Week of March 14, 2020
Match of the Week: Daniel Bryan vs. Drew Gulak - Elimination Chamber, March 8
The Elimination Chamber ended up being a fairly pointless pay-per-view as expected, but at least we got this gem out of it between Daniel Bryan and Drew Gulak. The former NXT Cruiserweight Champion hasn't been given many chances to shine since being drafted to SmackDown last October, but he gained a ton from taking Bryan to the limit and putting both of their bodies through hell. Not everyone will appreciate this wrestling masterpiece, but I thought it was perfectly positioned as the opener to Elimination Chamber and was different from everything else on the show.
Superstar of the Week: Daniel Bryan
Before this past week, Daniel Bryan was as directionless as he's been since returning to the ring a few years ago. This mini program with Drew Gulak has been fun, but it felt like filler until they put on that banger of a bout at Elimination Chamber. Of course, Bryan emerged victorious as he should have, but I didn't expect them to form an alliance days later on SmackDown. Thanks to Gulak's guidance, Bryan was able to soundly defeat Cesaro. Bryan may be back in the Intercontinental Championship picture before long, possibly in time for WrestleMania 36.
Show of the Week: WWE NXT, March 11
NXT produced another strong show on Wednesday night after a string of less-than-stellar episodes last month. The two title matches made it an especially excellent show with Keith Lee and The BroserWeights maintaining possession of their respective championships. Charlotte Flair's appearance was a pleasant surprise, Tegan Nox and Mia Yim advanced to the Ladder match at TakeOver: Tampa, Kushida picked up a needed win, and Johnny Gargano and Tommaso Ciampa wrecked the Performance Center. It was a fun two hours that flew by.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Elimination Chamber matches: Although there weren't any standout matches that took place at Elimination Chamber outside of Daniel Bryan vs. Drew Gulak, I thought the Chamber matches served their purpose. The SmackDown Tag Team Championship Chamber match was easily the more entertaining of the two and had a strong layout. Meanwhile, the women's Chamber matchup was exactly what it needed to be. I know it wasn't the most exciting Elimination Chamber, but Shayna Baszler was booked to look dominant and it's not like the outcome was ever in doubt, anyway. I had no issues with it except the odd pacing.
· Rey Mysterio vs. Angel Garza: I've been loving everything these two (along with Andrade and Humberto Carrillo) have been doing in the United States Championship scene lately and this was another very entertaining encounter. I wasn't fond of Garza losing clean, but at least he looked great in defeat. I still hope it ends up being Andrade vs. Mysterio vs. Garza vs. Carrillo for the star-spangled prize at WrestleMania 36, but Carrillo has to do something to earn another shot after losing at Chamber.
· John Cena and Bray Wyatt: It didn't matter that this happened in an empty arena. This verbal exchange was excellent. I wasn't a fan of these two facing each other (again) at WrestleMania, but they sold me it on it with their top-notch promo work on SmackDown. Cena said Wyatt was to blame for his own "burial" six years ago, while Wyatt credited Cena for essentially creating The Fiend. It was intense, easy to the understand and effective in setting the stage for their WrestleMania match. We need more of this from them.
· Rhea Ripley and Charlotte Flair: Both interactions these ladies had this past week were well done. Ripley stood her ground against Flair on Monday's Raw and even left her laying after a slap to the face. Flair popping up on NXT two days later to strike back was a pleasant surprise. The match basically sells itself on paper, but I'm glad they're doing such a strong job of building it up. Needless to say, it's imperative Ripley retains the NXT Women's Championship at WrestleMania.
· Johnny Gargano and Tommaso Ciampa brawl: Personally, I was already looking forward to Gargano and Ciampa going at it one more time at TakeOver: Tampa because I understood that they didn't have a chance to wrap up their rivalry over WrestleMania weekend last year due to Ciampa's unfortunate injury. However, not everyone was as thrilled as I was about them rekindling their rivalry and thus Gargano and Ciampa needed to do something to get those fans hooked again. I think their brutal brawl on NXT accomplished that. They held nothing back while tearing the Performance Center apart, giving me the impression that they'll have a Falls Count Anywhere match at TakeOver. Either way, count me in. I have no doubt that they'll deliver like they always do.
· The BroserWeights vs. Undisputed Era: The match these teams had at TakeOver: Portland was so spectacular that it was going to be tough for them to top it, so while this didn't quite reach those levels of awesomeness, it still a quality contest. Grizzled Young Veterans attempted to interfere but to no avail, which must mean they're next in line for a shot at the tag titles.
· 205 Live Originals vs. NXT Cruiserweights: Even without a crowd, the Cruiserweights killed it in this week's 205 Live main event. The 10-man elimination tag team match pitted the very best of both brands against each other and it was a blast. Kushida and Isiah "Swerve" Scott emerging as the sole survivors of their squad was the right call.
This Week's Low Points
· Braun Strowman vs. Sami Zayn, Shinsuke Nakamura and Cesaro: I didn't have high expectations for this 3-on-1 Handicap match going into Elimination Chamber, and while it wasn't totally terrible, it wasn't anything out of the ordinary, either. The bottom line is that all Handicap matches in WWE should be banished from here on out because of how heavily WWE relies on them. In all seriousness, Zayn winning the Intercontinental Championship (his first main roster title) was a cool surprise, but it came out of nowhere. He's been booked to look like a loser for so long that it's hard to care about him holding gold right now.
· The Street Profits and The Viking Raiders vs. Seth Rollins, Murphy and AOP: I didn't love how WWE gave away Aleister Black vs. Seth Rollins with a minimal amount of hype beforehand, but dragging this eight-man tag team match out over 20 minutes was even worse. Don't get me wrong, it was perfectly fine from an in-ring standpoint, but it wasn't exciting enough to justify lasting as long as it did. The heels winning also proved that Street Profits can't win without Kevin Owens' help, which isn't exactly encouraging.
· Riddick Moss vs. Cedric Alexander: Moss beating Alexander wasn't as egregious as Moss beating Ricochet last week because Alexander has been on the descent for months, but it was still sad to see. I realize I'm beating a dead horse here, but let's not forget that it was around this time six months ago that Alexander was in the hunt for the United States Championship and took then-champion AJ Styles to his limit on multiple occasions. He deserves so much better than losing to someone who is as bland as bread.
· The Kabuki Warriors vs. Natalya and Liv Morgan: The Kabuki Warriors have been treading water for a while now as WWE Women's Tag Team Champions and this felt like filler for them. Natalya and Morgan were a random pairing, but that was probably because this was designed to further the feud between the former Riott Squad members (that nobody cares about). Natalya reuniting with Beth Phoenix to challenge The Kabuki Warriors would be interesting, though.
· Bayley and Sasha Banks vs. Alexa Bliss and Nikki Cross: It's hard to say anything negative about this match because of the lack of live audience. They worked hard and gave it a good effort. I don't blame them for not wrestling through the commercial break per the video that leaked online (why wrestle when there's no one there?). The reason I put this in the "Low Points" column is because we still have no idea what the SmackDown Women's Championship match will be at WrestleMania. It may not even matter if WrestleMania is postponed to a later date if this coronavirus pandemic worsens (as it's expected to), and maybe Paige being forced to miss SmackDown had to do with nothing of note happening, but I came away underwhelmed by what I saw.
· Jeff Hardy vs. King Corbin: I'm thrilled Hardy is back, but it's a shame he had to return in an empty arena. He always draws big reactions, so the lack of live crowd was a bummer. But hey, WWE didn't have many other options. As far as the match itself went, it was decent albeit forgettable. They weren't given enough time to have the matchup they were capable of in my opinion.
· Mia Yim vs. Dakota Kai: This was a fun match for what it was, but I hated the outcome. I like Yim, but there was no reason for Kai to lose so soon after beating Tegan Nox in back-to-back bouts. She had a ton of momentum, so to not put her in the Ladder matchup at TakeOver: Tampa is a head-scratching decision.
