Week of March 9, 2019
Match of the Week: #DIY vs. Undisputed Era: Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic Quarterfinal Match - NXT, March 6
It's been two years since we last saw #DIY team up in two-on-two action on NXT, and when they partnered up in the quarterfinals of the Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic on Wednesday night, it was as if no time had passed. It helped that they had amazing opponents in Undisputed Era, and as expected, they produced an absolutely outstanding match. It was all action from bell to bell and the crowd ate up everything they did. Despite their differences, Johnny Gargano and Tommaso Ciampa proved they could come together and score the victory when the pressure is on.
Superstar of the Week: Oney Lorcan
You probably never expected to see Oney Lorcan featured as my "Superstar of the Week," but his recent appearances on 205 Live and NXT more than earned him this award. He started off the week by taking on Humberto Carrillo in a quarterfinal match in the WWE Cruiserweight Championship No. 1 Contender's Tournament and winning in shocking fashion. It was a very entertaining outing that allowed him to showcase his skills in front of a bigger audience. Although he and Danny Burch failed to advance in the Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic on NXT, they had a stellar showing.
Show of the Week: WWE NXT, March 6
NXT always manages to pull through with an exciting episode every single week, but Wednesday's show was especially exceptional. The focus was entirely on the Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic quarterfinals and every single match was simply fantastic. I think it's safe to say that this installment of the tournament is already the best ever. Also on NXT, Matt Riddle interrupted Velveteen Dream and made it known that he has his sights set on the NXT North American Championship. Seriously, seek out this week's show and be prepared to enjoy every second of it.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· The Shield reunite: It's honestly difficult to get excited about yet another Shield reunion when the last two weren't all that stellar, along with how it makes very little sense for Seth Rollins and Dean Ambrose to forgive each other so soon after their recent rivalry. I wasn't a fan of how rushed this reunion felt, but it was a cool moment, nonetheless. The crowd popped big when all three men joined fists and I'm sure they'll get a great reaction when they make their entrance together at Fastlane. Beyond that, though, I would like to see Ambrose go heel (again), leading to Ambrose vs. Roman Reigns at WrestleMania 35.
· Triple H promo: It's no secret that I've never been the biggest fan of Triple H, but there's no denying that he can deliver one hell of a promo. I don't know about everyone else, but personally, I'm looking forward to his match with Batista at WrestleMania. This was a logical followup to the events that transpired at the end of last week's Raw and I liked how he mentioned Batista complaining for two years about wanting to face him. I could have done without him bringing up his "character," though. That seemed unnecessary.
· R-Truth vs. Samoa Joe vs. Rey Mysterio vs. Andrade: For the second straight week, the United States Championship match stole the show on SmackDown Live. Everyone involved put forth an excellent effort and it was a highly entertaining outing overall. I expected Truth's comedy reign as United States Champion to continue, so I was pleasantly surprised when Joe picked up the win instead. Joe has been long overdue for a title win and could do a lot to make that belt mean something again. John Cena is my ideal opponent for him at the Show of Shows.
· Cedric Alexander vs. Akira Tozawa: The WWE Cruiserweight Championship No. 1 Contender's Tournament has produced some real gems in the last two weeks and this is one worth going out of your way to check out. Tozawa often gets slept on, but the guy is a hell of a competitor and this bout proved that. As for Alexander, he never ceases to deliver the goods and this was another outstanding performance from him.
· Aleister Black and Ricochet vs. Fabian Aichner and Marcel Barthel: These are two teams who came together on a whim and instantly found chemistry together, so it was only academic that they'd produce a barn-burner. This was the perfect way to kick off the Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic, as the match was essentially everything that I love about tag team wrestling. Black and Ricochet have been ripping it up on the main roster since being called up a few weeks ago, so fans already knew how terrific of a tandem they are. Aichner and Barthel, however, have been mostly tucked away on NXT UK, so here's hoping anyone who wasn't familiar with them before came away impressed by their showing. The remainder of the tournament should be fun.
This Week's Low Points
· Ronda Rousey, Becky Lynch and Charlotte Flair: Damn, what a convoluted mess this has turned into. A storyline that started out so simple with Ronda Rousey being the badass, dominant champion and Becky Lynch winning the women's Royal Rumble against all odds has since lost a lot of that same magic. I applaud the ladies involved for making the most of what they've been given, but the direction WWE has taken with this lately has been incredibly confusing. Rousey turning heel was a smart move, but I can safely say that I'm not nearly as hyped for the Raw Women's Championship match at WrestleMania 35 than I was before.
· Natalya vs. Ruby Riott: I honestly couldn't have cared less about the feud Natalya and Riott had late last year, so I was thankful when they finally blew it off at December's TLC pay-per-view. Unfortunately, that was less than three months ago and they're already back to facing each other on Raw. It didn't help that this was a completely forgettable match that didn't seem to serve any sort of purpose aside from giving Lacey Evans more exposure afterward with her walk down the ramp. I will say that a Natalya vs. Evans program is mildly intriguing.
· Tag Team Gauntlet match: Raw's tag team division is in shambles and has been for many months. The Revival are essentially enhancement talent with titles and everyone else lacks credibility. Take this match for example. Heavy Machinery beating The B-Team, The Ascension, and Zack Ryder and Curt Hawkins meant nothing because those teams are losers in the eyes of the fans. As a result, this was a massive waste of time. I do enjoy Heavy Machinery, but this is the wrong way to go about showcasing them. The entire tag team scene on Monday nights desperately needs a reboot.
· Sasha Banks vs. Tamina: The Boss 'n' Hug Connection are set to defend their WWE Women's Tag Team Championship against Nia Jax and Tamina at Fastlane. After Bayley defeated Jax on last week's Raw, Tamina beating Banks to even the score was only inevitable. Something about that statement still sounds off to me, though. I realize this was designed to give the heels momentum, but it was way too short to be anything of note.
· Mandy Rose vs. Naomi: Speaking of short matches, I couldn't believe how brief this bout was, especially after the months and months these two have spent feuding with each other. Granted, this was never advertised for SmackDown Live and just sort of happened out of nowhere, but their program (despite being oddly booked at times) deserved a better payoff than this. I almost thought I was watching an old Divas match on the WWE Network, that's how inconsequential this was. Worse yet, WWE's attempt to get Rose over as a threat to the SmackDown Women's Championship was quickly squandered when Asuka appeared on the stage and laid out Rose and Sonya Deville with ease. I assume Asuka wins at Fastlane, so that was a strange call for WWE to make.
