Week of March 30, 2019
Match of the Week: Asuka vs. Charlotte Flair: SmackDown Women's Championship Match - SmackDown Live, March 26
Asuka defending (and losing) her SmackDown Women's Championship so close to WrestleMania 35 was the last thing I expected to happen while in attendance for Tuesday's SmackDown Live. As we all know, however, plans can change on a whim in WWE, and apparently officials felt it was necessary for Charlotte Flair to walk into WrestleMania with a title around her waist. I certainly was not a fan of the championship changing hands, but there's no denying that the match itself was excellent and on par with their WrestleMania encounter from last year.
Superstar of the Week: Drew McIntyre
Drew McIntyre has been on quite on the tear since late last year, but his recent rivalry with Roman Reigns has especially helped him solidify his spot as a top heel on the Raw roster. This week, he and Roman Reigns went face-to-face with Reigns agreeing to face him at WrestleMania. They then proceeded to brawl, but thanks to a low blow, The Scottish Psychopath got the upper hand. McIntyre then went on to once again annihilate Dean Ambrose later that night, this time in a Last Man Standing match. Will Reigns be able to vanquish the threat of McIntyre come 'Mania?
Show of the Week: WWE SmackDown Live, March 26
All right, I'm a bit biased because I attended this week's SmackDown Live in Uncasville, CT, but it was easily the best overall piece of programming WWE produced this week (and yes, that includes NXT). Not everything on the episode was exceptional, but it was undoubtedly newsworthy, if nothing else. As previously noted, Charlotte Flair and Asuka had an awesome outing, while The New Day were finally successful in securing Kofi Kingston his long awaited WWE Championship opportunity at WrestleMania. The Miz cutting a fiery promo on Shane McMahon was another highlight.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Kurt Angle vs. Samoa Joe: I assumed Angle's farewell tour would be limited to just Raw, but WWE hasn't been enforcing the rules of Brand Split whatsoever on this road to WrestleMania, so I was pleasantly surprised when it was announced that Joe would be facing Angle on this week's Raw. For those unfamiliar, Angle and Joe have a storied history that dates back to Angle's arrival in TNA over a dozen years ago. They had some incredible matches over there, and although this was far from an instant classic, it was a nice trip down memory lane and arguably Angle's best singles showing in recent memory.
· Triple H promo: It's safe to say that the build to Batista vs. Triple H at WrestleMania 35 has been very hit or miss so far, but I liked Triple H's response to Batista on Monday's Raw. His delivery and tone of voice were a refreshing change of pace that kept the crowd hanging on his every word. However, I'm not sold on the stipulation with Triple H agreeing to put his career on the line. First and foremost, he only wrestles once or twice a year, anyway. Secondly, we saw this same thing happen at WrestleMania 29, and Triple H won as expected.
· The New Day run the Gauntlet: I can't be alone in feeling fatigued from all the Gauntlet matches we've gotten on SmackDown Live over the past month or so, but on the bright side, this was very good and wisely executed. You had to know New Day was going to overcome the odds and finally make the WWE Championship match between Daniel Bryan and Kofi Kingston official for WrestleMania, but getting there was a fun ride. The crowd exploded when New Day were declared the victors, and the post-match moment with the rest of the roster was very cool.
· The Miz and Shane McMahon: It blows my mind that Miz and Shane are having the strongest storyline out of everyone heading into WrestleMania. Miz is a much better babyface than most thought he would be and Shane is playing his heel role remarkably well. The latest chapter in their ongoing rivalry with Miz beating the hell out of Shane's cronies was great and left me looking forward to their upcoming one-on-one encounter.
· Johnny Gargano and Adam Cole: Tommaso Ciampa getting hurt when he did was incredibly unfortunate, but props to NXT for putting together an exciting main event for TakeOver: New York and building tension between these two competitors on such short notice. It's no secret that Undisputed Era has been off their game lately, but Cole mentioned during his face-off with Gargano on Wednesday's NXT that he has had great success at TakeOver the years and New York may be no different. Gargano's promo was even more passionate with the former NXT Tag Team Champion recalling his journey to the top and how becoming NXT Champion at TakeOver would allow him to fulfill his destiny. This was a strong segment and I can't wait for their match.
This Week's Low Points
· Beat the Clock Challenge: I'm fine with WWE bringing this gimmick back every now and again so long as it serves a purpose. Usually there's something on the line, but that wasn't the case here. Instead, Ronda Rousey, Charlotte Flair and Becky Lynch took turns beating up The Riott Squad for no real reason at all aside from "building momentum." The matches were rushed and none of this did anyone any favors. I guess that's consistent with the rest of his rivalry, which has become a convoluted mess over the past two months. I'm happy the ladies will be the main event of WrestleMania 35, but this was painfully pointless.
· Moment of Bliss with Braun Strowman, Colin Jost and Michael Che: I'm sorry but this angle between Strowman and the Weekend Update guys from Saturday Night Live has completely jumped the shark for me. It was harmless fun at first, but now it appears to be the only thing Strowman will be involved in at WrestleMania this year. It's bad enough that he's entering the Andre the Giant Memorial Battle Royal, but now there's a decent chance he'll be tossed by these two goofs before he can win. God save us all if that happens.
· Baron Corbin vs. Apollo Crews: To their credit, this was a decent match, but the Chicago crowd couldn't have cared less about it. This was designed to give Corbin his win back over Crews from last week, but that begs the question of why WWE bothered to have Crews beat him to begin with if it wasn't going to lead anywhere. I still have zero interest in seeing Corbin face Kurt Angle at WrestleMania and nothing WWE did this week changed my mind on that. Like I've said before, here's hoping WWE swerves us all by switching out Corbin for someone else ahead of the event.
· Kurt Angle vs. AJ Styles: I was stunned when WWE announced on social media last Sunday that Angle would not only be wrestling on Tuesday's SmackDown Live but also that his opponent would be Styles. Of course, they have plenty of history from their TNA days over a decade ago and have excellent in-ring chemistry together. Unfortunately, this was cut short after interference from Randy Orton. How disappointing.
· Lacey Lane and Kacy Catanzaro vs. Vanessa Borne and Aliyah: I was fine with Shayna Baszler, Jessamyn Duke and Marina Shafir crashing these kinds of showcase matches for the up-and-coming talent the first few times they did it, but now it's become repetitive and I fail to see who benefits from these beatdowns. Yes, Baszler has a ton of heat heading into NXT TakeOver: New York, but the rest of the women's division is suffering because their matchups are constantly being interrupted. All four of these women are works in progress at the moment, but Catanzaro in particular has potential, so I was happy that she scored some television time here. I enjoyed her brief interaction with Baszler and hope she'll be featured more on NXT TV going forward.
