he is. Needless to say, Kushida winning was the right call so he could continue building momentum, but based off their interaction post-match, it looks like a rematch is in the works (next week, perhaps?). In fact, it'll probably be a Submission match if what Gulak told WWE.com after the episode ended is anything to go by. Sign me up!
This Week's Low Points
· Baron Corbin vs. The Miz vs. Braun Strowman vs. Bobby Lashley: Man, this match was a total disaster. AJ Styles was originally advertised to be a part of it but was eventually pulled due to injury. I guess he would've won considering Corbin ended up going over. It was billed as a Fatal 4-Way Elimination matchup, yet no eliminations actually took place. Instead, Corbin pinned Miz and was declared the victor, as apparently Strowman and Lashley brawling through the crowd caused them to eliminated. On top of all that, Corbin vs. Seth Rollins at Super ShowDown does absolutely nothing for me. Hopefully it's a filler feud.
· The Electric Chair with Sami Zayn: WWE's latest attempt to inject excitement into the third hour of Raw is a terrible interview segment where the fans ask the Superstars questions and the Superstars are required to tell the truth. Well, how do we know the Superstars aren't lying? The concept itself sucks, but the execution was even worse. Props to Zayn for trying to make the most of this, but there was no saving it. The only thing that got people talking was the AEW mention, which I can guarantee you was scripted.
· Shane McMahon vs. Lance Anoa'i: From what I've heard, Anoa'i has competed for MLW before, but a majority of the audience didn't know who the hell he was and therefore had no reason to care about him. I realize what they were going for with this, but it didn't work and was a waste of time. I can't believe Shane is on WWE TV as much as he is, and this was a great example of how unnecessary his appearances truly are. It doesn't help that his feud with Roman Reigns is brutally boring and isn't helping anyone at all. The sooner it's over, the better so we can move on from it.
· Becky Lynch and Nikki Cross vs. The IIconics: In all honesty, I like Lynch and Cross as a team, but the timing feels off, unless this is supposed to be building to Cross turning on Lynch and feuding with her over the Raw Women's Championship. Otherwise, I thought it was a dumb decision to have a makeshift tandem (where was Alexa Bliss?) beat the WWE Women's Tag Team Champions, who have done nothing but lose.
· Roman Reigns and R-Truth vs. Elias and Drew McIntyre: As previously discussed, Reigns' rivalry with Shane so far has been a complete dud. I understand that it's likely filler for Reigns before he sets his sights on the WWE Championship (oh joy), but it hasn't done anyone else involved any favors, particularly McIntyre, who should be much higher up on the totem pole right now. This tag team main event for SmackDown Live was fairly formulaic and predictably ended in yet another meaningless win for the babyfaces. On a side note, I'm still a fan of the concept of the 24/7 Championship, but it fell flat for me this week. Shane putting the 24/7 rule on hold until after this match was over defeated the purpose of the belt. Hopefully that isn't a recurring thing.
