WEEK OF JUNE 22, 2013
MATCH OF THE WEEK: CM PUNK VS. CHRIS JERICHO - WWE PAYBACK
When CM Punk and Chris Jericho faced off on an episode of Raw in February, I stated that I hoped to see the two cross paths again at some point later in the year. Sure enough, I got my wish this past Sunday at the WWE Payback pay-per-view. It was unclear going into the event whether Punk would actually appear or end up skipping the show instead. However, once "Cult of Personality" roared throughout the Allstate Arena on Sunday night, there was no questioning that The Voice of the Voiceless was in attendance. With the partisan Chicago crowd in his corner, Punk showed zero signs of ring rust and took Jericho to the absolute limit. Surprisingly enough, they managed to outdo their previous two bouts from last year's WrestleMania 28 and Extreme Rules events, respectively. After connecting with the GTS twice in a row on Y2J, Punk scored his first victory on pay-per-view since November's Survivor Series. Welcome back, CM Punk. 

SUPERSTAR OF THE WEEK: CM PUNK
After coming up short against the likes of The Rock, John Cena and The Undertaker earlier the year, CM Punk was in desperate need of some time off from the squared circle. He presence was missed following his departure on the April 15 edition of Raw. Thankfully, Punk returned to the ring at Sunday's WWE Payback pay-per-view, and where better to make a comeback than in his hometown of Chicago? As expected, he and Chris Jericho put on an absolute clinic at the event where Punk was on the winning end. His winning streak continued the next night on Raw, where he scored a count-out victory over newly crowned World Heavyweight Champion Alberto Del Rio. With a pending program with Brock Lesnar looming, I look forward to another Summer of Punk. 

SHOW OF THE WEEK: MONDAY NIGHT RAW - JUNE 17, 2013
As entertaining as last month's Extreme Rules event was, there's no doubt in my mind that Payback beat it out to earn the right to be called the best WWE pay-per-view thus far this year. Sure, most of the matches were predictable, but sometimes predictability isn't a bad thing. It worked to WWE's benefit, as all of the matches had logical outcomes and kept this viewer intrigued as to what was happen next. However, regardless of how great the event was, the next night's edition of Monday Night Raw proved to be even better. The show kicked off with an excellent segment featuring World Heavyweight Champion Alberto Del Rio and CM Punk, which set the tone for the rest of the broadcast. From the shocking returns of Christian and Brock Lesnar to Mark Henry's award-winning performance, the episode was filled with surprises. From start to finish, the show was fantastic and easily the best episode of the year up to this point. The summer seasons has officially begun. 

OTHER NOTABLE HIGHLIGHTS AND LOW POINTS
THIS WEEK'S HIGHLIGHTS
· Rob Van Dam's WWE return: Finally! I was never high on Rob Van Dam while he was in TNA, so I couldn't be more ecstatic that he's coming back to the WWE at the Money in the Bank pay-per-view. Better yet, the event will take place in ECW territory Philadelphia, but I can only imagine the kind of response RVD will get upon his return at the event.
· Brock Lesnar attacks CM Punk: The feud we've all been waiting for since Brock Lesnar's return to WWE last year has finally come to fruition. It was only a matter of time before Punk turned face, and I'm glad he parted ways with Paul Heyman in order to allow this rivalry to happen. This was by far the best ending we've gotten to Raw in months.
· Mark Henry's retirement: If you asked me going into Raw if I thought Mark Henry's retirement was a work, I would have said yes. However, Henry fooled everyone (myself included) with his fake tears and bringing up his family. I'm highly anticipating Henry's WWE Championship match with John Cena at Money in the Bank.
· Christian returns: After nearly 10 months of waiting, Christian has finally come back to the WWE. His return to Raw this week was a nice surprise, where he went on to defeat Wade Barrett and Drew McIntyre on Raw and SmackDown, respectively. How long before Christian finally gets his "one more match" for the World Heavyweight Championship?
· Randy Orton vs. Daniel Bryan: These two had great matches on both Raw and SmackDown this week. They have awesome chemistry with one another and with one win apiece, I hope their eventual rematch is just as entertaining.
· Alberto Del Rio vs. Dolph Ziggler: Their matches have grown tiresome by this point, but I was sincerely shocked by the double turn at Payback. Del Rio works much better as a heel, but I'm interested to see how well Ziggler portrays a face going forward. I'm not a fan of the title change, but I assume it was done to set up a big title win for Ziggler later down the line.
· AJ Lee vs. Kaitlyn: These two lovely ladies stole the show at WWE Payback. This undoubtedly the Divas Match of the Year and both AJ and Kaitlyn deserve credit for this one. It was only a matter of time before AJ became Divas Champion, and it made for a great moment at the event.
· Curtis Axel: This was another strong week for Axel. From winning the Intercontinental Championship at Payback to defeating Sin Cara and Wade Barrett on Raw and SmackDown, I have hope that Axel will finally be the one to restore prestige in the belt. Having him win the gold on Father's Day made the moment that much more special.
· Antonio Cesaro and Zeb Colter: Cesaro has been directionless for months, so pairing him with Colter was smart booking. It also makes him look like a threat going into the upcoming Money in the Bank Ladder match.
· Sheamus, Damien Sandow and Cody Rhodes: I was disappointed that Sandow came up short against Sheamus at Payback, but at least Sandow looked strong in defeat. His clean win on Raw and blindsided attack on Sheamus on SmackDown was a good way of making up for the loss.
THIS WEEK'S LOW POINTS
· John Cena vs. Ryback: They had somewhat of an enjoyable Three Stages of Hell match at Payback, but it paled in comparison to everything else we got on that show. Cena emerging victorious was predictable and Ryback loses yet another pay-per-view match. Where does Ryback go from here?
· McMahon family drama: Can this please end already? It was all over this week's Raw, but it wasn't enough to ruin the entire show. I have no idea what the end game is for this angle, but I surely hope it doesn't lead to a match between Triple H and Mr. McMahon.
· Dean Ambrose vs. Kane: I don't know what the problem is, but these two simply don't have good chemistry with one another. Their matches at Payback and on Raw were mediocre at best and did not make me want to see a rematch at any point in the near future. The silver lining is that Ambrose is still United States Champion.
· Kaitlyn vs. Aksana: It's a shame this horrendous match had to go down after the best Divas match in recent memory. Neither of these two are good workers in the ring, so why did this bout even need to happen?
