Week of March 7, 2020
Match of the Week: Seth Rollins and Murphy vs. The Street Profits: Raw Tag Team Championship Match - Raw, March 2
I thoroughly enjoyed the match these two teams had at Super ShowDown last week and thought this was even better, largely because of how hot the crowd in Brooklyn was for The Street Profits. Montez Ford and Angelo Dawkins haven't had the best booking since coming to the main roster, but you would have never known that by watching them on Monday night. This was an excellent match with both tandems having strong showings. Thanks to Kevin Owens' expected interference, Street Profits were able to capitalize and capture the Raw Tag Team Championship. 

Superstar of the Week: Randy Orton
You'd be hard-pressed to find a better heel in wrestling right now than Randy Orton. I feel like I've said that countless times throughout his career, but there's no denying that he's one of the best bad guys in the business, especially when the story is just right and he's extra motivated. He's been the highlight of every Raw for the last month and a half and his encounter this week with Beth Phoenix featured some of his strongest work to date. After attempting to manipulate The Glamazon into thinking Edge's injury was her fault, he planted her with a devastating RKO. Simply masterful.
Show of the Week: WWE NXT, March 4
There wasn't anything overly special about any of WWE's shows last week, whereas this week was a different story. SmackDown was still the same dull show it's been for months, but Raw had one of its hottest episodes in a while on Monday night. Had it not been for that boring second hour, it likely would have won "Show of the Week," but that honor instead goes to NXT. I haven't been super high on the black-and-gold brand lately, but Wednesday's episode was the most entertaining it's been in weeks. The two Steel Cage matches delivered and there was plenty of build for TakeOver: Tampa.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Drew McIntyre attacks Brock Lesnar: I've been digging everything WWE has done with McIntyre since he won the Royal Rumble and his confrontation with Lesnar on Monday's Raw was the best he's looked yet. After the typical quality mic work from Paul Heyman, McIntyre emerged to not just go face-to-face with Lesnar but also lay him out with three consecutive Claymore Kicks. The sight of him standing tall over The Beast Incarnate on the stage with the WWE Championship held high was awesome. Here's hoping the program didn't peak with this segment, though I'm not sure how they can top this.
· Rey Mysterio and Humberto Carrillo vs. Andrade and Angel Garza: The United States Championship picture is the most exciting it's been in a long time. Mysterio and Andrade are coming off month-long absences from WWE TV, yet they didn't miss a beat in this thrilling tag team affair. Everyone worked wonderfully together and Carrillo pinning Andrade was the right call. I'm typically not high on champions getting beaten so often, but Carrillo needed an important victory and this earned him another title shot this Sunday.
· Tegan Nox vs. Dakota Kai: The former best friends continue to deliver the goods in their matches. While I would have saved this for NXT TakeOver: Tampa, I get the feeling that another big gimmick match is planned for them there. Almost every Steel Cage matchup I've seen in WWE has featured interference and this was no exception, but at least it was done in a way where it made sense. It was an excellent opener for NXT and kept the feud alive between Nox and Kai. I'd love a Last Woman Standing match for the blow-off.
· Undisputed Era vs. Oney Lorcan and Danny Burch: You can never go wrong with a match pitting these two teams against each other. Lorcan and Burch are basically stepping stones in the NXT tag team division, but they never cease to have above-average matches. Although the outcome was never in doubt, I enjoyed this for what it was. It was also announced that Undisputed Era will invoke their rematch clause for The BroserWeights' NXT Tag Team Championship next week.
· Velveteen Dream vs. Roderick Strong: I didn't care much for their first encounter (which fell well below my expectations), but this Steel Cage rematch was a vast improvement. It may have meant more if there hadn't already been a Steel Cage match to kick off NXT, but other than that, this was an entertaining main event where both men showed fantastic fire and intensity. Dream allowing Strong to win was weird, but I understand that him getting his hands on Adam Cole was more important. I figured this would be the case since TakeOver: Portland, but it officially looks like we're getting Cole vs. Dream for the NXT Championship in Tampa. I am totally on board with that, especially if it means Dream is walking out the new NXT Champion.
· Gauntlet match: WWE does Gauntlet matches so often that I'd be content if they never held another one. That said, the SmackDown main event was well done. I wasn't a fan of The Miz and John Morrison getting beaten like a couple of chumps, but this did a lot to establish Heavy Machinery as a credible tag team. Dolph Ziggler pinning Otis also helped further their story.
This Week's Low Points
· Riddick Moss vs. Ricochet: I honestly can't see how it could get much worse for Ricochet than this. Losing to Brock Lesnar quickly and decisively is one thing, but it will be tough to bounce back from failing to win the 24/7 Championship from Riddick Moss of all people. Yes, Ricochet has officially entered 24/7 title purgatory and he couldn't even win it. The match was whatever, but it definitely did more to harm Ricochet than it did to help Moss. It's mind-boggling to me that the company would bother to build him up as a WWE Championship challenger only to ruin him with two straight embarrassing losses. What a waste of talent.
· Aleister Black vs. Karl Anderson, Luke Gallows and AJ Styles: I was really looking forward to Black vs. Styles for the first time ever on Raw, but then we got this glorified Gauntlet match instead. I understood why they did it and the story they were going for, but the truth is that the crowd couldn't have cared less about Black beating Anderson and Gallows in back-to-back uninspiring singles matches. Styles essentially picked up the scraps and thus his matchup with Black was short-lived and nothing worth writing home about.
· Erick Rowan reveals what's in his cage: Let the record show I never once got my hopes up for anything remarkable being in Rowan's precious cage, but I can't believe that a fake-looking spider was the best WWE Creative could come up with. Seriously? Worse yet, it happened in a backstage segment with No Way Jose. Perhaps it wouldn't have been as bad had so much television time not been wasted on Rowan and the tease of what was inside the cage. The quicker we can all move on from this garbage, the better off we'll be.
· Liv Morgan vs. Ruby Riott: I maintain that a feud pitting the three former members of The Riott Squad against each other would mean more right now if the stable hadn't been so poorly booked for the year and a half they were around for. Morgan vs. Riott was never going to be anything special, but Sarah Logan being named the special guest referee did nothing to add to it. The match was just kind of there and solely existed to hype the Raw women's Elimination Chamber match on Sunday.
· Naomi and Lacey Evans vs. Bayley and Sasha Banks: I don't think anyone was asking for a rematch from last week's SmackDown, but we got one, anyway. What's weird is that the heels avenged their loss by beating Naomi, who pinned Bayley one week prior. In other words, I'm not sure what was accomplished by doing this. I'd almost understand if the idea was to build to Banks vs. Bayley for the SmackDown Women's Championship at WrestleMania with Banks mentioning that she defeated Naomi when Bayley couldn't, but as of now, it doesn't look like they're headed in that direction. Rather, a Six-Pack Challenge seems more likely, which screams laziness. I'm not even sure who the other two women in the matchup would be.
· Sheamus vs. Apollo Crews: I assume Sheamus' WrestleMania program won't kick off until after Elimination Chamber, but these string of wins over Crews and Shorty G do nothing for me. I'm glad he's being booked to look dominant, but Crews and Chad Gable are glorified enhancement talent at this point and I couldn't care less about them teasing tension (or whatever they're going for).
