Week of March 3, 2018
Match of the Week: Raw Women's Championship Elimination Chamber Match - Elimination Chamber, February 25
Both Elimination Chamber matches were stacked with star power and looked strong on paper, but of the two, I definitely enjoyed the women's version more. The in-ring action was excellent in both bouts, but at least with the women, the outcome was slightly more in doubt. Plus, I loved the layout with who was eliminated and when. Business really picked up once it came down to Alexa Bliss, Sasha Banks and Bayley, and Banks "turning" on Bayley was a cool moment. The Boss came close to clinching the championship, but to no avail. The women outshined the men on this night.
Superstar of the Week: Ronda Rousey
Regardless of how you may feel about her, there can be no question that Ronda Rousey is as legitimate as they come. Granted, she still has a long way to go in terms of her mic skills (her promo was certainly not up to snuff at Elimination Chamber), but I'm sure those will improve in time. The bottom line is that at Elimination Chamber, she made an impact and get everyone buzzing when she put Triple H through a table. She refused to back down on the next night's Raw in the face of The Authority and seemingly threw down the gauntlet for a match at WrestleMania.
Show of the Week: Elimination Chamber, February 25
All things considered, Elimination Chamber, which was Raw's final pit stop before WrestleMania 34 in early April, was a success. Not every match was worth writing home about, mind you, but I enjoyed the evening on the whole and especially the Elimination Chamber matches. Plus, Asuka and Nia Jax delivered a better bout than I honestly expected them to, while Ronda Rousey arrived with a bang by laying out Triple H during her contract signing. The next night's Raw was a solid show, but SmackDown Live continues to suffer in the worst way.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Men's Elimination Chamber match: Everyone and their mother knew Roman Reigns was winning this match, so if the finish soured you on it, that's pretty silly. I agree that Seth Rollins, Braun Strowman or even Finn Balor would have been better choices based off how over they are at the moment, but Vince McMahon is set on Reigns vs. Brock Lesnar at WrestleMania 34 and that's that. As a match, though, I thought this was very entertaining and Strowman came across like a total star by eliminating every competitor except for Reigns. Rollins and Balor lasted longer than Cena and also shined, so I appreciated that.
· Asuka vs. Nia Jax: I honestly didn't have high hopes coming into this contest, but it turned into one of the better bouts of the night. The David vs. Goliath story was perfect to tell here and I was surprised by how the crowd reaction was actually split. It wasn't a case of Asuka simply carrying Jax, either, as I thought both women had great performances. The finish was slightly abrupt, but it was well done with Asuka remaining undefeated and Jax ambushing her afterward. Here's hoping their Raw rematch is equally enjoyable.
· The Miz, Seth Rollins and Finn Balor: I assumed the plan coming out of Elimination Chamber was Miz vs. Strowman for the Intercontinental Championship at WrestleMania, but it looks like Miz is headed for a Triple Threat title defense against Rollins and Balor instead. I'm not sure what that means for Strowman going forward (more on him later), but as a match, that sounds terrific on paper. After all, those three had a hell of a three-way last year on Raw, so it's certainly WrestleMania-worthy in my opinion. The back-to-back matches Miz had on Raw this week were excellent.
· Roman Reigns promo: Make no mistake about it, WWE definitely told Lesnar not to show up at Raw. It's all a part of the story. That said, the "worked shoot" style of his promo won over some fans. I fully expect Reigns to elicit an overly negative reaction at WrestleMania no matter what, but I'm shocked it took the company this long to realize that Reigns needs more realism in his character. The build-up to this WrestleMnia matchup is crucial, and it's off to a strong start.
· John Cena vs. AJ Styles: These two never disappoint when they're in the ring together, and this was no exception. SmackDown was largely lifeless as usual on Tuesday night, but at least it was capped off with an above-average main event with high stakes. It should have been hyped in advance, but that didn't bother me as much as Styles eating yet another non-title loss. He's the most elite performer on the entire brand, so he should be handled accordingly. Cena vs. Shinsuke Nakamura would have been a more logical route to take at Fastlane, if only because the Six-Pack Challenge for the WWE title is bound to be a cluster and feels so random. The booking continues to underwhelm on the blue brand.
· Roderick Strong vs. Kalisto: Needless to say, the WWE Cruiserweight Championship Tournament is the best thing to ever happen to 205 Live, and the matches that are coming out of it are tremendous. Look no further than this encounter between Strong and Kalisto. It was a ton of fun and saw the right man advance in the tourney.
This Week's Low Points
· Karl Anderson and Luke Gallows vs. The Miztourage: I've seen worse Kickoff matches, but I have no clue what the purpose of this match was supposed to be. Typically, Superstars with an existing rivalry will clash on the Kickoff show, but this was thrown together at the last minute without any real meaning. If it was supposed to sell me on Elimination Chamber, my mind was already made up well before this bout took place. I guess Balor Club could be headed for a feud with The Miztourage if what we saw on Raw was any indication, but as a match, this was very formulaic. Why not put The Revival in Miztourage's spot?
· Sheamus and Cesaro vs. Titus Worldwide: To be fair, the two matches Sheamus and Cesaro had with Titus Worldwide this week weren't atrocious, but rather, I believed they were a waste of time. Titus Worldwide can beat the champs in a million non-title matchups, but I will never see them as legitimate threats to the twin titles. At the end of the day, they are a joke of a faction that no one takes seriously. I enjoy Apollo and his innovative offense, but he's being marginalized right now. It's time for The Bar to get some fresh competition.
· "Woken" Matt Hardy vs. Bray Wyatt: Personally, I thought this was a fine match and there were parts of it that I liked (especially early on), in addition to being an improvement over their Raw 25 encounter, but unfortunately, the crowd couldn't have cared less. They opted to start a wave and bounce beach balls around as opposed to pay attention to what was going on in the ring. When you consider how dead this feud has been in recent weeks, can you really blame them? If nothing else, I'm hopeful they will travel to The Hardy Compound soon based off what Wyatt said on Raw.
· Braun Strowman vs. Elias: Strowman had a hell of a showing at Elimination Chamber and appeared to be primed for a major match at WrestleMania. Instead, he was put in a forgettable four minute matchup with Elias on the next night's Raw, which ended in a disqualification. Don't get me wrong, Elias has become one of my favorite Superstars to watch on Raw, but he and Strowman are on completely different levels. Strowman should have had a bigger role on the show.
· Shinsuke Nakamura vs. Aiden English: I have criticized WWE lately for leaving Nakamura off SmackDown Live given he won the Royal Rumble match a little over a month ago and is one of the brand's top stars. While he did wrestle on this week's episode, it was in a match against Aiden English that was way more competitive than it should have been. I'm all for giving Nakamura more momentum, but how much did he truly gain when he struggled to beat one-half of the former Vaudevillians? As of now, he has no matchup scheduled for Fastlane, and that blows my mind. He'll probably face off with Rusev or someone along those lines, but he needs to be booked dominantly regardless.
· Shane McMahon and Daniel Bryan: This "Low Point" shouldn't shock anyone. The relentless bickering between Shane and Bryan has been beyond annoying to watch unfold and it doesn't even look like there will be a payoff. They took away from Sami Zayn vs. Baron Corbin on SmackDown with their constant cut-ins, which were pointless.
