Week of March 10, 2018
Match of the Week: AJ Styles vs. Kevin Owens vs. Sami Zayn vs. Dolph Ziggler vs. Baron Corbin: Fatal 5-Way Match - SmackDown Live, March 6
First and foremost, it was extremely stupid of SmackDown Live to essentially give away their Fastlane WWE Championship main event five days early on free TV. It was a shortsighted move, yet completely unsurprising given how the blue brand has been in the doldrums lately. Nevertheless, this was a very fun Fatal 5-Way match where everyone was allowed to shine at one point or another. The biggest takeaway from the bout was Sami Zayn pinning Kevin Owens to pick up the victory and hinting at a split between the two. We'll see what comes from that on Sunday night.
Superstar of the Week: Braun Strowman
Apparently, one of the most popular Superstars in all of WWE today doesn't have a match currently slated for WrestleMania, but that won't stop Braun Strowman from building momentum in the meantime. His strong week started on Raw when he took on Elias in the first-ever Symphony of Destruction Falls Count Anywhere match. I had no clue what to expect, but it ended up being a blast with Strowman annhilating Elias with a slew of musical instruments. Strowman then emerged victorious alongside Alexa Bliss in a second round match on Mixed Match Challenge.
Show of the Week: WWE NXT, March 7
The Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic returned for the first time in over a year on this week's NXT with TM61 and Authors of Pain clashing in a rematch from the finals of the 2016 installment. It was a very entertaining outing, but far from the only memorable match from Wednesday's episode. Aleister Black and Killian Dane went to war in hopes of earning themselves a shot at the NXT Championship while Bianca Belair impressed once again. Above all else, Tomasso Ciampa trolled the audience by not saying a single word and eliciting nuclear heat in the process!
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Paul Heyman and Roman Reigns promo: I know some fans are getting sick and tired of seeing Heyman show up without Brock Lesnar and talk, but this was definitely one of his better promos in recent memory. He shot from the hip as he talked about the prestige of the Universal Championship (even though it arguably doesn't have any) and how Lesnar deserves to have the schedule he currently does. It also managed to get me excited about Lesnar and Reigns going face-to-face on next week's episode. I realize the outcome of their WrestleMania match isn't at all in doubt, but the build to the bout so far has been well executed.
· Ronda Rousey, Kurt Angle, Triple H and Stephanie McMahon: After back-to-back nights of rough mic work last week, Rousey came across as much more comfortable while speaking this week. I also appreciated that Angle was an actual badass for a change and didn't back down to The Authority. This segment went as smoothly as it could have with the crowd eating up everything they did and it was a hot angle to start the show on Monday night. The mixed tag team WrestleMania match is now official and I'm looking forward to it.
· AJ Styles and Dolph Ziggler: The aforementioned Fatal 5-Way was a quality main event for SmackDown Live this week, but let it not overshadow the excellent verbal exchange between Styles and Ziggler beforehand. It's well-documented that I couldn't care less about Ziggler at this point, but this passionate promo from him served as a reminder that he still has "it" deep within him when he wants to. It didn't convince me whatsoever that Styles is losing the WWE Championship in the upcoming Six-Pack Challenge at Fastlane, but it was a decent effort, nevertheless.
· Drew Gulak vs. Mark Andrews: I absolutely loved the complete contrast of styles on display in this matchup. Gulak and Andrews worked super well together and both competitors emerged from this looking great. Gulak's newfound aggression has been a treat to watch and I'm expecting it to take him to the finals of this WWE Cruiserweight Championship tournament. As for Andrews, here's hoping he's a permanent member of the 205 Live roster moving forward.
· TM61 vs. Authors of Pain: The third installment of the Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic is underway and is off to a strong start with TM61 and Authors of Pain facing off in a rematch from the finals of the 2016 tournament. Needless to say, it was an entertaining affair with TM61 fighting from underneath and Authors of Pain acting as the dominant monsters per usual. TM61 were my pick to advance given they're fresh off a return to the ring and have some momentum at the moment, so I was shocked that they were eliminated in the first round of the bracket. Plus, Authors of Pain have been main roster ready for a while (at least since TakeOver: Brooklyn III) and should be arriving on Raw soon enough.
This Week's Low Points
· John Cena vs. Goldust: The promo Cena cut before the bout about his road to WrestleMania in jeopardy and teasing that it might be him vs. AJ Styles vs. Shinsuke Nakamura for the WWE Championship at the event was well done. I still don't think Cena is walking away with the title at Fastlane, but perhaps it planted some seeds of doubt in the minds of casual fans. This went downhill as soon as Goldust confronted him, though. I was intrigued for split second, but then nothing he said proceeded to make sense. The match itself was also too short to be anything of note. In other words, it was a waste of time.
· Bray Wyatt vs. Rhyno: It seems like the only time Wyatt ever wins anything these days is if he's up against an enhancement talent. Do people honestly take him any more seriously after matches like this than they did before? As for Rhyno, there was some sort of storyline going on where he was attempting to "toughen up" Heath Slater, but I guess that went nowhere and was subsequently scrapped. On the bright side, The Ultimate Deletion is imminent! That is the only way this lifeless Wyatt vs. "Woken" Matt Hardy feud can be salvaged.
· Sheamus and Cesaro vs. The Revival: From an in-ring standpoint, this was a very good match and the closing stretch was especially enjoyable. The issue was that it featured two heel tag teams and the crowd had no incentive to cheer for either tandem. I held out hope last week that The Revival would be involved in the Raw Tag Team Championship match at WrestleMania 34, but after this week, that likely won't be the case. I assume it will end up being Hardy and Wyatt forming an alliance and setting their sights on the twin titles. That has the potential to be a ton of fun.
· Randy Orton vs. Jinder Mahal: While this was better than almost every other outing these two had in 2017, it still speaks volumes that SmackDown Live had to renew this rivalry. I was happy we'd never have to see another Orton vs. Mahal match once their atrocious feud ended last summer, but less than a year later, they are back at it again. Additionally, it makes little sense to have Orton lose to Mahal days before Fastlane unless Mahal will be added to the title matchup as well.
· Becky Lynch vs. Carmella: I commend Carmella and Lynch for putting forth solid performances and for making the most of the time they were allotted, but SmackDown's women's division has been beyond underwhelming lately. Even the title picture has been forgettable, but at least Charlotte Flair and Ruby Riott had a nice little segment on Tuesday night. This, on the other hand, didn't serve a purpose other than to set up another meaningless matchup for Fastlane where Lynch and Naomi will take on Carmella and Natalya in tag team action. Not only will nothing be at stake, none of these women have been feuding in recent weeks, so it comes completely out of nowhere. Lynch badly needs to be moved to Raw.
