Week of March 6, 2021

Match of the Week:
Drew McIntyre vs. Sheamus (Raw, March 1)
I'm sure I wasn't alone in assuming that WWE was going to wait until WrestleMania 37 to have Drew McIntyre and Sheamus go one-on-one, but apparently not. Instead, they kicked off Raw this week and had an absolute banger worthy of going down at The Show of Shows. I'm still stunned they didn't save it, but at least we were treated to a hell of a hard-hitting affair. Amazingly enough, it marked the first-ever singles match they've had in WWE, and it did not disappoint. It was perfectly paced and you could tell they weren't holding back. McIntyre winning clean certainly surprised me, but it's entirely possible they run it back at WrestleMania. In fact, I hope they do. 

Superstar of the Week:
Bobby Lashley
I didn't think WWE would pull the trigger and actually put the WWE Championship on Bobby Lashley on Monday's Raw, but they did. Therefore, I'd be remiss if I didn't name him the "Superstar of the Week" for the second week in a row. He and The Miz were supposed to face off at least two or three times before it finally happened in the main event, but it was worth the wait. Their Lumberjack match saw Lashley completely dominate The Awesome One and tap him out within minutes to become WWE Champion. To say it's been a long time coming would be a massive understatement.
Show of the Week:
WWE NXT, March 3
As happy as I was by the end of Monday Night Raw with Bobby Lashley winning the WWE Championship, the three hours on the whole were far from great. Even SmackDown had a subpar show this week. As always, though, NXT was there to pick up the slack with another enjoyable installment on Wednesday night. Nia Jax and Shayna Baszler vs. Dakota Kai and Raquel Gonzalez was arguably the biggest bout on the show, but the best bout was Finn Balor vs. Roderick Strong in the main event. You also had the official debut of LA Night and an exciting opener between Oney Lorcan and Danny Burch and the team of Tommaso Ciampa and Timothy Thatcher.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Daniel Bryan vs. Jey Uso: Granted, the outcome was never in doubt, but it hardly mattered because this was a top-notch Steel Cage match. I continue to be impressed by Uso as a singles star and how he's posed a legitimate threat to multiple top talents since last year. I'm looking forward to that eventual Usos reunion, but he's been killing it in the meantime. This was also far and away the best thing on SmackDown this week. Roman Reigns vs. Bryan at Fastlane should be fun.
· Bianca Belair vs. Shayna Baszler: This wasn't quite NXT TakeOver: Phoenix levels of good, but it was still solid and gave Belair a necessary win ahead of her shot at the SmackDown Women's Championship at WrestleMania 37. It's amazing how much can change in two years. Belair is a bigger star than she was then, while Baszler has never meant loss due to the awful booking she's endured on the main roster. By the way, another tag title match at Fastlane? Why?
· Cesaro vs. Murphy: I'm stretching for "Highlights" here as Raw was abysmal on the whole and SmackDown was a weak show by its usual standards. This was a well-wrestled affair, and although it wasn't everything they're capable of and could have been better with more time, I enjoyed it while it lasted. Cesaro maintaining momentum is encouraging, but it's clear WWE has no idea what the hell to do with Murphy and that's unfortunate. They completely wasted his win over Seth Rollins.
· Finn Balor vs. Roderick Strong: Similar to Bryan vs. Uso, I never thought for a second that Strong was going to beat Balor, especially one week out from Balor defending the NXT Championship against Adam Cole, but it was a highly entertaining main event, nonetheless. I honestly fear for Strong on his own, but the guy never ceases to deliver regardless of who he's up against. As for Balor, he's been doing the best work of his career in NXT right now.
· Nia Jax and Shayna Baszler vs. Dakota Kai and Raquel Gonzalez: As a match, it never reached that next level, but seeing Baszler interact with both Kai and Gonzalez was fun. Needless to say, she shined in NXT and she was back where she belonged on Wednesday night. I assume the controversial finish was designed to introduce an NXT Women's Tag Team Championship. That's a terrible idea in my opinion, but I was glad Kai and Gonzalez were at least protected in defeat.
· LA Knight debuts: Anyone who has followed Knight for any stretch of time, specifically during his IMPACT and NWA days, is well aware that he's a talented talker and can hold his own with the best of them on the mic. Having him cut a promo in his official NXT debut instead of wrestling was a smart call. He maximized his minutes and came off like a star. It's great he already has his first feud set with Bronson Reed, which will finally give Reed something to do as well.
· Oney Lorcan and Danny Burch vs. Tommaso Ciampa and Timothy Thatcher: It's nice that Ciampa and Thatcher are still teaming (for now) despite losing in the semifinals of the men's Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic. They work well together, as seen in this quality, fast-paced opener they had with Lorcan and Burch. The ending was interesting with Imperium distracting Thatcher and costing him the win. He has a history with the group and I'm intrigued to see that explored.
This Week's Low Points
· Charlotte Flair vs. Shayna Baszler: Believe it or not, this was looked at as a potential WrestleMania match at one point. The Queen vs. The Queen of Spades. It sold itself and would have been great... that is until WWE went ahead and completely bungled Baszler. As I mentioned in the "Highlights" column, she has never meant this little and it's such a shame. This was a three-minute, throwaway match that essentially served no purpose other than killing time.
· Nia Jax vs. Naomi: Speaking of matches that don't make any sense, this also accomplished nothing. I understand Jax and Baszler are currently feuding with Naomi and Lana over the WWE Women's Tag Team Championship, but this surely didn't get me any more excited to see Naomi and Lana challenge for the titles than I was previously. If anything, it merely made Naomi look weak. She returned just over a month ago and already feels no more special than anyone else in the division.
· The Hurt Business vs. Braun Strowman and Adam Pearce: I don't know what this crap with Strowman and Shane McMahon is (though I'm pretty positive it's building to a WrestleMania match between the two), but please, keep Hurt Business as far away from it as humanly possible. I was genuinely afraid WWE was going to have Strowman and Pearce win the Raw Tag Team Championship here. Thankfully, they resisted the urge to book a title change and that didn't happen. Still, this sucked.
· Riddle and The Lucha House Party vs. RETRIBUTION: It's hilarious how Riddle continues to team with Lucha House Party because Raw legitimately has no other teams right now. This only went a few minutes and was a total afterthought. Don't get me wrong, I'm not complaining RETRIBUTION lost. Rather, I'm complaining they're still around after losing so frequently. They should have been disbanded ages ago. Anyone involved with them automatically gets bogged down.
· King Corbin vs. Montez Ford: I believe Ford has breakout singles star potential at some point. I'm also in the minority of people who enjoy Corbin. Unfortunately, I had zero interest in this match, especially with nothing at stake and no real bad blood between them. It couldn't have more obvious that WWE booked this bout on SmackDown in an attempt to kill time. It wasn't a bad match by any means, but it was way too short to be anything of note and never really got going.
· Sami Zayn vs. Angelo Dawkins: As if Corbin vs. Ford wasn't pointless enough, we were subjected to another meaningless match right afterward with these two. Zayn is a former Intercontinental Champion, and yet he can't even beat Angelo Dawkins. I guess the idea is that it's all a part of the "conspiracy" against him, but this loss didn't do him any favors. There's no reason for him to be put in the tag team ranks with Corbin. I'd rather he reunite with Kevin Owens.
· Apollo Crews accent: This is a minor "Low Point", simply because I've been digging Crews' heel turn. It's the most invested I've been in his character in forever, but the accent has got to go. The way he goes in and out of it is too inconsistent and I can completely understand why some fans would have a problem with it, even if that actually is how his family speaks. His promo work is improving, but the accent will be too distracting for people, so he may as well drop it.
