Week of March 20, 2021

Match of the Week:
Bobby Lashley vs. Sheamus (Raw, March 15)
It's a shame that Sheamus' lengthy storyline with Drew McIntyre will be culminating at Fastlane instead of WrestleMania 37, if only because he's been killing it in the ring over the last year and deserves to have a prominent match on the show. Look no further than Monday's Raw where he took WWE Champion Bobby Lashley to the limit in a non-title affair. Lashley vs. Sheamus is a match I didn't know I wanted to see until we got it. It was a hell of a hard-hitting outing with both guys having strong showings. Sheamus once again gave it his all before falling short. Lashley has been firing on all cylinders these past few months and deserves to main event WrestleMania. 

Superstar of the Week:
Drew McIntyre
If it wasn't already obvious, we found out at the beginning of Raw this week that Drew McIntyre is headed to the main event of WrestleMania 37 to face Bobby Lashley for the WWE Championship. It's a simple story and a match I'm looking forward to considering how great their Backlash bout was. McIntyre's Raw promo was exactly what it needed to be, followed by his quick decimation of The Miz, who beat him for the WWE title in the first place. The Scottish Warrior's evening didn't end there, however, as he later resurfaced to lay out Lashley and send the message that he has the gold in his sights.
Show of the Week:
Friday Night SmackDown, March 19
The month of March hasn't been stellar for SmackDown, as I've found most of the shows to be subpar. They also weren't doing a great job of building toward Fastlane for the most part, but at least Friday's episode was as good of a go-home show as fans could have asked for. Of course, the stuff surrounding the Universal Championship picture was the highlight of the night, but I also enjoyed the interaction between Seth Rollins and Shinsuke Nakamura, the Big E and Apollo Crews brawl, and even the setup for Sami Zayn vs. Kevin Owens. The stuff in the women's division was a misfire to me, but everything else was effective in my opinion.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Low Points
· Shane McMahon and Braun Strowman: Just when I thought their rivalry couldn't get any worse, it did. A match between the two was promoted for Raw, and unsurprisingly, it didn't happen. Instead, it was an angle where Shane narrowly avoided facing Strowman and attacked him with... wait for it... slime. Seriously. Who this crap is supposed to appeal to, I have no idea. They're advertised to have their matchup at Fastlane, but I'm guessing they'll end up saving it for WrestleMania.
· Asuka vs. Shayna Baszler: This was a WrestleMania-worthy match a year ago, and yet it couldn't have meant less on Monday night. It literally ended in under two minutes. The best thing I can say about it was that Asuka came off as dominant for once, but it shouldn't have come at the expense of Baszler (even though she was the one who knocked her tooth out a few weeks ago). Baszler has fallen far from where she was a year ago and has shown zero signs of bouncing back.
· Dana Brooke and Mandy Rose vs. Lana and Naomi: The women's tag team division on Raw and SmackDown remains a mess. These are the only two teams on Raw other than Baszler and Nia Jax and they aren't very interesting. They're both babyfaces to boot, so that hindered this match, which wasn't very good to begin with. It's possible Brooke and Rose are being groomed for the next shot at the WWE Women's Tag Team Championship, but I honestly can't bring myself to care.
· Bobby Lashley vs. Drew McIntyre announcement: I'm perfectly fine with Lashley vs. McIntyre being the WWE Championship match at WrestleMania, but the way it was announced was so anticlimactic. Unless I missed something, Lashley started the show by casually mentioning in a promo that it's him and McIntyre at 'Mania. It makes sense from a storyline standpoint, but McIntyre should've had to earn it and there should have been more fanfare over him challenging Lashley.
· Bianca Belair vs. Shayna Baszler: It wasn't a great week for Baszler. After essentially getting squashed by Asuka on Raw, she rekindled her rivalry with Belair on SmackDown and once again came away looking like a loser. It was a throwaway match due to the interference from Natalya and Tamina, which is disappointing when you consider that this was an NXT Women's Championship match at an NXT TakeOver special two years ago. This didn't really accomplish anything.
· Finn Balor and Karrion Kross vs. Oney Lorcan and Danny Burch: It isn't often that NXT falls victim to main roster booking, but this was beyond dumb. Leave the reluctant tag team partner crap to Raw and SmackDown. Balor and Kross had no reason to team up and Lorcan and Burch agreeing to put their NXT Tag Team Championship on the line was illogical. Don't get me wrong, it was an entertaining main event, but it served no purpose in the long run and only got Burch hurt.
