Week of March 31, 2018
Match of the Week: Buddy Murphy vs. TJP vs. Akira Tozawa vs. Kalisto: Fatal 4-Way Match - 205 Live, March 27
If you're looking for straight-up excellent in-ring action on a WWE program, look no further than 205 Live. The fact the show has hosted my "Match of the Week" for the last three weeks should really tell you everything you need to know about the massive turnaround the program has experienced since Triple H took the reins a few months back. Although there was nothing officially on the line in this Fatal 4-Way match, it was incredibly fun and everyone involved had their time to shine. It was extremely entertaining while it lasted and resulted in Murphy scoring a huge victory.
Superstar of the Week: Becky Lynch
I have been very critical of how WWE has booked Becky Lynch lately, but there can be no denying that she had a strong week. First, in her one-on-one outing against Ruby Riott, she managed to overcome the odds and pick up the important win ahead of the "first-ever" WrestleMania Women's Battle Royal. It was a nice little match to boot. She actually pulled double duty on Tuesday night by filling in for Charlotte Flair for the Mixed Tag Team Challenge and ultimately reigning supreme alongside Bobby Roode. Lynch certainly has momentum on her side at the moment.
Show of the Week: WWE 205 Live, March 27
As noted up above, 205 Live (along with NXT) has quickly become one of WWE's most consistently enjoyable hours of television. This week's installment featured plenty of solid storytelling and above-average wrestling, including the aforementioned Fatal 4-Way main event that stole the show. The rest of the episode was real fun as well with Mark Andrews taking on Tony Nese and Drake Maverick sitting down with Cedric Alexander and Mustafa Ali. I'm excited to see what direction the show takes once WrestleMania season has come and gone.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Brock Lesnar attacks Roman Reigns: Once again, Lesnar and Reigns furthered their feud in effective fashion on Raw. Obviously, you shouldn't be fooled about WWE wanting you to cheer for Reigns because it apparently isn't working anyway, but the back-to-back attacks on Reigns have been strong. I suspect that these are being done to establish Lesnar as a dominant force heading into WrestleMania, where he will wind up losing the Universal Championship to Reigns. Nevertheless, the build to the bout has been well done up to this point. Here's hoping they don't play tug-of-war with the title belt on Monday a la 2015.
· Miz TV with The Miz, Seth Rollins and Finn Balor: When this was initially announced, I feared it would be no different than the episode of Miz TV with these same three guys from earlier in the month, but I was happy that didn't end up being the case. Instead, it was Rollins and Balor trying to stir the pot within The Miztourage, only for their plan to backfire. Miz always hits almost anything he is given out of the park and this was another gem of a performance from him, making me think he could retain his title at WrestleMania.
· Shinsuke Nakamura vs. Shelton Benjamin: These two actually crossed paths a number of years back in New Japan Pro Wrestling, so it was cool to see them rekindle their rivalry within the confines of a WWE ring on SmackDown Live. Granted, you had to know Benjamin wasn't winning, but it was an enjoyable encounter, nonetheless. I also liked the post-match with Nakamura and AJ Styles finally teasing tension. I'm looking forward to their WWE Championship clash at WrestleMania, but that was necessary in putting some much-needed heat on the matchup.
· Daniel Bryan promo: For the second straight week, Bryan cut a hell of a promo where he had the crowd in the palm of his hand. We all knew where this storyline with him, Kevin Owens and Sami Zayn was headed as soon as the heels laid out Bryan last week, but at least the WrestleMania match is official at long last. That said, I simply don't think Shane McMahon will be cleared to compete in time, so I suppose we'll see who ultimately replaces him as Bryan's partner.
· Bobby Roode and Becky Lynch vs. Finn Balor and Sasha Banks: There have been some pretty good matches on Mixed Match Challenge since its inception, but this was easily the best yet. It was unfortunate Charlotte Flair had to sit this one out due to injury, but Lynch filled in for her very well and had awesome chemistry with Roode. The in-ring action was above-average and the crowd ate up everything they did. What I especially loved about this was how Banks was already frustrated from her physical altercation with Bayley on Raw and how that was what cost her here. It's rare we see any crossover whatsoever between the main shows and Mixed Match Challenge, so that was appreciated.
· EC3 debuts: Needless to say, this has been expected for a while since he showed up at TakeOver: Philadelphia, but it was a quality first appearance for EC3 in NXT. He wasted no time in making an impact (no pun intended) by inserting himself into the NXT North American Championship match at TakeOver: New Orleans, and that has the potential to be phenomenal.
This Week's Low Points
· John Cena vs. Kane: After their dreadful feud in 2012, I thought we would never have to endure another awful Cena vs. Kane match again. Sadly, they met in the main event of this week's Raw. The No Disqualification stipulation masked Kane's limitations to an extent, but on the whole, this was dull. Cena's mannerisms mocking The Undertaker were a nice touch, but after such a boring third hour of Raw, fans were hoping for 'Taker to show up and they were sorely disappointed. The build to Cena vs. Undertaker has been strange, to say the least, but I'm somewhat optimistic they'll deliver something special on the go-home show.
· Karl Anderson and Luke Gallows vs. The Miztourage: If nothing else, I liked how these two teams brawling to the back during Miz TV set up their match for later on in the show, but was there a reason why this had to happen in the first place? I've been a fan of Anderson and Gallows joining forces with Finn Balor recently, but they still feel ice cold, and meaningless matches with Curtis Axel and Bo Dallas won't change that. Expect to see all four of these men enter the Andre the Giant Memorial Battle Royal.
· Elias vs. Rhyno: It's beyond weird how Elias was such a focal point on Raw (and rightfully so) before the Royal Rumble and Elimination Chamber earlier this year, only to become an afterthought in the last month. I suspect he'll wind up being a part of the aforementioned Andre Battle Royal, but I'd honestly much prefer him holding some sort of a "concert" during WrestleMania itself, only for a notable name (The Rock, anyone?) to interrupt. Putting him in pointless matches like this against losers like Rhyno aren't going to do much to help him maintain momentum.
· Cedric Alexander and Mustafa Ali vs. TJP and Drew Gulak: From an in-ring standpoint, this was perfectly fine. In fact, this was no different than any other Cruiserweight match we've ever seen on Raw for the most part, and that was exactly the issue. I assume many fans are unaware how 205 Live has undergone this massive makeover lately and how the show has been much more must-see than ever before. WWE should be doing more to prove that to people on Raw.
· Dolph Ziggler vs. Tyler Breeze: So, let me get this straight. Ziggler won the United States Championship at Clash of Champions, vacated it and walked out two days later, only to return because he wanted to headline WrestleMania 34 by winning the WWE Championship at Fastlane. Now that he failed to achieve that goal, apparently he's back to setting his sights on the Andre Battle Royal. He'll fall short in reigning supreme in that, too. Breezango aren't doing much better at the moment, so all things considered, this was a waste of time. If anything, it brought back bad memories of how Breeze almost broke out as a singles star when he first feuded with Ziggler before fading off into obscurity.
· Authors of Pain vs. Street Profits: Considering how unimpressed I was by their original encounter two months ago, I hoped for a better bout from them in the Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic. Well, this was actually worse. It was over within a matter of minutes because Montez Ford acted like an idiot and got distracted on the outside. Too bad Street Profits aren't going to the finals.
