WEEK OF MARCH 9, 2013
MATCH OF THE WEEK: THE MIZ VS. DOLPH ZIGGLER - RAW, MARCH 4
These two have had a handful of great matches in recent months, but I found specific bout to be their best yet. Needless to say, their chemistry in the squared circle is undoubtedly awesome (no pun intended), which made for an extremely entertaining exchange. The addition of Ric Flair to ringside was also a brilliant idea, as it helped inject some life into a rather dead Buffalo crowd. He was able to hit his signature chops on Big E Langston during the course of the contest and watched on as Miz forced Ziggler to tap out to his patented Figure Four Leg Lock for the hard-fought victory. Sure, Ziggler once again lost, but at least he looked strong in defeat. If Ziggler and Miz don't have anything to do come WrestleMania 29, I don't see why they shouldn't be put in a program against one another going into the show of shows. 

SUPERSTAR OF THE WEEK: FANDANGO
Quite honestly, I have never been the biggest fan of Johnny Curtis, especially when he first won NXT Season 4 two years back. I found his "Let's Get Weird" gimmick to be mildly entertaining, but nothing that would secure him a spot on the main roster. In late 2012, WWE began to hype the impending debut of Fandango, the alter-ego of Curtis. The vignettes aired for months, but it wasn't until the March 1 edition of SmackDown that Fandango finally made his debut. Since then, Fandango has refused to compete, merely due to the fact that no one has been able to get his name right. I'm still on the fence regarding the gimmick, but it appears to be a success so far. He's garnering heat, which is certainly a good sign at this point in time. 

SHOW OF THE WEEK: OLD SCHOOL RAW, MARCH 4
For the first time since November 2010, WWE returned the Old School Raw gimmick this past week, and it was just as great (if not better) as the original. I absolutely loved how WWE went all-out for the occasion with the throwback barricades, stage, set, commentating table and more. It certainly made it feel nostalgic and brought back some classic memories. The returning Legends were also fun, despite the fact there was no shock value due to them being previously advertised. Aside from that, they played their roles well and were enjoyable in small doses. The night also saw the return of Undertaker, who hasn't been seen since Raw 1000. Having his highly anticipated kick off the program was a brilliant move, as it set the tone for the rest of the show. The night also featured a number of solid matches and strong segments as well, making it the best edition of Raw thus far in 2013. How long until Old School Raw returns once again? 

OTHER NOTABLE HIGHLIGHTS AND LOW POINTS
THIS WEEK'S HIGHLIGHTS
· Undertaker returns: Better late than never, right? While I feel his return at the top of the hour on Old School Raw was a bit brief, it was still a great way to open the show. I'm ecstatic he's back and highly anticipating his pending program with CM Punk.
· Fatal 4 Way: Speaking of which, the Fatal 4 Way on Old School Raw to determine who would face Undertaker at WrestleMania 29 was also very well done. It was an enjoyable match and not something we've seen since 2009 when it comes to Taker's storied streak. Bonus points for CM Punk picking up the clean victory as well.
· Alberto Del Rio vs. Dolph Ziggler: While I don't love the fact this was the fourth time we've seen this match in the last month, it was still entertaining to watch. Del Rio and Ziggler have great chemistry in the ring and never fail to ignite a crowd.
· The Rock and John Cena promo: What a difference a year makes. Their promos were so incredibly bad last year that I sketpical of the revival of this rivalry, but this had to be the best segment they've been involved in together to date. Both Rock and Cena had strong showings on the mic here and gave me hope that this feud might actually be good.
· Antonio Cesaro vs. Sin Cara: I'm not high on the idea of Cesaro losing yet another non-title match (more on that in the Low Points), but it was still a fun bout. These two work well together and it seemed to set-up a potential title match for WrestleMania 29.
THIS WEEK'S LOW POINTS
· Paul Bearer passes away: A major loss to the WWE Universe and the pro wrestling business as a whole. I was shocked to see he passed away at the age 58, and I'm sure I wasn't the only one. However, it was nice to see WWE (as well as TNA) pay tribute to him on their respective shows this past week.
· Secondary champions losing meaningless matches: Once again, both Wade Barrett and Antonio Cesaro lose matches they have no business losing. How does WWE expect us to take them seriously as title-holder if they lose almost every match they compete in?
· Brodus Clay and Tensai vs. 3MB: As much as I loved the return of Honky Tonk Man on Old School Raw, the mere minute match that proceeded it was painfully unnecessary.
· Team Hell No vs. Prime Time Players: I liked the formation of the team back in the fall, but it's grown tiresome by this point. Prime Time Players are the perfect tandem to take the titles off them, yet they once again came up short of defeating Team Hell No on Raw. Oh, how the once-mighty tag team division has fallen.
· Kaitlyn vs. Tamina Snuka: A train wreck of a match. The timing was simply off and it was too short to really mean anything. The Divas are hardly on television nowadays anyway, so how did WWE expect anyone to care about this match? Layla unintentionally costing Kaitlyn the victory was interesting, but I can't say I'm excited for their likely feud going into WrestleMania.
