Week of June 22, 2019
Match of the Week: Undisputed Era vs. Velveteen Dream, Matt Riddle and Tyler Breeze - NXT, June 19
After a shaky start to 2019, Undisputed Era have returned to the top of NXT thanks to Adam Cole's monumental NXT Championship victory at TakeOver: XXV. It didn't take long for Velveteen Dream, Matt Riddle and Tyler Breeze to oppose their reign of terror, however, leading to a star-studded six-man tag team match in the main event of this week's episode. It was every bit as entertaining as you'd expect it to be, as the action was excellent and everyone had their time to shine. Roderick Strong pinning Dream should earn him a future shot at the NXT North American Championship.
Superstar of the Week: Damian Priest
I've been waiting a long time for Damian Priest to arrive on NXT TV, and sure enough, he did not disappoint in his debut on Wednesday night. He couldn't have had a better competitor to work with than Raul Mendoza, who is known for his exhilarating aerial abilities and never ceases to make his opponents look good. They produced a really fun match in the few minutes they were allotted and Priest came across like a star. I was big fan of his run in Ring of Honor, so I'm looking forward to seeing what more he brings to the table in NXT.
Show of the Week: WWE NXT, June 19
To no one's surprise, Raw and SmackDown Live were absolutely abysmal this week. Some believed Raw was better than usual, and while that may be true, that doesn't necessarily mean it was a good show. NXT, on the other hand, was exceptional as usual with everything serving a purpose and holding my interest. As previously noted, the main event was a blast and Damian Priest's debut came off really well, but even the women's match between Xia Li and Taynara Conti was well wrestled. The build to TakeOver: Toronto has barely begun and I'm already excited for the event.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Seth Rollins vs. Daniel Bryan: I had my qualms about this match, but on the whole, it was one of the highlights of Raw this week. We were told that it marked the first time they have gone one-on-one in over four years and that Rollins had never beaten Bryan prior to this point. That's a pretty amazing stat, which is why I would have held off on this until it meant more down the road (like in a feud). I also wasn't a fan of the early disqualification and the bout being restarted, as I felt that could have been cut out all together. What we did get from them, though, was great and I'm anxiously awaiting a rematch between them.
· Ricochet vs. The Miz vs. Braun Strowman vs. Bobby Lashley vs. Cesaro: This was a logical way to determine a new number one contender to the United States Championship, and I really appreciated how we didn't have to see someone pin the champion in non-title action in order to earn a title for once. They all worked very well together, and while I thought the elimination stipulation was somewhat unnecessary, they made the most of it. This was a big win for Ricochet and I'm pumped for his match with Samoa Joe.
· AJ Styles, Luke Gallows and Karl Anderson: I don't want to give WWE the benefit of the doubt, but this angle could have potential (assuming they don't screw it up). It was interesting that Styles acknowledged how far Gallows and Anderson have fallen since arriving in WWE three years ago. That might be a sign that WWE plans on doing something with them before they (likely) leave in a few more months. Personally, I'm all for it, especially it means a reunion of The Club. Plus, it'd give Styles something to do, too.
· Dolph Ziggler vs. Xavier Woods: I honestly haven't cared much for Ziggler's recent rivalry with Kofi Kingston over the WWE Championship simply because he hasn't felt like a true threat to the title whatsoever. That said, it was important that he won here ahead of his next championship opportunity at Stomping Grounds and I was glad he did. Furthermore, the actual match was much better than I thought it would be. Woods in particular had a strong showing in defeat.
· Moment of Bliss with Alexa Bliss and Bayley: It is definitely rare for Moment of Bliss to end up in the "Highlights" column, but I thoroughly enjoyed this. The story WWE has been telling lately with Bliss, Bayley and Nikki Cross has been fine, but I wasn't sold on their Stomping Grounds match until this segment happened. Both Bliss and Bayley cut their best promos in ages and brought out the intensity in each other at the perfect time. A lot of what they said felt real, so that helped tremendously, too. Fingers crossed Bayley escapes Stomping Grounds with her SmackDown Women's Championship reign intact so we can move on from this feud and give Bayley some fresh competition. The last thing we need is a Raw wrestler holding a SmackDown title.
This Week's Low Points
· The New Day vs. Kevin Owens, Sami Zayn and Baron Corbin: Needless to say, there was zero reason for this to be a 2-out-of-3 Falls match. I'm almost positive it was booked that way so it could kill as much television time as possible, and while it was decent from an in-ring standpoint, I don't understand what it was supposed to accomplish. New Day are already strong as hell and the heels desperately need credibility. Zayn continues to lose every single week (sometimes twice in the same week) and Corbin eating a pinfall loss before he challenges for the Universal Championship at Stomping Grounds made very little sense.
· Seth Rollins: At one point, Rollins was arguably the hottest babyface in all of WWE, and I guess he still is to an extent, but the company is quickly finding ways for fans to not like him, especially after this past week. It was logical for him to take out Elias at the start of Raw, but he just came across like a bully when he laid out EC3 and Eric Young later in the night when they didn't do anything to him. If WWE keeps this up, I wouldn't be surprised to see fans turn against him. There is nothing redeeming about his current character.
· The IIconics vs. Alexa Bliss and Nikki Cross: As I discussed in the "Highlights" column, I don't mind the story WWE is telling with Bliss, Bayley and Cross, even though it makes Cross look dumb for being so easily manipulated by Bliss. This was decent way to progress that angle, but the WWE Women's Tag Team Championship were complete afterthoughts. The belts have hardly meant anything since WrestleMania 35 and this didn't make me care about them any more than I did before. Hopefully The Kabuki Warriors win them soon.
· Drew McIntyre and Elias vs. The Miz and R-Truth: Props to Miz for cutting a great promo on Shane McMahon and how much damage he's done to WWE programming lately. Unfortunately, his night on SmackDown Live didn't end well. This tag team elimination match was a waste of time in the sense that it buried (yes, buried) Miz even more. Granted, it allowed McIntyre to get his heat back from the night before, but I still don't have faith he will beat Roman Reigns at Stomping Grounds.
· Seth Rollins and Kofi Kingston vs. Kevin Owens and Sami Zayn: Similar to the six-man tag team match from Raw, I didn't have a major problem with this as a match, but the 2-out-of-3 Falls stipulation was pointless and didn't add to my enjoyment of it whatsoever. In fact, it was probably another excuse for Owens and Zayn to get pinned individually. They have lost virtually every match they've had over the last month, making it incredibly difficult for anyone to take them seriously as top heels. Is it because they weren't on the Super ShowDown card? Is there another issue we're not aware of that is causing them to be booked so poorly? Either way, it's making for terrible television, because you can see the babyfaces reign supreme only so many times before it gets old.
