Week of March 2, 2019
Match of the Week: R-Truth vs. Andrade vs. Rey Mysterio: United States Championship Triple Threat Match - SmackDown Live, February 26
For those curious, yes, the United States Championship is still a thing, and yes, R-Truth is actually in possession of it at the moment. I was hoping his U.S. Open (which has been done to death over the years) would lead to him dropping the strap on SmackDown Live this week, and although that didn't happen, I was still happy with the terrific Triple Threat match we ended up getting from him, Andrade and Rey Mysterio. All three guys worked wonderfully together and it was really fun from start to finish. I'm holding out hope for Andrade vs. Mysterio at WrestleMania 35.
Superstar of the Week: Roman Reigns
Four months ago, I featured Roman Reigns as my "Superstar of the Week" following the courage he showed in announcing his leukemia had returned. Thus, it's only fitting I feature him as my "Superstar of the Week" once again, coming off the news that he is officially in remission. The crowd gave him a hero's welcome on Monday's Raw, and rightfully so. Despite how you feel about him, Raw hasn't been the same without him since October. He went on to reunite with Seth Rollins later that night and lay a beating on Baron Corbin, Drew McIntyre, Bobby Lashley and Elias.
Show of the Week: WWE SmackDown Live, February 26
Finally, it feels like the road to WrestleMania is in full swing. Raw and SmackDown Live weren't doing a ton to generate excitement post-Royal Rumble, but this week's episodes changed that. Monday's Raw was the best the show had been in months, while SmackDown delivered an even stronger episode on the whole. The night kicked off with two unexpected returns in the forms of Kevin Owens and Matt Hardy. From there, Aleister Black and Ricochet were in action, the United States Championship was defended, and Owens and Kofi Kingston successfully teamed up in the main event.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Batista crashes Ric Flair's birthday party: I think almost all of us assumed Flair's birthday celebration would be crashed by Becky Lynch since Ric is the father of her archrival Charlotte. Plus, Lynch was "arrested" earlier in the evening, so it only made sense for her to get involved in some form or fashion. Instead, it was the returning Batista ruining the festivities by beating up Ric in his dressing room. I certainly did not see that coming, and it made for an awesome moment. Batista has not appeared on WWE TV since SmackDown 1000, and this was designed to kick off the build for his WrestleMania match with Triple H.
· Kevin Owens replaces Kofi Kingston at WWE Fastlane: On the subject of surprises, this also came completely out of left field. Granted, it was rumored recently that Owens was in line for a WWE Championship match against Daniel Bryan at WrestleMania, but it appears those plans have bee switched, and now Kingston might be getting the shot on the grand stage instead. I'm in full favor of that decision if they actually go in that direction. Owens' return came off great and I'm looking forward to seeing how he'll fare as a face.
· The Hardy Boyz vs. The Bar: Jeff and Matt Hardy's contracts were set to expire sometime soon, and I honestly figured Jeff would continue to flounder on SmackDown while Matt sat on the sidelines until WWE found something for him to do behind the scenes. Thankfully, that won't be the case, as they are back together again as of Tuesday night. They can be a real breath of fresh air in the blue brand's tag team division, especially if they end up challenging The Usos for the SmackDown Tag Team Championship at the Show of Shows. That would be the definition of a dream match.
· Kalisto vs. Tony Nese: The WWE Cruiserweight Championship No. 1 Contender's Tournament is underway, and similar to last year, the bracket looks strong on paper. The first two quarterfinal matches were both fun, but I found this to be significantly better than The Brian Kendrick vs. Drew Gulak. Kalisto can be a blast to watch in the ring, while Nese's renewed intensity has led to his matches becoming more entertaining.
· Keith Lee vs. Dominik Dijakovic: In case you didn't know, Lee and Dijakovic had a stellar series of matches on the independent scene a few years ago. In fact, I'm pretty sure that's what earned them jobs with NXT in the first place. Triple H clearly knows of their history and purposely pitted them against each other on this week's NXT. Their match wasn't terribly long, but they definitely made the most of the time they had and produced an incredibly exciting affair. It was smart to book a non-finish because that allows them to revisit this at some point down the line. I'd kill for them to kick off TakeOver: New York and tear the roof off the Barcalys Center. Regardless of when the rematch is, sky's the limit for these two tremendously gifted athletes.
This Week's Low Points
· Bayley vs. Nia Jax: Jax and Tamina weren't even the runner-ups in the WWE Women's Tag Team Championship Elimination Chamber match, yet they're getting the first title shot at WWE Fastlane. Worse yet, Jax and Tamina were made to look inferior to Sasha Banks and Bayley on the next night's Raw, and then Jax went on to lose decisively to Bayley in one-on-one action. I would almost excuse the questionable booking if this bout wasn't so bad. Seriously, Jax does not belong in a WWE ring. She is a horrid professional wrestler and it's truly telling that Bayley was unable to get a passable performance out of her on Monday's Raw.
· Braun Strowman and Bobby Lashley: What the hell is going on with Lashley and Lio Rush? Lashley turned on Rush at Elimination Chamber, but then they randomly reunited the very next night on Raw. Now, they're teasing tension again because Rush failed to land Lashley an Intercontinental Championship opportunity. Lashley vs. Strowman was advertised for Raw, and although they interacted, the match never came to pass. Perhaps we dodged a bullet with that, but it was still a weird segment that did nothing for me.
· Ronda Rousey and Natalya vs. The Riott Squad: I could go without seeing Rousey face The Riott Squad ever again. Rousey just beat Ruby Riott in back-to-back bouts, so I'm not sure why anyone would have viewed her or the rest of the Squad as a threat to Rousey here. As a match, it was perfectly fine, but it simply felt like filler ahead of the angle with Rousey and Becky Lynch. Speaking of which, I thought the latest development in their ongoing story was executed nicely, even if Lynch's arrest was way too similar to something Stone Cold Steve Austin would have done in the Attitude Era.
· The Revival: I thoroughly enjoyed The Revival's match against Aleister Black and Ricochet on Monday night, but the real reason they are in the "Low Points" column is because they continue to lose despite having won the Raw Tag Team Championship two weeks ago. I guess WWE will just never learn with them. I'm not arguing that they should have beaten Ricochet and Black, but it's ridiculous for them to lose two weeks in a row.
· Vanessa Borne and Aliyah vs. Taynara Conti and Xia Li: This paled in comparison to everything else on this week's NXT, which was pretty good overall. I don't want to dump on this match too much, because after all, NXT is indeed developmental. The whole point should be to give these ladies more experience and more exposure, but even after this outing, I was not impressed by Borne or Aliyah in the slightest. I could sense that the effort was there, but neither of them stand out as special to me. I'll need to know more about their characters before I can fully invest in them, because their in-ring abilities aren't enough to pique my interest. I actually thought Conti looked better than both Borne and Aliyah. She isn't super polished by any means, but she's improving.
