WEEK OF MAY 11, 2013

MATCH OF THE WEEK: DANIEL BRYAN VS. DEAN AMBROSE - FRIDAY NIGHT SMACKDOWN, MAY 10TH
Five years ago, Bryan Danielson (Daniel Bryan) vs. Jon Moxley (Dean Ambrose) would have been the main event of your average independent wrestling show. If you told me back then that match would be a marquee match someday soon in WWE, I would have never believed you. Well, the dream match that many believed we would never see in WWE finally came to fruition this past week on SmackDown. After soundly defeating WWE Tag Team Champion Kane last Friday night, Ambrose was set to do battle with The Big Red Monster's tag team partner Daniel Bryan this week. I was excited for this match before it even started, as I was well aware of the magic these two could create in the squared circle. Sure enough, Ambrose and Bryan were given over ten minutes to showcase their amazing abilities. Although Ambrose scored the win via disqualification, it doesn't make me any less excited for an eventual rematch down the line. 

SUPERSTAR OF THE WEEK: RANDY ORTON
While Randy Orton may be in desperate need of a heel turn or even a slight character change, there's no denying that he's been on monster roll as of late as a babyface. Regardless of how stagnant his character might be, Orton continues to produce excellent matches every time he steps foot in the squared circle. This was the case this past week on Monday Night Raw, where Orton silenced Damien Sandow for the second time within the course of three days. Two days later on WWE Main Event, Orton did battle with Antonio Cesaro, who he defeated following a twenty minute-plus classic. Finally, Orton nailed Big Show with an RKO out of nowhere on SmackDown. Will Orton's strong momentum lead him to a victory at Extreme Rules? \

SHOW OF THE WEEK: FRIDAY NIGHT SMACKDOWN, MAY 10TH
Monday Night Raw had its best episode of the year the night after WrestleMania 29, but it hasn't been anywhere near as entertaining since that night. While we've had a few decent editions here and there, the show as a whole has felt lackluster and mediocre. Some say that CM Punk's absence may contribute to that, which is probably true, but the stagnant story-lines and such are also to blame. The ratings are proof of that, as this past week's episode of Raw scored the lowest rating of the year up to this point. I'm not sure what WWE has to do to rectify that problem, but here's hoping the flagship show picks up steam sooner rather than later. Thankfully, SmackDown has picked up the slack for Raw as of late, producing its fourth consecutive enjoyable show this past Friday night. The blue brand has always been more wrestling-oriented, but it seems as if the feuds being highlighted on the program have been entertaining as well. I look forward to what else SmackDown has in store in coming weeks.
OTHER NOTABLE HIGHLIGHTS AND LOW POINTS

THIS WEEK'S HIGHLIGHTS
· Brock Lensar invades WWE HQ: On a rather forgettable Raw, this was most definitely among the few highlights. Aside from the fact that the furniture in Triple H's apparent office looked cheap and tacky, Lesnar still managed to come off looking like an absolute beast while Heyman's insightful commentary was entertaining as well. This didn't have me looking forward to the Steel Cage match at Extreme Rules once it concluded, but it was still an enjoyable angle, nonetheless.
· Ryback vs. Chris Jericho: A strong main event that did a lot to make Ryback look like an unstoppable force that shouldn't be reckoned with. Jericho sold like a champ for Ryback and got a great match out of him in the process. Now it's for John Cena to take notes and not undermine The Human Wrecking Ball, either.
· Alberto Del Rio vs. Dolph Ziggler: We've seen this match a handful of times in the past, but these two never cease to put on a good show. Ziggler's disqualification loss protected him, Del Rio technically scored the victory and Jack Swagger destroyed everyone moments later. As of now, the World Heavyweight Championship match is the most anticipated match on the Extreme Rules card.
· Kofi Kingston vs. Cody Rhodes: A simple match that was fun while it lasted. Kingston and Rhodes have such great chemistry with one another, so it's a shame that Rhodes isn't chasing Kingston for the U.S. title. The brevity of the bout held it back from being more than what it was, but they made the most out of the time they were allotted.
· Antonio Cesaro: I still find it mind-boggling that he was de-pushed to begin with, but it's nice to see WWE right their latest wrong by beginning to build Cesaro back up again. Sure, he came up short against Orton on WWE Main Event, but it's worth noting that he looked strong in defeat.
THIS WEEK'S LOW POINTS
· Dolph Ziggler concussion: It's always unfortunate whenever a Superstar suffers an injury, especially when that Superstar just so happens to be a champion. This was incredibly bad timing for Ziggler, who's been booking quite well as World Heavyweight Champion thus far. It would be terrible to see Ziggler removed from the Ladder match at Extreme Rules, as that's the only match on the card at the moment that I'm actually looking forward to. Fingers crossed for a speedy recovery.
· Ryback vs. Kane: While it wasn't necessarily a bad match, I can honestly say I had higher hopes for it. It started off on a high note the brutal brawl, but everything else that followed fell flat. It was nice to see Ryback score a clean victory and decimate WWE Champion John Cena moments later, but it didn't pack much of a punch for this viewer.
· R-Truth vs. Fandango: Fandango's undefeated streak came to an end at the hands of R-Truth following a minute match that resulted in a count-out loss. Are you kidding me? I'm not a fan of Fandango or anything, but I find it absolutely asinine that WWE would have him defeated for the first time in such a fashion. This was bad booking at it's finest.
· Sheamus vs. Wade Barrett: Of all the solid matches these two have had with each other, this had to be the worst of them all. It was only mere minutes before Barrett was ultimately defeated by Sheamus in what was a glorified squash match. Needless to say, this furthered damaged the already irrelevant Intercontinental Championship.
· Big Show vs. Tensai: Big Show is a monster. Okay, we understand that, so why have him squash Tensai for no apparent reason? The match basically consisted of Tensai landing punches on Show for a few seconds before knocked out seconds like. Even Orton getting the better of Show didn't save this from feeling like a meaningless segment.
