Week of March 28, 2020
Match of the Week: Andrade and Angel Garza vs. Cedric Alexander and Ricochet - Raw, March 23
WWE's empty arena shows at the Performance Center haven't featured a ton of wrestling, but this thrilling tag team affair from Raw was the exception. Andrade and Angel Garza had awesome chemistry as partners and worked well with Cedric Alexander and Ricochet (a fellow makeshift team). Although the finish was botched, everything that preceded it was a blast. Unfortunately, if recent reports are to be believed, Andrade was injured during this bout and thus won't be good to go in time for WrestleMania (which was actually taped earlier this year). The alliance was fun while it lasted.
Superstar of the Week: Io Shirai
It's been two months since we last saw Io Shirai on NXT TV and she has been sorely missed. She had been killing it in NXT's women's division up until she got hurt, but she returned in a major way on Wednesday's show. After Xia Li was deemed unable to compete against Aliyah, Shirai stepped up and won in a matter of minutes. As a result of her victory, The Genius of the Sky will now take part in the NXT Women's Championship number one contender's six-way Ladder match in two weeks. Could she finally be closing in on the gold?
Show of the Week: Monday Night Raw, March 23
The first batch of shows at the PC weren't anything too spectacular, but WWE was smart to alter their approach, starting with Monday's Raw. The shift of the hard camera was a great call and I loved that there was a heavy focus on promos. Sure, a decent chunk of television time was devoted to replaying two old pay-per-view matches, but at least they were both entertaining. Several Superstars shined and the hype for WrestleMania was solid on the whole. It's difficult to muster up excitement for 'Mania this year given the circumstances, but to the company's credit, they're trying their best.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Randy Orton promo: Orton has been doing some of the best work of his career since his storyline with Edge started two months ago. He was always going to accept Edge's WrestleMania challenge, but the promo he cut on Raw this week before doing so was excellent. He alluded to Edge being jealous of his rapid rise to super stardom in 2004 and labeled him an "adrenaline junkie." Everything about this was tremendous and made me even more excited for their upcoming encounter than I already was. This was a prime example of why more Superstars shouldn't be so scripted. The more real they sound, the more I believe it.
· Kevin Owens and Seth Rollins: This was another segment where it didn't matter that no one was in attendance for it. Sure, it would have been better with a crowd, but that didn't hinder their ability to cut compelling promos. Rollins in particular was phenomenal. I've seen some say that this was among the strongest promos he's ever cut and I have to agree. Props to WWE for slowly telling this story between the two over the past several months. They set the stage nicely for their WrestleMania match next weekend.
· The New Day vs. The Usos: You can never go wrong with New Day vs. The Usos. Almost every match they've had against each other in the last four years has been great and this was no different. It helped that there was something at stake and that they were given an ample amount of time to work with. The non-finish with The Miz and John Morrison interfering was lame, but it did lead to the announcement that it will be a Triple Threat Ladder match at WrestleMania for the SmackDown Tag Team Championship.
· Triple H, Johnny Gargano and Tommaso Ciampa: I was curious how NXT would handle the TakeOver: Tampa situation, so it's nice to know those matches will now happen over the next several episodes of the show. That includes Gargano vs. Ciampa, which will happen in an empty building somewhere (not the Performance Center) in two weeks. This verbal exchange between the former DIY members was excellent and I loved the Killer Kross tease at the end.
· Matt Riddle vs. Roderick Strong: Riddle and Strong had a hell of a match at TakeOver: XXV last year, and while this wasn't quite on that level, it was still solid for what it was. The action was enjoyable and it was the correct outcome, especially if Undisputed Era is main roster bound soon. The real reason this is in the "Highlights" column is because of what happened afterward. I'm barely familiar with who those guys are who attacked Riddle, but it was about damn time that Malcolm Bivens debuted. They're an odd fit for him, but hopefully he can make it work. He was one of the independent scene's finest managers before WWE signed him and I found it hard to believe they could never find the right role for him. Thankfully, that time has arrived.
This Week's Low Points
· Random WrestleMania announcements: This year's WrestleMania card is shaping up to be an absolute mess. I applaud them for doing their best under the current circumstances, but all of this could have been avoided if they just postponed the show indefinitely. I realize that's not entirely practical, but it would be better than Superstars who were supposed to compete having to pull out for a variety of reasons. The additions of Aleister Black vs. Bobby Lashley as well as The Street Profits vs. Andrade and Angel Garza for the Raw Tag Team Championship are incredibly random. If nothing else, this 'Mania will be one to remember.
· SmackDown Women's Championship picture: I mentioned last week how I wasn't fond of the decision for the SmackDown Women's Championship to be defended in a Six-Pack Challenge at WrestleMania. I appreciate that Dana Brooke (who is apparently in quarantine at the moment) wasn't replaced, but it still makes zero sense it to be anything but Bayley vs. Sasha Banks at 'Mania. Naomi and Lacey Evans are logical contenders, but Tamina being in there feels forced and that segment from SmackDown proved that.
· King Corbin attacks Elias: I didn't care about this feud to begin with and their latest encounter on SmackDown did nothing to change that, especially with how it was filmed. Corbin tossing Elias off that raised platform at the Performance Center looked completely ridiculous. They attempted to take advantage of the show being taped in advance, but I doubt their little editing trick fooled many people. I'd love if Corbin basically incapacitating Elias meant that their WrestleMania match is off, but unfortunately, I fully expect it to go on as planned.
· Killian Dain vs. Tehuti Miles: There wasn't anything egregious about this squash match and I'm glad Dain picked up the much-needed win, but it felt like filler and didn't serve much of a purpose. More importantly, it illustrated that Dain can only win the smaller matches and not when it matters most. He's had a good run being back in NXT, but it's difficult to take him seriously because of how he's been positioned as a stepping stone for everyone else so far.
· Tyler Breeze vs. Austin Theory: This was another well-wrestled match that didn't matter a whole lot in the grand scheme of things. I enjoyed it as an opener, but the outcome was puzzling. Theory has been impressive since debuting in NXT and I didn't mind him losing to Roderick Strong and Tommaso Ciampa, but why Breeze? Don't get me wrong, Breeze is very talented and I'm all for him being featured more prominently on the black-and-gold brand while Fandango is out injured, but he has lost far more than he's won lately and thus him winning sends the wrong message about Theory. It's entirely possible Theory will avenge the loss on an upcoming episode and this will ultimately be forgotten, but it seems like a strange decision at the moment.
