Week of March 18, 2017
Match of the Week:WWE Cruiserweight Championship No. 1 Contender's Fatal 5-Way Elimination Match - 205 Live, March 14
205 Live hasn't featured many memorable matches since the show's debut in late November, but among them have been two terrific WWE Cruiserweight Championship No. 1 Contender's Fatal 5-Way Elimination matches with the second one taking place this past Tuesday night. Austin Aries, The Brian Kendrick, Akira Tozawa, TJ Perkins and Tony Nese all vied for a shot at the strap. The match started out slow, but once they picked up the pace, it was truly a treat. In the end, it came down to Aries and Kendrick battling it out with Aries ultimately emerging victorious. 

Superstar of the Week: AJ Styles
It really is ridiculous to think that we are two weeks out from WrestleMania 33 and AJ Styles still isn't booked for a match on the card in storyline. Although he was "fired" from SmackDown Live this past week, you can bet he and Shane McMahon will meet in a match at 'Mania. I wasn't originally excited for the bout and I still have my doubts, but the build to it on SmackDown was well done with Styles ambushing the boss backstage in an absolutely vicious attack. He was the talk of the town on Tuesday and I look forward to seeing what kind of match he can get out of Shane on April 2. 

Show of the Week: WWE SmackDown Live, March 14
Following last week's fantastic effort, it was back to normal for Raw on Monday night. Don't get me wrong, it wasn't an awful show, but it wasn't nearly as exciting as the week prior. Both Raw and SmackDown Live did a decent job of continuing to build toward WrestleMania 33, but I simply thought the blue brand provided a more entertaining episode on the whole on Tuesday night. The AJ Styles and Shane McMahon storyline took center stage, but Miz TV was exceptional and the women's matches were both well-wrestled. The rest of the road to WrestleMania should be equally enjoyable. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Seth Rollins, Triple H, Stephanie McMahon and Mick Foley: Say what you will about the authority figures on Raw being way too overbearing and distracting (and I absolutely agree), but for one night anyway, they were effectively used this week in the show-closing segment. At long last, Foley stood up to HHH and Stephanie, and instead of walking away like a coward, he took the fight to HHH, albeit briefly. Rollins' heroic save of Foley was also excellent and their subsequent brawl was awesome. It would be a shame if they don't face off in an actual match at WrestleMania because this feud has been built up extraordinarily well.
· Roman Reigns and Shawn Michaels: Reigns' match with Jinder Mahal was a complete waste of time I thought, but the segment that followed with Reigns and Michaels was pretty good. Michaels tends to return at least once every WrestleMania season, whether it be for a Triple H feud or an Undertaker feud, and I liked the verbal exchange he had with Reigns, who showed more of a heelish side than usual. No, I don't think that means he's turning heel any time soon (sadly), but at least he's embracing the boos at this point.
· Paul Heyman and Brock Lesnar: Isn't it odd to anyone else that the challenger to the Universal Championship is appearing more frequently on Raw these days than the Universal Champion himself? Heyman's mic work last week was a bit better, but I thought this was still a good promo from him in hyping up the upcoming Lesnar vs. Goldberg match. There isn't much left for him to say about it, but he held my interest here. It also kicked off Raw on a high note and this was the second biggest highlight of the night next to what happened at the end with Rollins and HHH.
· Miz TV: The Miz and Maryse are simply untouchable at the moment. I dug them as a pairing as soon as they came together a year ago, and now they're finally starting to hit their stride, or at least on the mic. Their pair of promos on Tuesday night were phenomenal and I'm glad Maryse finally acknowledged her real-life heat with Nikki Bella from years ago, adding more fuel to the fire of this feud. This storyline has quickly exceeded all expectations I had for it.
· Bobby Roode vs. Kassius Ohno: You would think Roode would have been more upset than he was over Ohno immediately receiving a shot at his NXT Championship despite not doing anything to deserve it. At any rate, this was a good match from them, especially the final few minutes. They worked well together, though I was shocked Ohno was beaten clean in his first bout back. Why wasn't he at least protected in defeat? That was a head-scratching move. I guess we'll see where it goes. I also need to mention how badly the quiet crowd hindered my excitement for it. The UCF arena was an awful atmosphere, so hopefully NXT doesn't return there in the future for any more tapings.
This Week's Low Points
· Big Show vs. Titus O'Neil: Well, it's official: Show will not be facing Shaq at WrestleMania. There were rumors weeks ago that the match fell through, and then that there was a chance it could still happen. Unfortunately, it's off, and I realize I was one of only a handful of fans that actually wanted to see it. Instead, Show will taking part in the Andre the Giant Memorial Battle Royal, which is why this match happened. I'm not looking forward to Show competing in meaningless matches in the weeks ahead. It's a shame his last WrestleMania will be fairly forgettable for him as opposed to taking part in a featured match with Shaq.
· Enzo Amore and Big Cass vs. Cesaro and Sheamus: The match was decent enough, and thankfully it didn't overstay its welcome considering how predictable the outcome was. However, my interest in the tag team division is extremely low at the moment. The Club continue to be booked poorly even as champions, Cesaro and Sheamus win so inconsistently, and Enzo and Cass lost their luster long ago. A Triple Threat tag team match gets Raw's top three tandems (sans The New Day) on the card, but I honestly don't care who wins.
· Bayley vs. Nia Jax: Having Bayley win the Raw Women's Championship on a random Raw was the first mistake the company made with her, but how they have handled her since then has been downright disappointing. From losing to Sasha Banks in clean fashion to then being beaten down by Jax this week on Raw, Bayley has looked like a loser in her short run as champ. And no, that's not the nature of her character because she was an underdog in NXT as well and rarely lost matches. It looks like Jax will be added to the title match at 'Mania next week and I can't say I'm excited.
· American Alpha vs. The Usos: While this was the last match to take place on SmackDown Live, you had to know it wasn't the true "main event" of the evening. The real focus was on Shane McMahon and the constant updates on his condition, completely overshadowing this matchup in the process. The only good thing about this bout is that they could have a chance to redeem themselves by contesting the match they're capable of if they meet in a title rematch at WrestleMania.
· Mojo Rawley vs. Dolph Ziggler: I appreciated how they set this match up on last week's show, but other than that, this was beyond pointless. It's obvious they're trying to push Rawley as a singles star, and he's definitely improved on his own, but he just isn't at that level yet. Meanwhile, could it be any more clear that Ziggler is walking away from WWE once his contract is up in a few months? You can tell he doesn't want to be there whatsoever. The match hardly lasted two minutes before ending in a count-out. Was that supposed to make me look forward to them competing in the Andre the Giant Memorial Battle Royal or something? Ziggler's heel turn has been such a letdown.
