Week of March 25, 2017
Match of the Week: Sami Zayn vs. Samoa Joe - Raw, March 20
There were a handful of excellent matches that took place across all four of WWE's main programs this week, but Sami Zayn vs. Samoa Joe was the bout I enjoyed the most. They contested a very solid match at the Fastlane pay-per-view earlier this month, but it was largely an extended squash win for Joe. On Raw this week, Zayn scored much more offense against Joe than he did during their initial clash and it resulted in an exciting affair. The Underdog from the Underground fought valiantly, but in the end, it was Joe who had his hand raised in victory. 

Superstar of the Week: The Miz and Maryse
Am I giving this award to The Miz and Maryse this week, or their versions of John Cena and Nikki Bella? Either way, they absolutely knocked it out of the park this week with their parody of Total Bellas. And both of them could not have been more spot-on in their impersonations of their rivals. These segments may not have been for everyone on Tuesday night, but I personally loved the hell out of them. Moreover, these two continue to keep me interested in their mixed tag team match at WrestleMania, which I didn't think would be possible when the bout was initially rumored many months ago. 

Show of the Week: WWE NXT, March 22
In all honesty, the build to WrestleMania 33 has been fairly underwhelming, and while I remain excited for the event because I'll be in attendance, I would be lying if I said this road to WrestleMania has been beyond amazing. That said, Raw and SmackDown Live were both decent this week, but not near the level that NXT was on Wednesday night. That's strange to say because the black-and-yellow brand has been in a bit of a lull lately, but I thought they produced a pretty strong show this week that did a damn good job of building toward TakeOver: Orlando over WrestleMania weekend. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· The Highlight Reel: In what should come as no real surprise, I am infinitely more excited for Chris Jericho vs. Kevin Owens at WrestleMania than I am for Goldberg vs. Brock Lesnar, and it's because of segments like this. I feared Jericho would make jokes, which are entertaining, but the feud benefited from him taking on a serious tone here and ripping into Owens. And once again, Owens was the last man standing after ambushing Jericho. Myonly real gripe is that the United States Championship has been lost in all of this, but the rivalry itself has been super strong and I am highly anticipating their WrestleMania match.
· American Alpha vs. The Usos: I really hope there's a good reason as to why this match wasn't saved until WrestleMania. Yes, their time may have been cut short on the WrestleMania Kickoff show, but The Usos winning the titles was a major moment that was wasted on a random episode of SmackDown Live. That said, the match was awesome and a vast improvement over their encounter from the week prior. American Alpha just weren't clicking as champions, so here's hoping The Usos have better luck with the titles.
· Randy Orton vs. Baron Corbin: In all honesty, this match did not need to happen since neither of these men should be eating losses so close to WrestleMania. However, it was a competitive contest that I enjoyed quite a bit. I liked how Corbin was booked to look like an equal to Orton and that he didn't lose clean. I would love to see these two engaged in a full-fledged feud at some point down the line. This was way better than whatever happened afterward with Bray Wyatt and Orton backstage. Meanwhile, Corbin vs. Dean Ambrose is official for WrestleMania.
· Neville vs. Mustafa Ali: I have been looking forward to seeing this match for some time now given how they are among the best athletes in the entire Cruiserweight division, and I appreciated how it was subtly set up the week prior on 205 Live. They killed it in the main event of this week's show and there were a few different points where I actually thought Ali would emerge victorious. The storytelling was stellar with Neville taking pleasure in inflicting pain on his opponent.
· Andrade "Cien" Almas vs. Oney Lorcan: While they have had a few other matches together before, it's hard to complain when each of their outings are excellent and their latest clash on NXT TV was no exception. I find that fans tend to underrate Lorcan, not knowing how good he actually is and writing him off as a "jobber." But that is far from the case and the guy is actually an incredible wrestler. Combine that with the skills of Almas and it shouldn't be a shocker that they will produce phenomenal matches. They ripped it up on Wednesday night. It's just a shame Almas will now be fed to Aleister Black at TakeOver. I'm excited for the debut, but Almas deserves better.
This Week's Low Points
· Charlotte Flair vs. Dana Brooke: Personally, I couldn't have cared less about Brooke turning on Charlotte last week, but apparently the audience did that night because they gave her a decent pop for it. However, it quickly became evident this week that the crowd reacted solely because they despise Charlotte, not because they adore Brooke. The Brooklyn crowd sat on their hands for her on Monday night and the match that followed wasn't anything memorable at three minutes long. Charlotte disposed of Brooke with ease, ruining any chance of this being a real rivalry. Maybe that was a blessing in disguise because Brooke is terrible.
· Bayley vs. Nia Jax: This was a glorified squash match. I can't believe I'm saying that about a champion, but yes, Jax absolutely dominated Bayley on Raw. It's one thing to make Jax look strong, but Bayley has come across as weak since capturing the championship. In fact, she was winning more often prior to becoming champion. That completely devalues the championship. I'm also against the idea of adding Jax to the title match at 'Mania because her presence is unnecessary. The bout might be worse off with her in it.
· TJ Perkins vs. The Brian Kendrick: Kendrick quickly defeating a no-name local athlete would be acceptable, as he has done in the past, but beating a former WWE Cruiserweight Champion in under a minute was just despicable. Weren't these two feuding over that title not too long ago? And now they're involved in minute-long matches that mean absolutely nothing? This would have been better off not happening at all. I've liked the Kendrick vs. Akira Tozawa feud thus far, and the apparent dig at Ring of Honor was slightly funny, but this did Perkins zero favors.
· Cesaro and Sheamus vs. The Club, Enzo Amore and Big Cass: The build to the Raw Tag Team Championship match at WrestleMania has left a lot to be desired for me and this week was no different. It made sense for Stephanie McMahon to want to get Cesaro and Sheamus out of the match for being buddy-buddy with the fired Mick Foley, but the execution was awful. Why would The Club attack Enzo and Cass when they could have made their 'Mania match a standard tag team affair?
· AJ Styles and Shane McMahon: The angle between these two last week was admittedly amazing and boosted my anticipation for their inevitable WrestleMania match, but I thought the follow-up on this week's SmackDown Live was pretty poor. Styles' promos are usually always good, but he kicked off the show once again this Tuesday saying the same thing he did the week prior. Then, in predictable fashion, Shane fired back in the main event throwing completely unbelievable punches. I enjoy Shane as an on-air character, but he doesn't do anything for me in an wrestling role in 2017. Styles should not be taking so much abuse from a guy past his prime. It just comes off as silly to me.
