Week of June 3, 2017
Match of the Week: Roman Reigns vs. Seth Rollins- Raw, May 29
I'm not too surprised WWE gave away such a marquee match on the Memorial Day edition of Raw in an attempt to bring in viewers, and I'm happy they did because Roman Reigns and Seth Rollins have stellar chemistry together. They delivered yet another awesome match in the main event on Monday night, which is extra impressive considering they had the tough task of bringing the crowd back to life after the terrible This Is Your Life segment. Even more astounding was the clean finish, which was way better than the expected interference from their Extreme Rules opponents. 

Superstar of the Week: The New Day
They're baaaack! When The New Day were taken off television following WrestleMania 33 to allow Kofi Kingston to heal up from his ankle injury, I said how it would end up being the best thing for them so they could freshen up their act upon their return. Sure enough, their SmackDown Live debut this past Tuesday night was very well-received by those in attendance. They interrupted The Usos and engaged in an enjoyable verbal exchange with them before declaring themselves the new No. 1 contenders to the SmackDown Tag Team Championship at Money in the Bank.
Show of the Week: WWE NXT, May 3
Raw is in a pretty poor place at the moment, sadly. This week's Memorial Day edition wasn't beyond bad (though that This Is Your Lifesegment might suggest otherwise), but everything about the flagship show feels formulaic from week-to-week, and worse yet, Monday's episode did nothing to get me any more excited for the Extreme Rules pay-per-view than I was before. Thankfully, NXT picked up the slack for the week with a much stronger show two nights later as Tomasso Ciampa explained his heel turn, No Way Jose returned, and Pete Dunne and Danny Burch did battle. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Finn Balor vs. Samoa Joe vs. Bray Wyatt: While I wouldn't go so far as to call this a great match, it was still very good and among the best parts of Raw this week. They told a simple story with the two heels teaming up against the babyface early on before the alliance imploded down the stretch, but the in-ring action was enjoyable and the crowd was invested throughout. Wyatt getting pinned was pretty predictable, though Joe scoring the victory was interesting and I'm glad he did. He needed it the most in my opinion, and it likely means he won't win the Fatal 5-Way match at Extreme Rules. My money remains on Balor.
· Dean Ambrose and The Hardy Boyz vs. The Miz, Sheamus and Cesaro: The transition from Miz TV into the six-man tag team match was fairly formulaic, and there were some awkward spots in the final few minutes, but the crowd didn't seem to mind and it was a fun matchup on the whole to start Raw. I especially like how The Hardy Boyz continue to rack up victories. It's very rare anyone is the exception to the 50/50 booking rule, but Matt and Jeff feel special because they haven't been trading wins with Sheamus and Cesaro.
· AJ Styles vs. Dolph Ziggler: These two produced a strong SmackDown Live main event, further proving that Ziggler is very much capable of contesting above-average matches despite his lack of character development since his heel turn earlier this year. Initially, I was shocked when he beat Styles clean, but then it dawned on me that the show emanated from Styles' home state. It's a dumb tradition for the hometown heroes to lose on their own turf, but let's face it: Ziggler desperately needed a high-profile win in order to feel like a threat heading into Money in the Bank.
· Shinsuke Nakamura and Sami Zayn vs. Kevin Owens and Baron Corbin: I'm highly anticipating the eventual match on the main roster between Nakamura and Zayn. Nothing will top their TakeOver: Dallas encounter, but it should be sensational, nevertheless. At any rate, this was an excellent tag team match that received an ample amount of time where the babyfaces resumed their winning ways. That said, I'm not a fan of Owens taking so many losses recently.
· Women's Money in the Bank Ladder match announcement: Putting aside the announcement itself for a moment, the brawl that preceded what would have been the Fatal 5-Way Elimination match was fantastic. It was a clever way of working around the matchup not happening and each of the ladies looked awesome. As for the their upcoming Money in the Bank Ladder match, it's an amazing opportunity for the women of SmackDown and really WWE on the whole. I'd prefer that they not kill themselves by doing something too crazy, but other than that, I look forward to seeing what they'll be capable of in the environment. What are the odds Charlotte Flair does a moonsault off a ladder?
This Week's Low Points
· Bayley, This Is Your Life: The Rock and Mick Foley created magic with their This Is Your Life segment two decades ago, something that shouldn't have worked but it did. WWE should have learned from their awful rehash of it in 2011 with Foley and John Cena, yet they somehow managed to pull off the impossible by producing an even worse segment this past week. For as tremendous of a talent as Alexa Bliss is, not even she could salvage this segment. Seriously, this was the drizzling shits and I can't believe someone at WWE thought it was wise to put this on their television show. Now let's never speak of this atrocity ever again.
· Kalisto vs. Titus O'Neil: This was the definition of filler. At only one minute long, this was completely pointless. I will say that I honestly think the O'Neil and Apollo Crews pairing could have some legs if done the right way, but so far I'm not sure what this program with Kalisto is supposed to be accomplishing. Crews failed to beat Kalisto, yet O'Neil did so with a handful of trunks. That basically sends the message that O'Neil is superior to Crews, but wasn't the intent for O'Neil to be Crews' manager? Either way, this was a waste of time.
· Randy Orton and Jinder Mahal: As soon as Orton starts one of his promos with "My name is Randy Orton," I immediately lose interest. This time around, he talked about his father and his grandfather and all of this other random nonsense that loosely tied into his feud with Mahal. They're really stretching at this point to make the program compelling and I'm having a hard time bringing myself to care about it. Now that the shock factor of Mahal as WWE Champion has worn off, there's nothing enticing about their upcoming championship rematch at Money in the Bank.
· Breezango vs. The Colons: This match wasn't a major offense, but it was pretty inconsequential compared to everything else that occurred on SmackDown Live this week. On the bright side, Breezango are gradually getting over with the audience with their eccentric antics, and I'm glad that they aren't being booted off TV all together despite no longer chasing the SmackDown Tag Team Championship. In fact, the film noir vignette for them was better than this.
· Rich Swann vs. Noam Dar: I thought their Raw match was a bit better than your typical Cruiserweight outing because of the involvement of Sasha Banks, but then they had a rematch the very next night on 205 Live where Dar avenged the loss. Essentially, 50/50 booking struck again with Swann and Dar, and now neither of them are any more over than they were before. That's virtually the biggest issue with the entire division in a nutshell and why no one manages to gain momentum. Additionally, Swann and Dar have had countless matches against each other in the past few months, and by this point, I am beyond ready for them to move on from this rivalry that has lasted too long.
