Week of March 12, 2016
Match of the Week: The New Day vs. Y2AJ - Raw, March 7
We've seen our fair share of incredible matches so far in 2016, but this bout not only earned the award for Match of the Week but also Best Raw Match of 2016 (up to this point, anyway). Whether they're partners or opponents, Chris Jericho and AJ Styles have such stellar chemistry together that they're simply incapable of contesting bad matches. Their rematch against The New Day for the WWE Tag Team Championship on Monday's Raw was no exception, as the two tandems put forth an incredible effort in an attempt to walk out of Chicago with the twin titles in tow. Not even Styles pulling everything out of his arsenal was enough to steal the straps from New Day, who successfully retained their titles in clean fashion following a beautiful Codebreaker counter into the Big Ending. Jericho solidifying his split from Styles was the icing on the cake. 

Superstar of the Week: Sami Zayn
Very rarely does a wrestler who wins the Superstar of the Week Award have a strong showing (much less appear) on the three biggest programs (Raw, NXT and SmackDown) I take into consideration while writing the Week in Review, but that just so happened to be the case with Sami Zayn this past week. Following a hard-fought victory over Neville on Raw, Kevin Owens looked to add insult to injury afterward before Zayn shockingly resurfaced and took the fight to his longtime adversary. They rekindled their rivalry days later on SmackDown where Zayn was successful in knocking off Owens and The Miz in tag team action alongside Neville. And let's not forget about his amazing outing versus Samoa Joe in the No. 1 Contender's 2-out-of-3 Falls match for the NXT Championship. This road to WrestleMania should be an exciting one for Zayn. 

Show of the Week: Monday Night Raw, March 7
Coming off last week's lackluster episode, Monday's edition of Raw bounced back in a big way with excellent hype for Saturday's WWE Roadblock special in addition to WrestleMania 32 in just under one month away. The show was highlighted by two fantastic matches in Kevin Owens vs. Neville and the WWE Tag Team Championship contest as well as Sami Zayn's return to the main roster and Chris Jericho turning heel on AJ Styles. Plus, the episode emanated from Chicago, a crowd traditionally known to make a mediocre show far better with their electric energy and enthusiasm. The only knock against Raw this week, however, was how the three hours were as draining as always. Regardless, the good outweighed the bad, and the WrestleMania card continues to fill out nicely. Here's hoping they can maintain this momentum next week. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Mr. McMahon and Shane McMahon: I could have sworn that going into Raw, WWE was advertising a face-to-face confrontation between Shane and Stephanie, yet we got this instead. Hey, I'm not complaining! This was a very enjoyable war of the words and I really appreciated them touching upon some taboo topics such as Vince being out of touch and so on. Vince discussing his strained relationship with his son makes little sense given the bad blood they've had in the past, but it was a nice touch for him to break the picture of them together. Shane taking out all of the security team was so ridiculous that it was actually fun to watch.
· Kevin Owens vs. Neville: This wasn't one of those matches where my reaction was "Yeah, it was great as you'd expect it to be." No, this was absolutely awesome and then some. I think we all know just how good Neville is in the ring, but it's performances like this that make you realize how underrated he truly is. He pulled out a number of moves in this match that made me jump out of my seat and question whether he was on the verge of victory. Of course, Sami Zayn coming to Neville's aid afterward was even better.
· Dean Ambrose and Triple H: All of the interactions these two have had so far have been solid and have gotten me excited for their upcoming encounter at WWE Roadblock. Their promos together don't blow me away, but if nothing else, it's so refreshing to see Ambrose being positioned as a threat to Triple H. It essentially solidifies him as a main event player, regardless of whether he walks out of Toronto as WWE World Heavyweight Champion. In the absence of Roman Reigns, WWE has done a decent job of building this bout up and making it feel as special as possible.
· Chris Jericho promo: Heel Chris Jericho is back, baby! And I couldn't be happier. He has been a babyface for so long that although his promo material on SmackDown was a retread of his 2008 work, it was still stellar. Additionally, the visual of him taunting AJ Styles while standing behind a burning trash can with the Y2AJ shirt inside it was very cool. I look forward to what the rest of this feud brings.
· Sami Zayn vs. Samoa Joe: As I noted my NXT review for this week, this match may not have been for everyone because of its extreme length, but that was actually what I loved most about it. How often nowadays do we witness a match that takes up an entire show? Rarely ever. I'm not saying it was a tremendous match because it went almost 45 minutes, but rather they made such excellent use of the time that it's hard to criticize. I liked how they spaced out the falls and didn't rush through the first two as most 2-out-of-3 Falls matches tend to do. Joe winning was also a pleasant surprise. Zayn is officially back on the main roster anyway, so it only made sense to go back to Joe as the No. 1 contender to the title.
This Week's Low Points
· League of Nations vs. Dolph Ziggler: To be fair, this match exceeded my expectations from an in-ring standpoint because Ziggler fares better when he's up against the odds. Otherwise, I couldn't have cared less. League of Nations are just a dead act for me and I'm never interested in anything they're involved in. As for Ziggler, he feels like old news by this point. He's still an excellent wrestler, but when was the last truly notable feud he had? On the bright side, I liked how they acknowledged his history with The Authority from Survivor Series, but at the same time, it reminded viewers just how bad the payoff to that angle really was.
· Kalisto vs. Tyler Breeze: Similar to Ziggler vs. League of Nations, Kalisto and Breeze produced a fun match in the time they were allotted, but it was a missed opportunity for both men. Kalisto was getting over with the audience when they put him back with Sin Cara for no reason, and this match was proof that WWE needs to start pushing him prominently again for fans to take him seriously. There's also so much more they can be doing with Breeze right now. I realize I say that every week, but it's never any less true.
· Brie Bella vs. Summer Rae: Maybe it's because her feud with Charlotte was better than I thought it would be, but I've been warming up to Brie as of late. Please note, however, that has nothing to do with her apparent program with Lana. What is the end-game supposed to be anyway? A match between them at WrestleMania? No thanks. I have zero desire to see Lana in the ring. That ship sailed long ago. Brie's second match with Summer on SmackDown was half-decent, but their short-lived encounter on Raw was virtually pointless for as long as it lasted and Summer's win went to waste.
· League of Nations vs. The Lucha Dragons: I feel like there weren't any poorly wrestled matches this week because this was also entertaining in its own right. But as I discussed above, I'm not high on the idea of putting The Lucha Dragons back together as a regular tandem. They're a treat to watch in the ring, but Kalisto shouldn't be taking unnecessary losses while United States Champion.
· The Wyatt Famiy: I'm contemplating dedicating the entire "Low Points" column to The Wyatt Family. Not because I don't like them, but rather because of their horrid booking. They were nowhere to be seen on Raw other than in a brief pre-taped promo, which was more of the same from them. That was done to promote Wyatt's match with Brock Lesnar at WWE Roadblock, which was fine. So, why have them lose in decisive fashion on SmackDown in eight-man tag team action? It's always one step forward, two steps back with this group. Sadly, it's gotten to the point where I just don't care anymore. All of them could get taken to Suplex City within minutes at Saturday's special and I likely wouldn't lose any sleep.
