Week of March 16, 2019
Match of the Week: Daniel Bryan vs. Kevin Owens vs. Mustafa Ali: WWE Championship Triple Threat Match - Fastlane, March 10
Similar to last week, there were a handful of exceptional encounters to choose from for the latest "Match of the Week," but personally, I felt the Triple Threat for the WWE Championship from Fastlane was the best of the bunch. It was originally supposed to see Daniel Bryan and Kevin Owens go one-on-one, but Mustafa Ali was added in the night of the event. All three men had strong showings, and although the outcome was somewhat predictable, the pace never slowed and the action was exhilarating all the way through. Bryan can now fully focus on Kofi Kingston coming off this victory.
Superstar of the Week: Shane McMahon
I'm sure I wasn't the only one expecting The Miz to betray Shane McMahon. Lest we forget, he has a tendency to turn on his tag team partners. At Fastlane, however, Shane shocked the world when he blindsided Miz from behind and unleashed all of his anger on him. The crowd in Cleveland erupted in boos as they watched the hometown hero get brutally beaten up by Shane. Following the explanation he offered on SmackDown Live, Shane seems to now be in his element as a heel, meaning the rest of the build to his bout against Miz at WrestleMania will be a blast.
Show of the Week: WWE 205 Live, March 12
The WWE Cruiserweight Championship No. 1 Contender's Tournament has largely been the focal point of 205 Live since it kicked off two weeks ago, making every episode more exciting than the last. This week, the semifinals were held and both bouts were excellent. First, Cedric Alexander and Oney Lorcan went to war and contested a highly entertaining opener that culminated with Alexander punching his ticket to the finals. Drew Gulak and Tony Nese then topped them in the main event by producing a terrific match of their own, which was won by Nese.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· The Shield vs. Baron Corbin, Drew McIntyre and Bobby Lashley: Although there wasn't anything on the line in this match, I had no problem with it going on last at Fastlane because of just how invested the crowd was in the action. The old Shield six-man tag team matches from years ago never ceased to entertain viewers, so if this was indeed their "last ride" as a unit, they went out on top. I was happy Corbin took the pinfall loss for his team, which should hopefully put the rumors of Roman Reigns facing him at WrestleMania 35 to rest. Reigns vs. McIntyre, on the other hand, is much more appealing to me on paper.
· The Revival vs. Aleister Black and Ricochet vs. Bobby Roode and Chad Gable: Raw's tag team division has been on ice for months, but I expected this Triple Threat to be a barn burner and they definitely delivered. Roode and Gable make up for their boring personalities with their excellent in-ring work, while Black and Ricochet continue to develop tremendous chemistry as partners. This was fun from start to finish and The Revival retaining their titles was the right call. Who will step up to challenge them next?
· Samoa Joe vs. Rey Mysterio vs. Andrade vs. R-Truth: This was a nice little surprise for Fastlane. Mysterio and Andrade were originally supposed to face off in singles action on the Kickoff show, but a United States Championship Fatal 4-Way rematch from last week's SmackDown Live was booked in its place. All four of these guys work wonderfully together and this was another entertaining outing from them. I'm thrilled Joe will be walking into WrestleMania as the United States Champion, but it's a shame John Cena likely won't end up contending for the gold as had been teased.
· Drew McIntyre vs. Dean Ambrose: These two have done battle twice before in recent weeks, but this was their best bout to date. They made effective use of the Falls Count Anywhere stipulation by taking their fight all around the arena and beating the holy hell out of each other. My idea of Ambrose turning Reigns never came to fruition, but as previously noted, I'm perfectly fine with Reigns facing McIntyre at 'Mania instead.
· Kofi Kingston and Mr. McMahon: Kingston's rocky road to WrestleMania has been very well executed so far. As boring as his Handicap match against The Bar was at Fastlane, it only made fans want to see him get his rightful shot at the WWE Championship that much more. His confrontation with McMahon on SmackDown went exactly how I figured it would with McMahon granting him the chance to compete for the title at 'Mania if Kingston is able to overcome the massive roadblock in front of him next week. Needless to say, he's winning that Gauntlet matchup, but I'm almost positive there will be more shenanigans ahead of WrestleMania. Nevertheless, WWE has done a strong job of telling this story and everybody has played their roles remarkably well.
· AJ Styles and Randy Orton: I was already looking forward to this WrestleMania match because I knew they would go out there and kill it, but their verbal exchange on SmackDown gave even more fans a reason to be excited for it. Here's hoping this program didn't peak early and that they still have plenty of ammunition left to unload on each other.
· #DIY vs. Aleister Black and Ricochet: To be honest, it was virtually impossible for this to be anything less than stellar. This would have been a fitting finale to the tournament, but I enjoyed it immensely, regardless. I assume Johnny Gargano's post-match attack on Tommaso Ciampa would have set them up for an NXT Championship clash at TakeOver: New York before Ciampa had to undergo neck surgery.
This Week's Low Points
· Becky Lynch vs. Charlotte Flair: Remember that classic series of matches Lynch and Flair had over the SmackDown Women's Championship late last year? Yeah, their Fastlane encounter wasn't one of them. It was already painfully obvious that Lynch was winning so she could be added back into the Raw Women's Championship match at WrestleMania, but WWE could have at least had her win in convincing fashion. Instead, Flair brutalized her "injured" knee for several minutes before Ronda Rousey interfered and caused the contest to be thrown out. Yes, Lynch is still going to WrestleMania, but she has cooled off considerably in recent weeks.
· Asuka vs. Mandy Rose: To her credit, Rose put forth a commendable effort against Asuka, but this wasn't anything special whatsoever. It didn't help that the crowd never once bought into the possibility of Rose winning the SmackDown Women's Championship, and the abrupt finish made matters even worse. I understood what they were going for (with Sonya Deville inadvertently costing Rose the match), but it came across as botched and probably left more than a handful of fans confused. I expected better out of Asuka.
· The Boss 'n' Hug Connection vs. Nia Jax and Tamina: Sasha Banks and Bayley did all they could to carry Jax and Tamina to a passable match, but unfortunately, this fell flat. WWE has been trying to make Jax and Tamina a thing for months now, but they should realize that it simply isn't working. Tamina is terrible and Jax isn't much better. I'm not sure why WWE had them lose decisively here if the idea is for them to remain in the title picture. I'm a fan of The Divas of Doom reuniting, but I'd rather see them face Banks and Bayley straight up than have it be a multi-team matchup.
· Finn Balor vs. Bobby Lashley: I can't recall a single match Balor and Lashley have had that was remotely above average. Despite that, WWE continues to put them together and trade the Intercontinental Championship back and forth between them. I fail to see what purpose Balor beating Lashley for the belt served if the plan was for Lashley to regain the gold one month later. I couldn't care less about that title by this point.
· Alexa Bliss reveals she will be hosting WrestleMania 35: This is merely a minor "Low Point," but I'm still flabbergasted by the booking of Bliss lately. She sat on the sidelines for a few months with an injury at the end of 2018, but although she returned to the ring at the Royal Rumble, she has stuck with her Moment of Bliss talk show segment and hasn't done any wrestling at all. WWE's grand idea is to have her host WrestleMania. Sure, that will earn her a lot of screen time at the event, but where she goes from there is unknown. This is a lot like when The New Day hosted WrestleMania two years ago, because they too had reached a point of stagnation and weren't going to be involved in anything of note on the card. I suppose it's something for her to do.
· Natalya vs. Nia Jax: I mentioned earlier how I'm not in favor of keeping Jax and Tamina in the tag team title picture heading into WrestleMania, and this extremely brief bout between Natalya and Jax failed to change my mind on that. Plus, Beth Phoenix came out with Natalya to almost no reaction from the crowd, which was pretty sad.
· Asuka vs. Sonya Deville: It's odd that Deville and Rose might be on the verge of breaking up even though they'd be the perfect people to challenge for the WWE Women's Tag Team Championship at some point. Meanwhile, Rose's "accidental" interference in this match led to Deville losing the same way she did at Fastlane. The execution wasn't amazing, mind you, but my biggest issue with this was that Asuka felt like a total afterthought.
