Week of March 19, 2016
Match of the Week: Kevin Owens vs. AJ Styles - SmackDown, March 17
As soon as they came in contact in the 2016 Royal Rumble match, AJ Styles vs. Kevin Owens became a dream match waiting to happen. Granted, they clashed on occasion during their time on the independent scene, but going one-on-one on the grand stage in WWE is an entirely different story. And where better to do battle than on SmackDown? Days after getting his revenge on Chris Jericho on Raw, Styles set his sights on Owens in this week's main event of the blue brand and looked to get involved in the Intercontinental Championship picture with a win over the title holder. Although they weren't given a ton of time to work their magic, they made the most of what they were allotted and contested a highly entertaining bout. Jericho may have cost Styles the victory, but the bad blood between Owens and Styles is far from over. 

Superstar of the Week: The New Day
It was high time The New Day became full-fledged faces considering they have been ruling the ranks in WWE's tag team division for the past year or so and have been the company's hottest act since they went heel. This week was especially strong for them as they successfully defended their WWE Tag Team Championship at WWE Roadblock and on Raw, respectively, against League of Nations. While I don't typically care about anything League of Nations is involved in, New Day are entertaining enough where they have made that possible for me. Both bouts were very enjoyable and the crowd on both occasions were solidly behind New Day. They followed up those victories with another on SmackDown in the form of Kofi Kingston usurping King Barrett in singles competition. But will their have similar luck at WrestleMania 32? 

Show of the Week: Monday Night Raw, March 14
I'm well-aware I'm in the minority when I say this, but I couldn't me more amped for WrestleMania 32. The card is nearly complete and it's shaping up to be a strong one. And that's not WWE lip service, either; I'm genuinely excited for most of the matches at the event. Perhaps that's merely a case of me being too optimistic per usual, but if the last two years have been any indication, it's that we should never count WWE out. Monday's Raw showed this as they produced another enjoyable episode filled with build for several bouts at The Show of Shows. The three hours dragged on, of course, but Triple H wrestling his first Raw match in nearly three years and Brock Lesnar, The Undertaker and Shane McMahon returning made it a newsworthy night. Let's just hope the next two weeks of WWE TV fly by so WrestleMania will be here now. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· The New Day vs. League of Nations: As noted above, I enjoyed both of these bouts much more than I originally thought I would. Then again, you can always count on New Day to turn anything they touch into gold. I liked the Roadblock match with Kofi Kingston and Big E against Sheamus and King Barrett slightly more, but the Raw match was solid as well. As of now, I'm not stoked for their 4-on-3 Handicap match at WrestleMania because I really thought New Day should have gotten involved with The Usos and The Dudley Boyz, but perhaps the match will exceed expectations. League of Nations do nothing for me, but New Day is just too great.
· Triple H vs. Dean Ambrose: If you tend to hate HHH's matches, then you probably didn't like this match either, but I thoroughly enjoyed it. The first half was slightly slow yet strategic and it built to a suspenseful final stretch. I think we all knew Ambrose wasn't winning the belt, but they still managed to get me with Ambrose hitting the Dirty Deeds on HHH and the referee not catching his foot under the ropes at first. It was a very well-wrestled main event on an entertaining two and a half hour house show that happened to be broadcast.
· The Revival vs. Enzo Amore and Colin Cassady: Several great matches took place at Roadblock, but this bout was by far my favorite. I loved the hell out of the match The Revival had with Enzo and Cass back in December at NXT TakeOver: London this was equally excellent if not better. Enzo and Cass aren't exceptional wrestlers, but when they're in there with the right opponents, you'd be surprised what they're capable of. Hopefully it's only a matter of time before they grace the main roster at long last. The night after WrestleMania on Raw seems to make the most sense to me.
· Charlotte, Sasha Banks and Becky Lynch: I was already anticipating the Divas Championship Triple Threat at WrestleMania, but their segment on SmackDown this past Thursday did quite a bit to get the casual viewer caught up to speed with their history and get invested in their program. Each of the three women performed well on the mic, but Lynch cut the best promo of them all.
· American Alpha vs. The Vaudevillians: While The Vaudevillians aren't exactly my cup of tea, American Alpha are simply sensational and had an awesome outing against the former NXT Tag Team Champions in this week's NXT main event. It's very similar to what I discussed earlier with New Day and League of Nations in that American Alpha got me engaged in the match and Vaudevillians held their own. American Alpha have been killing it these past few months and have been in line for a title opportunity for some time now, so their upcoming championship clash with The Revival, another tandem that has improved immensely over the course of their title reign, should be fun. Another strong addition to NXT TakeOver: Dallas.
This Week's Low Points
· Sami Zayn vs. Stardust: It was cool to see Zayn wrestle in his native Canada at WWE Roadblock, but the match itself was a dud. Not that it was awful or anything along those lines, but the crowd was completely quiet for it and it's hard to blame them. Stardust means next to nothing right now, not to mention Zayn works best when up against opponents that are bigger than him (i.e. Kevin Owens, Samoa Joe). At one point it looked like Stardust might be headed for a match versus Stephen Amell at WrestleMania, but he has hardly been featured on programming at all, so that won't be happening. The Stardust gimmick is a total waste of his talent.
· Triple H vs. Dolph Ziggler: I liked Triple H wrestling on Raw for the first time in nearly three years (though it would have helped if it was advertised ahead of time) and I really liked the promo Ziggler cut earlier in the evening, and although the match was very good, I'm not sure what point it was supposed to serve. HHH already scored a win on Saturday against Dean Ambrose, so it wasn't like he needed another big victory before he defends against Roman Reigns at WrestleMania. And Ziggler is still without a 'Mania match.
· Dolph Ziggler vs. The Miz: Speaking of Ziggler, he seemed to be back to business as usual only days removed from his Raw match with Triple H when he faced Miz on SmackDown. It was as if nothing had ever happened. Ziggler and Miz have fun chemistry together, but their matches have been meaningless because neither of them have benefited from beating the other. I'm sure they'll be involved in the Intercontinental Championship picture come WrestleMania in some form or fashion, but I have zero interest in seeing that because, well, what have they done to deserve it?
· Bubba Ray Dudley vs. Goldust: I felt like I was watching a Raw rerun from 2002 when this match came on SmackDown. Seriously, where the hell did this come from? Did I miss a backstage segment or something? Maybe it's just me, but Golden Truth just aren't clicking as a unit, so I couldn't have cared less about seeing The Dudley Boyz bully Goldust and R-Truth on Thursday night.
· Emma vs. Deonna Purrazzo: I was looking forward to seeing this feud develop when it was first teased several weeks back on NXT, so this was an underwhelming payoff. I'm not positive whether we'll be seeing more matches between them in the future, and I highly doubt they'll be a part of the TakeOver: Dallas card. In fact, from what I've heard, Purrazzo was in attendance at the most recent set of TNA tapings, so it's weird how prominently she's been featured on NXT yet hasn't signed an official contract with them. If nothing else, evil Emma in action is always a treat. I hope it isn't long before she's rewarded for her efforts in some way because the last six months or so of her heel persona have been fantastic.
