Week of March 5, 2016
Match of the Week: Finn Balor vs. Neville - NXT, March 2
Since capturing the NXT Championship back in July, Finn Balor has overcome every opponent that has stepped up to face him including Kevin Owens, Apollo Crews and Samoa Joe. But Balor was presented with an all-new challenge on Wednesday night when he went one-on-one with Neville, the current longest-reigning NXT Champion in the promotion's history. Balor is still a little over one month away from breaking the record, but before he could focus on the future, he had to prove he was better than the past. Similar to their encounter at NXT TakeOver: Rival back in February 2015, Balor and Neville contested an excellent matchup, going hold for hold and each competitor refusing to give up momentum to the other. In the end, it was Balor who had his hand raised with Neville showing respect toward the champ by shaking his hand afterward. 

Superstar of the Week: Dean Ambrose
It has been clear to anyone with a set of eyes and a functioning brain that Dean Ambrose has had "star" written all over him (okay, not literally, but figuratively speaking) since coming to the main roster over three years ago. He has had his chances at super stardom here and there, but only recently has he come into his own as a main event level performer, especially in the absence of John Cena, Seth Rollins, Randy Orton and now Roman Reigns. He went toe-to-toe with Triple H at the start of Monday's Raw and challenged him to a WWE World Heavyweight Championship match. Following a hard-fought bout versus Alberto Del Rio, Ambrose was granted his wish and will go for the gold at WWE Roadblock next Saturday. On SmackDown, he furthered his hot streak by knocking off longtime rival Kevin Owens in singles action. 

Show of the Week: WWE NXT, March 2
I can't say I was too shocked that Monday's Raw wasn't nearly as good as it was last week. They certainly had the opportunity to make it just as enjoyable, but an underwhelming return from The Undertaker in addition to three draining hours of TV didn't do WWE any favors. SmackDown was solid on the whole, but NXT was the show that left me the most satisfied this week. We are just a little under a month away as of this writing from NXT TakeOver: Dallas, which is shaping up to be a stellar show, and we got a better idea of what to expect at the event on Wednesday's episode. The main event between Finn Balor and Neville, as discussed above, was nothing short of awesome while Austin Aries' arrival made for a monumental moment. Next week's 2-out-of-3 Falls match should be something special as well. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Chris Jericho and AJ Styles vs. The New Day: I'm still not sure what to think of Jericho and Styles as a tandem, and by that I don't mean to insinuate that I don't like them together. In fact, they make for a phenomenal pairing, but rather, I get the feeling it's only temporary until Jericho turns on Styles and sets some sort of match between them for WrestleMania 32. Either way, I'm stoked. But as for this match, it was very entertaining. New Day have been in need of fresh faces to work with for a while now and Y2AJ are the perfect opponents for them. Monday's WWE Tag Team Championship match is going to be extremely interesting to say the least.
· Sasha Banks vs. Becky Lynch: It's amazing how many matches these two have had over the last year and they have yet to grow tiresome. Their latest two encounters on Raw and SmackDown, respectively, were highly enjoyable and I'm sure we haven't seen the last of them against each other on the road to WrestleMania with it being confirmed that the Divas Championship will be defended in a Triple Threat match at The Show of Shows. It's great that all three women will be given a chance to shine on the grand stage.
· Dean Ambrose vs. Kevin Owens: Similar to Banks and Lynch, Ambrose and Owens have such great chemistry together that I never get tired of their matches. Their main event matchup on SmackDown was no exception as they once again delivered a very fun contest, though I could have done without Owens losing in clean fashion. Coming off Triple H's ambush on Ambrose on Raw, they could have easily had Ambrose win via disqualification or count out. I'm well-aware it's a tired finish, but at least it would have protected the Intercontinental Champion from taking an unnecessary loss.
· Austin Aries debuts: I've been very much looking forward to the arrival of Aries in NXT since it occurred at the Orlando taping in late January and the moment exceeded my expectations. He now has a ready-made feud with Baron Corbin for TakeOver: Dallas, too. Anyone who isn't already aware of The Greatest Man Who Ever Lived, should be. He will be a very valuable asset to NXT going forward.
· Emma vs. Santana Garrett: Emma has been in the WWE system for a number of years now and I still find her to be vastly underrated, both as a wrestler and a performer. As it was mentioned on this week's NXT, last weekend marked two years since her outstanding outing against Paige at the very first NXT Arrival special, and although she is still a part of "developmental" two years later, she has improved immensely as a talent. This match with Garrett was proof of that, and speaking of Garrett, she is quite the hand herself in the ring and I'm stunned she hasn't been offered a contract yet. Hopefully it isn't long before she, too, joins the growing NXT women's division and mixes it up with the elite competition there.
This Week's Low Points
· Mr. McMahon and The Undertaker: Shane McMahon's shocking return last week on Raw gave us plenty more questions than answers, which is what I loved about it. The follow-up on this week's episode was key, and while I thought Stephanie McMahon's promo was fine, the interaction between Vince and Undertaker was a massive disappointment. Undertaker simply came out, said a sentence or two, and left. That was it. I was really hoping he would say something about not wanting to do The Authority's bidding, but nope. It's always possible Undertaker talks more as WrestleMania gets closer, but what we saw on Monday night was a letdown.
· Kevin Owens vs. Big Show: I thought the meeting between Owens and Big Show last week on SmackDown was merely passable, but there was no need for a rematch. Technically, there was in storyline because Owens won via count-out and Show got even this week, but why? Unless this is leading to a title match at WrestleMania, and it absolutely shouldn't, then these matches are painfully potinless. I'm hoping they blow off the feud with a successful title defense from Owens at WWE Roadblock and then he can move on to other opponents.
· Dolph Ziggler vs. The Miz: I have always enjoyed seeing Ziggler and Miz mix it up because they produce quality matches, and I actually didn't mind Miz scoring the upset victory on Raw because it was something new. Plus, The Awesome One deserved a small consolation prize coming off his strong showings against AJ Styles and Chris Jericho. Sadly, any momentum he picked up from the win went to waste when Ziggler beat him in under a minute on SmackDown. What is this supposed to be leading to exactly? Even-steven booking rarely does anyone any good.
· Elias Sampson vs. Steve Cutler: I hate to repeat myself from past weeks, but plain and simple, The Drifter gimmick sucks. You could hear a pin drop when he came out for his match on Wednesday. I felt more bad for the live crowd, who had to sit through multiple Drifter matches in one night during the tapings at UCF. The less we see of Sampson on TV, the better. He has no appeal at the moment.
· The Vaudevillians vs. Hugo Knox and Tucker Knight: I've never been the biggest fan of The Vaudevillians, but by this point, I couldn't care less about them. It appears NXT is trying to turn them heel, which is fine, but they've already been down that road, so there isn't anything new about the duo. They showed more aggression in this bout, but the crowd's silence spoke volumes. A feud with The Hype Bros should keep them busy in the meantime, but beyond that, what is there for them to do? They had their run with the NXT Tag Team Championship and I doubt their gimmick would get over on the main roster. I don't see them succeeding on their own, either, so I don't know what to make of them right now.
