Week of June 20, 2020

Match of the Week:
Edge vs. Randy Orton (Backlash, June 14)
I, like most people, had tempered expectations going into Edge vs. Randy Orton at Backlash, especially coming off that instant classic between Daniel Bryan and AJ Styles from SmackDown two nights prior. While it may not have been "the greatest wrestling match ever," it was certainly damn good and easily the best bout all week. It never felt like it was as long as it ended up being (unlike at WrestleMania 36) and they kept me invested from start to finish. I could have done without all the finishers down the stretch, but it was highly entertaining overall with Orton winning as he should have.
Superstar of the Week:
Bayley and Sasha Banks
It was just two weeks ago that I featured the team of Bayley and Sasha Banks as my "Superstar(s) of the Week", and I'd be remiss if I didn't go with them again this week after the stellar seven days they've had. It started with a successful defense of their WWE Women's Tag Team Championship at Backlash, where they beat not one but two tandems in a Triple Threat tag team match. After accepting a challenge from The IIconics on the next night's Raw, they went on to retain their titles on NXT against Tegan Nox and Shotzi Blackheart before Banks beat Nikki Cross on SmackDown.
Show of the Week:
Friday Night SmackDown, June 19
I thoroughly enjoyed the top two matches at Backlash, but the rest of the card wasn't anything special. Raw was mediocre on Monday night, and although NXT delivered as always, I have to give the nod to Friday's SmackDown as being the "Show of the Week". The opening alone with Matt Riddle debuting and defeating AJ Styles was excellent and everything else held up nicely. The Miz TV segment with Mandy Rose and Sonya Deville as well as Bray Wyatt returning at the end in particular were highlights. Whether the blue brand can keep it up remains to be seen. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Drew McIntyre vs. Bobby Lashley: These two have had a strong feud over the last month and WWE deserves credit for building up Lashley as a threat to the WWE Championship in such a short span of time. Most fans expected McIntyre to walk away from Backlash still the champ, but they did a good job of making you think the title could change hands. They had quality chemistry when they worked together in IMPACT years ago and that was once again the case here. I appreciated that Lashley was protected in defeat with Lana inadvertently causing a distraction at ringside while McIntyre holds onto the gold for a little longer.
· Randy Orton vs. Christian: Okay, so this really wasn't much of a "match" at all, but as an angle, it was excellently executed. The fact Christian didn't take any actual bumps pretty much confirms he isn't medically cleared after all, but I'm glad that he was given closure after so many years as he never had an official final matchup. Orton came across completely despicable for punting him in the head and sending his longtime rival back into retirement. Orton is on another level right now.
· AJ Styles vs. Matt Riddle: Riddle is facing some serious allegations at the moment, but that didn't stop WWE from airing his SmackDown debut and subsequent win over Styles in non-title action on Friday. If the accusations are true, he should absolutely be fired from the company, but I don't see why WWE would stop pushing him in the meantime. This was an entertaining affair and the perfect way to introduce Riddle to the main roster audience. He's off to a strong start and I assume a title shot is in his future.
· Miz TV with Mandy Rose and Sonya Deville: Seeing The Miz and John Morrison go back to being talk show hosts days after failing to win the Universal Championship proved that they were always meant to be filler opponents for Braun Strowman, but on the bright side, the verbal exchange between Rose and Deville was fantastic. They've had the most interesting non-title women's feud in WWE in recent memory and I'm looking forward to their eventual rematch.
· Bayley and Sasha Banks vs. Tegan Nox and Shotzi Blackheart: It's about damn time the WWE Women's Tag Team Championship was defended in NXT. I realize The Kabuaki Warriors did it once, but that was eight months ago, so this was long overdue. I'm happy Bayley and Banks were the defending champions because of how they promised to take the titles there when they originally won them in early 2019, but they lost the belts before that could become a reality. Nox and Blackheart aren't a regular tandem, but after what I saw from them here, they should be. This was a highly enjoyable main event for NXT where everyone came out of it looking good. Hopefully the women's tag titles end up on the black-and-gold brand at some point.
· NXT Championship picture: It seemed clear-cut that Karrion Kross would be next in line to challenge for the NXT Championship after what we saw last week, but apparently not. I love that Adam Cole was interrupted on Wednesday by a variety of potential contenders, setting up a huge Triple Threat match for Keith Lee's NXT North American Championship next week. The best part is that any one of them could realistically win and go on to face Cole for the championship on the July 8th episode.
· Imperium vs. Breezango: Breezango's parody of Imperium aside (which I found funny), I like how they were positioned as legitimate threats to the NXT Tag Team Championship. This was a quality contest and the finish leaves the door open for a rematch down the road. Indus Sher and the duo of Oney Lorcan and Danny Burch are looking for their shots at the straps as well.
This Week's Low Points
· The Street Profits and The Viking Raiders... brawl?: I have no idea what the hell to even call this. A match for the Raw Tag Team Championship between these two teams was added to the Backlash card at the last minute, but it never ended up happening. Instead, they took part in some dumb skit that dragged on for way longer than it should have and wasn't remotely funny. I've largely enjoyed the cinematic matches WWE and other promotions have put out, but this belonged exactly where it ended: in the garbage. How anyone could possibly care about the Raw tag team division or the titles after this is beyond me.
· Braun Strowman vs. The Miz and John Morrison: We all knew going into Backlash that this was going to be nothing special, so I can't say I was surprised. WWE tried to establish tension between Miz and Morrison the night of by declaring that only one of them could win the Universal Championship if they pinned Strowman, but that didn't make the match any more interesting. Let's pretend this crap never happened now that Strowman and Bray Wyatt are rekindling their rivalry.
· Asuka vs. Nia Jax: The rematch on Raw the next night was decent, but their original encounter at Backlash wasn't on the level of their matches from a few years ago. Asuka tried her best, but it didn't change how deplorable Jax is in the ring. The non-finish didn't help matters, but I realize that was done to set up the rematch. Although Jax was technically "screwed" out of the Raw Women's Championship on Monday night, here's hoping this is the end of her in the title picture. She didn't deserve to be there in the first place.
· The Street Profits and The Viking Raiders vs. Akira Tozawa and his ninjas: The worst thing about what went down with Street Profits and Viking Raiders at Backlash was that WWE continued on with the angle on Monday's Raw. I don't know whose idea it was, but they need to be fired because I was embarrassment sitting through this. Like I said earlier, you can just throw the Raw Tag Team Championship belts straight into the trash because they mean nothing a this point.
· The IIconics vs. Liv Morgan and Natalya: It's rare The IIconics win anything of importance, so WWE used this victory as justification for them still being in the hunt for the WWE Women's Tag Team Championship (which they'll vie for next week against Bayley and Sasha Banks). I couldn't care less about that, but the real reason why this is in the "Low Points" column is because of how WWE managed to ruin any momentum Morgan had by feeding her to Charlotte Flair a few months ago, taking her off television and now having her lose a tag team match to The IIconics. It appears she and Natalya are headed for a feud and I can't imagine why. Neither of them will benefit from working with the other, especially with Natalya being as boring as she's been.
· Shorty G vs. Mojo Rawley: As a match, this was perfectly fine, but Chad Gable needs to ditch the Shorty G moniker and fast. That's the only way anyone is going to take him seriously. And no, stacking up wins against Mojo Rawley won't cause his stock to skyrocket. It's better than him losing every week (which is what he was doing at one point earlier this year), but there's no reason why he can't be Chad Gable right now. I doubt he'll reach that next level with a name as ridiculous-sounding as Shorty G.
· Xia Li vs. Aliyah: It was the rematch that absolutely nobody asked for. Li is a work in progress, but Aliyah has been in NXT for so long yet hasn't shown a ton of improvement. The idea of her being managed by Robert Stone does nothing for me. As expected, this was a forgettable match with a horrendous ending, as Stone puking was what led Aliyah to picking up the win. Ugh.
