Week of March 4, 2017
Match of the Week: AJ Styles vs. Luke Harper: WWE Championship No. 1 Contender's Match - SmackDown Live, February 28
For as many people as there were complaining about the convoluted conclusion to last week's WWE Championship No. 1 Contender's Battle Royal, I was just happy that we would be getting AJ Styles vs. Luke Harper for the first time the following week. And they did not disappoint. With a title shot at WrestleMania 33 hanging in the balance, both men gave it their all and put everything on the line here. Granted, I wasn't a huge fan of the finish with Harper losing not once but twice, but I assume it will makes sense eventually as the build to Styles vs. Shane McMahon continues. 

Superstar of the Week: Jack Gallagher
When Jack Gallagher originally become the new No. 1 contender to the WWE Cruiserweight Championship last month, he was merely seen as a stepping stone for Neville en route to WrestleMania 33. But that has been far from the case in recent weeks. By beating everyone who has stepped up to challenge him, Gallagher has built quite the stream of momentum heading into his upcoming championship clash with Neville at Fastlane, and this past week was no exception. Following a tag team victory on Raw, Gallagher took the fight to the champ the very next night on 205 Live. 

Show of the Week: WWE SmackDown Live, February 28
With Elimination Chamber in the rearview mirror and WrestleMania 33 quickly approaching, SmackDown Live is not wasting any time in constructing their half of the card for the grandest event of the year. Several storylines are already in motion and were furthered very nicely on Tuesday night. From an above-average edition of Miz TV to a solid WWE Championship No. 1 Contender's match to an epic ending, the blue brand produced yet another enjoyable episode this week. Meanwhile, Raw wasn't as strong as it has been in recent weeks, but Fastlane could be fun if booked properly. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Kevin Owens and Goldberg: Owens has been absolutely killing in on the microphone since undergoing a change in character two weeks ago. Granted, he has always been a talented talker, but when he's in serious mode, he comes across as significantly more menacing, as well as a threat to Goldberg. Speaking of whom, he played his part in this segment exceptionally as well by addressing both Owens and Brock Lesnar. I still say Goldberg is leaving Fastlane as the new WWE Universal Champion, but I hope I'm wrong. Owens is too hot of a heel right now to be beaten in a matter of minutes on pay-per-view.
· Seth Rollins returns: I assumed we would get an interview from Rollins via satellite on Raw this week, so the fact he showed up in person was a pleasant surprise. I also assumed he would ditch the crutch and knee brace and reveal he was 100 percent, which also wasn't the case. He did say he would be at WrestleMania, but will it be in a wrestling role or as a manager? Either way, this was a strong segment with both him and Triple H cutting excellent promos. I hope Rollins is cleared to compete because I really want to see that match.
· Roman Reigns and Braun Strowman: I honestly didn't think I would end up liking this feud as much as I have, so props to them for exceeding my expectations. Above all else, I have loved how Strowman has consistently gotten the better of Reigns, so it's a must-win situation for him at Fastlane. Reigns still got his moment at the end of the show by signing the contract, and the crowd reacted positively in response. No, I don't think that means Reigns is winning his naysayers over, but he has looked good throughout this rivalry as well as Strowman.
· Bray Wyatt and Randy Orton: We all knew Orton was going to turn on Wyatt eventually, but this week might have been a bit too early. Didn't Orton give up his title shot two weeks ago? And now he wants back in the WrestleMania main event? We'll likely get answers next week, but the visual of Orton burning down the Wyatt Family Compound was tremendous. Orton clearly came off as a heel in that moment and I have my fingers crossed they execute a double turn with him and Wyatt.
· Miz TV with John Cena: Very few times in the last five years has Miz TV actually been as must-see as The Miz claims it is, but the latest installment on Tuesday night was, well, awesome. Miz was straight fire on the microphone per usual while Cena brought up a handful of good points (despite how I hated the dumb, fake accent he used). Most fans weren't initially on board with this bout happening at WrestleMania, but I think this segment might have turned a few heads. The match itself isn't bound to be anything special, but the promos leading up to it could be if this heated encounter was any indication. The 25 minutes of TV time this segment ate up breezed by and opened the evening on a high note.
This Week's Low Points
· The New Day vs. Rusev and Jinder Mahal: Again? Really? It wasn't that the match was horrendously bad or anything, but this is a classic case of WWE having nothing in mind for these five guys and putting them in the exact same match they had last week as a result. Granted, New Day is already slated to host WrestleMania 33, but I get the feeling they won't be involved in anything of note in the weeks preceding the pay-per-view. I honestly couldn't care less about Mahal, but Rusev deserves much more than this. On an unrelated note, Rusev cut almost all of his hair off this past week. Why not use that for an angle of some sort?
· Big Show vs. The Shining Stars: Big Show was a fixture in the "Low Points" column a few years ago, simply because he was a part of the main event picture almost every week, but it had nothing to do with how little I liked him at the time. This is a similar situation where it has entirely to do with how meaningless this match was. I'd argue that this made The Shining Stars look like losers, but there's no salvaging them now. Show is another individual who is just killing time until WrestleMania, where his rumored match with Shaq hopefully happens.
· Sheamus vs. Titus O'Neil: I laugh whenever I hear someone say that O'Neil could still be a world champion in WWE, not realizing that he is beyond damaged goods at this point. He and Darren Young are far better together than apart, as O'Neil's singles run as a heel has been dreadful. This minute-long match did not give me any reason to believe that Creative intends to utilize him in a meaningful role in the near future. I imagine the only reason this match happened was to kill time, but why not axe this match all together and just give the time to Samoa Joe and Cesaro?
· Becky Lynch vs. Mickie James: Although this was a pretty good match, I have to include it in the "Low Points" column due to how it fell flat for me, personally. With a 2-out-of-3 Falls stipulation, they should have gone all out and contested their best bout to date, but they didn't and it was just an ordinary match. I'm sure they'll face off again eventually, especially since it looks like we're in for a Triple Threat match for the SmackDown Women's Championship at WrestleMania.
· Noam Dar vs. Lince Dorado: Dar appears to be having far more fun in the heel role than he ever was as a babyface, but this angle with Alicia Fox hasn't been clicking with me whatsoever. He is a solid hand in the ring, but he doesn't match up to the rest of the athletes in my opinion and that is what has hurt him thus far. He and Dorado produced a nice little match, but at four minutes long, it was only going to be so good. At the very least, Rich Swann should have come out afterward to further their feud, but he was nowhere to be seen, either on 205 Live or Raw. That said, I wish it was Akira Tozawa and The Brian Kendrick going one-on-one at Fastlane because the tag team match with Dar and Swann is forgettable.
