Week of June 27, 2015
Match of the Week: Dean Ambrose vs. Seth Rollins - SmackDown, June 25
Have I mentioned that Dean Ambrose vs. Seth Rollins is coming close to surpassing Randy Orton vs. Christian as my favorite feud since becoming a wrestling fan? Because it is, and if you're wondering why, look no further than this match. The chemistry Ambrose and Rollins have together is off-the-charts amazing, and while this wasn't even close to being their best bout against each other, it was still pretty damn good compared to everything else that occurred this week. They never cease to entertain me with their matches and this contest was no exception. I could have done without all the interference from The Authority (which desperately needs to stop being a thing), but it gave Rollins a necessary win and protected Ambrose in defeat. It's important to make Rollins look strong as champion as his title defense against Brock Lesnar at Battleground draws near, but this bout left me wondering what's next for Ambrose. Does he transition into a feud with Kane or someone else? Hopefully he continues to be prominently featured even though he's no longer in the title picture. 

Superstar of the Week: Seth Rollins
Other than Kevin Owens, there isn't a hotter heel in WWE right now than Seth Rollins. It still amazes me how far he's come in the last year since turning on The Shield and joining The Authority, and this past week was a prime example of the extraordinary roll he's been on as of late. One week removed from fleeing from Brock Lesnar, Rollins stood face-to-face with him on Monday's Raw before laying him out with the help of the rest of the reunited Authority. It marked the first time The Beast Incarnate has looked inferior to anyone in quite some time. Then, on SmackDown, he went to war with his longtime rival Dean Ambrose and looked to solidify his supremacy over his former friend. Although he came close to falling short of victory, it was Rollins who had his hand raised after The Authority made their presence felt at ringside. 

Show of the Week: Monday Night Raw, June 22
The statement I made last week can be directly applied to this week as well: If one of WWE's shows is good, then the rest are good, but if it isn't, the rest aren't, either. It's been the case with WWE programming more often than not in recent months for whatever reason and unfortunately, this past week fell in the latter category. Raw, SmackDown and not even NXT were all that great this past week, but they weren't atrocious, either. They were just kind of there, which was understandable since we're still a little over three weeks away from Battleground. Speaking of such, I'm happy to see so many matches already confirmed for the card instead of WWE waiting until the last possible minute to make matches official. Picking a Show of the Week is like picking a lesser of three evils, but I'd have to say that Raw entertained me the most. A good portion of the show was made up of uninteresting filler, but no episode featuring two above average segments with Brock Lesnar as well as an another exceptional talking segment with John Cena and Kevin Owens can be considered bad. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Brock Lesnar: As I've mentioned before, I'm not a fan of the notion that WWE programming is about to get good again with Lesnar around because I firmly believe the product has been entertaining on the whole since WrestleMania 31, but on a rather dull episode of Raw this past week, Lesnar made it worth watching with his bookend segments. He and Paul Heyman kicked off the night on a high note with their promise to annihilate Seth Rollins and take his title back at Battleground. Not everyone was a fan of the attack on The Beast Incarnate at the end of the show, but if nothing else, it was an effective way of getting heat on the heels, so I didn't mind it much at all.
· John Cena and Kevin Owens: Like him or loathe him, Cena is consistently cutting the best promos each week since his feud with CM Punk four years ago. His encounters with Owens are always a highlight of Raw and this week was no different. It wasn't their strongest verbal back-and-forth, but it successfully set the stage for what should be one hell of a rubber match at Battleground next month. Unsurprisingly, Owens continues to shine as one of the roster's greatest heels right now and his promo ability is almost unmatched. WWE will have a real star on their hands if they stay the course with him.
· Dean Ambrose vs. Kane: Any other week, this likely wouldn't have made the "Highlights" column, but as previously noted, this past week's Raw wasn't exactly a blockbuster and I enjoyed this match more than I initially thought I would. Ambrose is exciting enough as a character that I always look forward to what he's involved in, even if he's going up against a stale character such as Kane. I was fine with Ambrose taking the loss here as long as it leads to him getting his win back either an upcoming edition of Raw or at the Battleground event.
· Sheamus vs. Dolph Ziggler: It's a match we've seen a million times over, but because they are simply incapable of having a bad match together, it's virtually impossible to put it in the "Low Points" column. Per usual, they contested a very well-wrestled match on SmackDown and Sheamus was the right guy to go over, but the outside interference from Rusev was ridiculous. No one is benefiting from this angle and it's doing more damage to Ziggler, Lana and Rusev than good.
· Finn Balor feature: Much like last week, this was by far the biggest highlight of this week's edition of NXT. You don't need me to tell you that WWE's production team is top-notch, but nothing there's nothing better than a little character development. Balor was already a star, but the in-depth look at his time in Japan (as well as his passion for Legos) was incredible. I was also surprised to see some love shown for The Bullet Club. Although the faction was never mentioned, it was alluded to with shots of their merchandise. Now knowing his extensive history in Japan, I'm extremely excited to see him contend for the NXT Championship against Kevin Owens on the live special.
This Week's Low Points
· Dolph Ziggler vs. Adam Rose: Coming off the rumors that Ziggler could be on his way out of the company expires in  few months, I was shocked WWE didn't do something more meaningful with him on Raw this week. He's not in a terrible spot right now (it could be far worse, trust me), but he's not where he should be for a guy with his talent and potential. Furthermore, his pairing with Lana just isn't clicking with this viewer. They have very little if any chemistry together and worse yet, it isn't doing anything to help Ziggler. From what I've heard, he's already re-signed to a new contract, but I surely hope WWE has more in store for him going forward than this.
· The Bella Twins vs. Naomi and Tamina: I've ranted on and on about the sad state of the Divas division as of late and this match essentially proved me right. Who the hell was the crowd supposed to cheer in this match? Naomi and Tamina didn't technically side with The Bella Twins last week, but they've done nothing lately to endear themselves to the audience. The crowd just sat on their hands throughout the bout and rightfully so. Whoever thought it was a good idea to put two heel teams against each other deserves to be fired. What an embarrassment.
· King Barrett vs. Zack Ryder: I hate to complain about Barrett finally winning a match, and although I pride myself on being an optimist, it's hard to care about Barrett scoring a victory against someone that means nothing. The silence he entered to on Raw spoke volumes, and it makes me mad WWE wasted a future world champion in Barrett by hindering him with so many stupid gimmicks. He'll continue to be perceived as a joke by a majority of the audience for as long as he's feuding with R-Truth, who has obviously done him no favors.
· Naomi vs. Alicia Fox: You can basically copy everything I said above about the Divas match from Raw and apply it to this match as well. It's not that they're bad in the ring; in fact, both Naomi and Fox are very good athletes. Rather, it's the lack of reasoning behind the bout that made it difficult to watch. With no story to work with, the result was an awkward outing where no one came out of it looking good. If the end game is the women from NXT being called up, they need to get to that point quickly.
· Enzo Amore and Colin Cassady vs. Jason Jordan and Sylvester Lefort: I'm sure Lefort is a great guy behind the scenes and all, but he doesn't seem to have much of a purpose on the roster, so why bother keeping him around? It was illogical to not have him be the one to take the pinfall loss for his team since Jordan is the one that is looking for a tag team partner that will help him win. Not was only the match itself an afterthought, but the pre-match promo from Amore and Cassady was brutal. They're usually masters of the mic, but they were definitely off on this night and the crowd wasn't sure how to react. It was a mess of a match all around and I hope they're back to normal by next week.
