Week of March 14, 2015
Match of the Week: Hideo Itami vs. Tyler Breeze - NXT, March 11
Honestly, I thought Hideo Itami and Tyler Breeze had a better outing at NXT TakeOver last month, and while it was still a very good match, I probably wouldn't have given it the award for Match of the Week during a normal week. However, this was no normal week, as Raw was as bad as it's been in quite time with no redeeming qualities from an in-ring standpoint. SmackDown wasn't much better, and while there was a few decent matchups, I thought Itami and Breeze had the overall better bout of anything else I saw this past week. Itami and Breeze have been ripping it up in NXT for months and it's nice to see both guys have been getting direction out of this feud. Breeze had been floundering for a while, but he seems to have found his groove again. As for Itami, he's been getting more accustomed to the WWE style with every match he's wrestled and this was another prime example of that. In what was a pleasantly surprising finish, Breeze hit the Beauty Shot for the clean victory. I wouldn't at all be opposed to these two facing each other again in the future. 

Superstar of the Week: Ryback
As forgettable of a week as it was for WWE, there were several Superstars who had strong showings on both Raw and SmackDown this week. None of them had breakout performances, but of them all, I thought Ryback picked up the most momentum in the last seven days. He's been building a head of steam since returning from injury last fall, getting himself over when no one thought he would. Although I personally would have preferred to see him in a higher profile match a WrestleMania, a prominent position in the Andre the Giant Memorial Battle Royal will suffice. On Raw, he scored a big win in tag team action over Big Show and Kane with Erick Rowan as his partner. Only days later on SmackDown, he scored an equally impressive victory against The Miz. Can The Big Guy come out on top at WrestleMania 31? 

Show of the Week: WWE NXT, March 11
It doesn't take a rocket scientist to figure out that Monday Night Raw wasn't good this week. If anything, it was downright terrible. While there were a few highlights (Randy Orton's vicious attack on Seth Rollins and the promos from Paul Heyman and Bray Wyatt), it left a sour taste in my mouth on the whole. That's not to say I'm not excited for WrestleMania because I absolutely am; I'm just feeling a little more worried about what we might be getting at the event after all the odd booking decisions we've been getting in recent weeks. With SmackDown being mediocre at best, that leaves NXT as the latest Show of the Week, which shouldn't surprise anyone. NXT is the only wrestling WWE program out there that is consistently entertaining and this week's show was no exception. It wasn't as stacked of a show as it has been in recent weeks, but it was certainly enjoyable. From the nice women's and tag team matches to Alex Riley's stellar performance to the solid main event, there was a lot to like about the episode and I look forward to next week's edition from Ohio. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Randy Orton attacks Seth Rollins: I can see why the extreme violence of the attack would turn some viewers off, but on a show that desperately needed a few highlights, I'd catergorize this as one of them. I've said since the fall that Orton can really shine in the anti-hero role if he's given something to sink his teeth into and this feud with Rollins is perfect. However, there were other ways of getting to a match at WrestleMania without having Rollins look like a complete dope for buying into Orton's charade these last few weeks. Regardless, their WrestleMania match should be killer.
· Paul Heyman promo: Do you honestly need me to tell you how spectacular this was? Heyman has always been a master of the mic, but its promos like the one from last week and this week that take him to a league all of his own. Moreover, he is the only thing keeping my interest in the WWE World Heavyweight Championship match at WrestleMania. I had hope that Roman Reigns and Brock Lesnar could make it work, but WWE failing to capitalize off Lesnar's few appearances killed my excitement.
· The Undertaker accepts Bray Wyatt's WrestleMania challenge: I understand WWE wants to keep Undertaker off TV until WrestleMania, but it's hurting this feud because the only time we'll see them face-to-face will be at the event, and you know if won't be continuing past that point. That said, Wyatt's been doing a solid job with his recent promos. While the segment from Raw felt over-the-top, it was the perfect kind of over-the-top for an Undertaker feud. I'm still concerns with who goes over in their match, but we'll cross that bridge when we get to it.
· Connor the Crusher to Receive the Warrior Award: For all the crap I give WWE's Creative at times (okay, most of the time), this company should be honored for doing stuff like this. Connor obviously made a major impact on the lives of many within the organization and it's beautiful to seeing him being recognized during WrestleMania weekend. The award itself was something Warrior mentioned during his Hall of Fame speech last year and I couldn't be happier to see it coming to fruition.
· Roman Reigns and Mark Henry: Although he has improved in the last few months, Reign's mic skills still need some work as seen on Thursday's SmackDown. A returning Henry carried him to a really good segment that brought out the fire and passion out of him we saw during his heel run a few years back. It's just a shame we haven't been able to see more of Reigns and Lesnar in the same ring together up to this point.
· Alex Riley: His return match against CJ Parker on Wednesday's NXT was ultimately forgettable, but his pre- and post-match promos certainly weren't. He showed more passion in those promos than I have seen out of most of the main roster performers in quite some time. If he can continue to channel that going forward, he can have a lot of success as a singles guy in NXT.
This Week's Low Points
· John Cena and Rusev: I knew exactly how this was going to play out, but I was hoping WWE would find another way of getting to the United States Championship match at WrestleMania. Unfortunately, they didn't. Basically, in choking out Rusev, Cena, a hero to millions of children worldwide, sent the message that if you want something you don't deserve, you should attack someone until they give in to your demands. Certain Superstars have done it in the past, sure, but it was very uncharacteristic of Cena's character. Any chance they bring up how Stephanie said only Rusev can grant Cena a title rematch?
· Wiz Khalifa: What an absolute waste of time. Perhaps it's because I'm not fond of his music, but I didn't see what purpose this was supposed to serve. Not even his hometown of Philadelphia cared to see him, and that's always been the biggest problem with musical acts on Raw. Wrestling fans go to wrestling shows to see wrestling, not musical performances. Worse yet, the guy openly tweeted about smoking weed before he went out! That shouldn't be surprising, but still, it's a PG show. Seriously?
· Ryback and Erick Rowan vs. Big Show and Kane: Ryback and Rowan are fine characters, but Rowan in particular has been a dead character ever since he lost the feud to Big Show back in December. Speaking of whom, next to nobody cares about Big Show or Kane, so why does WWE think for a second that anyone will care about them feuding with each other? Stephanie McMahon emasculating the two afterward made the entire thing even worse. If The Authority doesn't split immediately after WrestleMania, we're all in trouble.
· Cesaro and Tyson Kidd vs. The New Day: Cesaro and Kidd have been doing a great job of making the tag team division feel fresh again since winning the WWE Tag Team Championship a few weeks back, and while this loss to The New Day didn't ruin all their momentum, it definitely did damage. It's mind boggling to me that WWE can't see that The New Day is a worthless act as babyfaces and having them beat the tag champs helps no one. They are better teams that can be contending for the belts
· The Usos vs. Los Matadores: Everything I wrote in the prior paragraph can be applied to this meaningless match as well. As if The New Day beating the tag champs clean wasn't bad enough, we have an act that's even less over in Los Matadores beating The Usos, the former tag champs. Obviously, it was done to give them a reason to be in the tag title match at 'Mania, but why them instead of Prime Time Players or The Ascension?
· Intercontinental Championship Ladder match build: This match had me all kinds of excited when it was initially announced, and it still could turn out to be a great match, but the build for it so far has been deplorable. The game of hot potato doesn't make me care about the bout or the title any more, and then Daniel Bryan being called a "turd" on SmackDown by two top babyfaces was what solidified this as being so stupid to me.
