Week of March 24, 2018
Match of the Week: Mustafa Ali vs. Drew Gulak: WWE Cruiserweight Championship Tournament Semifinal Match - 205 Live, March 20
For the second straight week, a semifinal match from the ongoing WWE Cruiserweight Championship tournament was the best bout of the week in WWE. That should come as no surprise when you consider who was involved and how exceptional Mustafa Ali and Drew Gulak are as athletes. Both men have been firing on all cylinders throughout this tourney and they put forth a super strong effort when it mattered most on Tuesday night. Granted, Gulak has come into his own as a terrific heel, but Ali is such a strong babyface and was the correct choice to advance to WrestleMania.
Superstar of the Week: Daniel Bryan
I honestly never thought I would see the day where Daniel Bryan would be medically cleared to compete in WWE again, yet here we are. That said, this is an amazing development that virtually everyone is elated over. Bryan is still one of the best wrestlers in the world today, so this changes the game completely. His promo at the start of SmackDown Live was everything I hoped it would be and so much more as he thanked the doctors, the fans and especially his wife Brie for their support. Although he was attacked at the end of the night, it's tremendous to see Bryan back in the ring.
Show of the Week: WWE NXT, March 21
Every WWE show from Raw to SmackDown Live to even 205 Live is fully focused on building toward WrestleMania 34, and while the Show of Shows is shaping up to be something special, let's not forget about the equally stacked TakeOver: New Orleans event. NXT has done a hell of a job of getting me excited for that show, especially with this past week's edition of NXT TV. Between Roderick Strong choosing his partner for the Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic, Kassius Ohno and Adam Cole clashing and Johnny Gargano returning, it was an above-average episode on the whole.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Ultimate Deletion: Admittedly, part of me was worried WWE wouldn't do right by "The Broken Universe," but the fact Vince McMahon aired this footage at all speaks volumes as to how much he trusts "Woken" Matt Hardy to get the character over. The bottom line of Ultimate Deletion was that it was a ton of fun and featured a handful of cameos that made the Broken stuff in TNA such a blast, from Brother Nero to Senor Benjamin. It was something so different than what WWE viewers are used to, which is what I appreciated about it. The real question is, what will become of Bray Wyatt coming out of this?
· Brock Lesnar attacks Roman Reigns: The story WWE has been telling between these two so far hasn't been the greatest (I maintain that fans will boo Reigns no matter what WWE has him do), but this was the best thing Reigns and Lesnar have done yet. Reigns looked like a badass by resisting arrest and then Lesnar capitalizing on Reigns when he was unable to defend himself was brilliant. I don't know if the beatdown angle elicited the type of reaction officials were hoping for, but it still kicked off Raw on a high note.
· Kevin Owens and Sami Zayn attack Daniel Bryan: As previously noted, Bryan's promo addressing the audience at the start of SmackDown Live was phenomenal, but his night didn't end there. He went on to "fire" Owens and Zayn before taking a brutal beating at the hands of the dastardly duo. Bryan refused to back down, however, and even busted out a few of his signature spots. That was a surreal sight to see for the first time in nearly three years, and the crowd ate up everything he did. Look for this to culminate in Owens and Zayn vs. Bryan and Shane McMahon.
· Braun Strowman and Alexa Bliss vs. The Miz and Asuka: Not every match from the Mixed Match Challenge has been must-see up to this point, but you should definitely check out this contest when you get a chance. The chemistry Strowman and Bliss have is off the charts, while Miz and Asuka work wonderfully together as well. Put the two tandems against each other and you have yourself a real enjoyable outing. Miz and Asuka advancing was obviously the right call.
· Roderick Strong and Pete Dunne vs. Oney Lorcan and Danny Burch: First and foremost, let me mention that we don't see nearly enough of Lorcan and Burch on NXT TV. They're such a terrific tag team that bring the out the best in whoever their opponents are. Meanwhile, Strong choosing Dunne as his partner in the Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic (replacing British Strong Style because Tyler Bate is hurt) was a pleasant surprise. They had an outstanding match over the WWE United Kingdom Championship last month, so I can only imagine what they'll be capable of doing as partners. The Dusty Classic is off to a stellar start and I'm excited for the semifinals as well as the finals in the coming weeks.
This Week's Low Points
· Asuka vs. Alexa Bliss: I noted in my Raw review from Monday night that this was a slight improvement over their initial encounter two months ago. "Slight" is the key word there, because this really wasn't that much better. Overall, I found this to be a bit boring, at least until the final few minutes. I'm so thankful that this won't be the WrestleMania match and they'll instead be facing different opponents. If nothing else, I did like Nia Jax chasing off Bliss afterward. Jax is getting over nicely as a babyface and fans are going to pop huge for her getting her hands on Bliss come their clash for the Raw Women's title at WrestleMania.
· The Revival vs. Titus Worldwide: As a match, this was perfectly fine. However, I can't blame anyone for not caring about this contest considering how both of these tag teams were unceremoniously tossed from the Battle Royal the week before by Braun Strowman. If they weren't good enough to reign supreme in that, then why should anyone invest in their matches? I am happy The Revival picked up the victory, but it's obvious they won't be winning the Andre the Giant Memorial Battle Royal, which hasn't meant anything since its inception.
· Jinder Mahal, Bobby Roode and Randy Orton: I highly doubt anyone is actually anticipating the upcoming Triple Threat match for the United States Championship at WrestleMania. Nothing about this feud (possibly aside from the good match Orton and Roode had at Fastlane) has intrigued me whatsoever, and I don't have hope that their three-way matchup will be a blockbuster following this dud of a segment. With that in mind, if I was booking the WrestleMania lineup, I would put this on the Kickoff show, but I don't anticipate that being the case if Orton has a say in the matter.
· Becky Lynch and Naomi vs. The Riott Squad: I like all the women that were involved in this match, but I couldn't have cared less about the matchup itself. Ruby Riott had a spectacular showing against Charlotte Flair at Fastlane, but she hasn't been able to follow-up on that properly since then. As for Lynch and Naomi, it's painfully apparent they're simply spinning their wheels at the moment. Of these ladies, I hope Lynch is the one to win the WrestleMania Women's Battle Royal.
· Baron Corbin vs. Tye Dillinger: We have already seen a handful of matches between these two since late last year, and I don't believe anyone was clamoring for a rematch. Sure, Corbin had his hand raised, but it was the botched End of Days that people were talking about coming out of this, not the win. I assume the only reason this match happened was to establish Corbin as a threat in the upcoming Andre the Giant Memorial Battle Royal. What's funny is that he's won it once before, and WWE did nothing with him after that, so to think that this time would be any different is comical. As for Dillinger, WWE should consider a hard reboot with his character because he has been lifeless for ages now.
