Week of May 11, 2019
Match of the Week: Matt Riddle vs. Adam Cole - NXT, May 8
Undisputed Era has been in a bit of a slump recently, but Adam Cole's main event match against Matt Riddle on this week's NXT was his chance to bounce back. Although they had never squared off one-on-one before in NXT, they instantly clicked in this contest and had no problem producing a great matchup. The crowd was invested in the action from start to finish and it very well could have gone either way. With Roderick Strong unable to aid Cole to victory, Riddle picked up his biggest win in NXT to date and made many think he has the NXT Championship in his sights.
Superstar of the Week: Kofi Kingston
Kofi Kingston has had a hell of a run as WWE Champion thus far, and this past week might have been his most crucial since WrestleMania 35. He was first put to the test on Raw when he defended his title in a WrestleMania rematch against the returning Daniel Bryan. Similar to at the Show of Shows, Kingston proved he was an equal to Bryan by beating him decisively. Then, AJ Styles and Sami Zayn stepped up to challenge him for the gold on SmackDown Live. It was a terrific Triple Threat match with strong showings from all involved, but once again, Kingston emerged victorious.
Show of the Week: WWE NXT, May 8
In what should come as no surprise, NXT is the best thing going in WWE at the moment. This "Wild Card Rule" (more on that in the "Low Points" column) does absolutely nothing for me and has merely hindered the overall quality of Raw and SmackDown Live (though that has largely been the case dating back to WrestleMania 35). On the bright side, NXT never ceases to deliver on Wednesday nights and this week's episode was no exception. In addition to the excellent main event, Bianca Belair and Mia Yim had an enjoyable outing and Raul Mendoza scored a rare victory.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Kofi Kingston vs. Daniel Bryan: This was the last match I expected to main event Monday's Raw, especially considering Bryan hadn't been seen since WrestleMania prior to this past week. Nevertheless, this was a fun, well-wrestled WrestleMania rematch. Their initial encounter on the grandest stage of them all was superior for obvious reasons, but it was still better than anything else on the show. I would assume this means that Bryan's time in the title picture is over and that this rivalry will not be revisited after Kingston's upcoming title defense at Money in the Bank. If so, this was a good payoff for the feud.
· AJ Styles and Seth Rollins: I've been looking forward to Rollins vs. Styles at Money in the Bank since the moment it was announced, but I originally feared that the buildup to the bout would be dull because of the babyface vs. babyface dynamic. Thankfully, Styles has been spicing up his character in recent weeks by teasing a heel turn. I loved how he and Rollins couldn't coexist on Raw, leading to Styles walking out on him during their tag team match with Baron Corbin and Bobby Lashley (though he isn't a full-fledged heel yet).
· Kofi Kingston vs. AJ Styles vs. Sami Zayn: Despite my qualms about the "Wild Card Rule," this was an above-average main event for SmackDown Live. Granted, I knew there was zero chance that Styles and Zayn were winning the title and that Zayn was going to take the pinfall loss, but the action was entertaining and the win helped solidify Kingston as a credible, fighting champion. Furthermore, Kingston and Owens were able to further their feud with Owens attempting to cost Kingston the victory by attacking Xavier Woods at ringside. This was well done all around.
· Daniel Bryan and Rowan vs. The Usos: The Hardy Boyz having to vacate the SmackDown Tag Team Championship left SmackDown Live's tag team division in shambles, but Bryan and Rowan winning the twin titles was a smart move. They were already teaming anyway, and as previously noted, Bryan needed something to do with his rivalry with Kingston now over. This was an enjoyable outing down the stretch.
· Akira Tozawa vs. Mike Kanellis: Tozawa is the king of No Disqualification/Street Fight/No Holds Barred matches on 205 Live it seems, and this was another great one from him. Kanellis, on the other hand, hasn't produced too many memorable matchups in his time in WWE, but this was one of his best efforts to date. They went all out with the stipulation and made it feel like a true fight. Most importantly, they successfully got the crowd into the bout by the end, which is a tall task with the show being taped after SmackDown. I'm curious if this win will propel Tozawa back onto the WWE Cruiserweight Championship scene seeing as how he's lost to Tony Nese in the past and failed to capture the title from Buddy Murphy earlier this year.
This Week's Low Points
· Wild Card Rule: I could write an entire book on how I feel this Wild Card Rule is a big negative, but I'll simply cover the basics here. First and foremost, the Superstar Shake-up was no more than a month ago, so having Superstars appear on their original shows so soon means nothing and completely devalues the Brand Split. Obviously, this is Vince McMahon's response to the ratings for Raw and SmackDown Live tanking lately, but I don't believe this Wild Card Rule will have the effect he hopes it will. Wrestlers being assigned to one brand or the other isn't the problem as much as the deplorable creative is. How long before this is abandoned?
· The Usos and The Revival: I fail to see how Revival are supposed to be the heels here. It looks to me that The Usos are the bullies (in storyline) when Revival did nothing to deserve getting embarrassed week after week. I understand why WWE wants to bury Revival on their way out of the company (even though their contracts reportedly don't expire for another year), but segments like this one also insult the intelligence of the audience. I'm sure the only person laughing was Vince, because this was a giant heap of garbage.
· Braun Strowman attacks Sami Zayn: Zayn has been trashing the WWE Universe every week on Raw since returning the night after WrestleMania 35 and it was merely a matter of time before he settled into his first feud with this new gimmick. Unfortunately, it appears Strowman is that person. They have history from a few years ago and worked well together back then, but despite winning the Andre the Giant Memorial Battle Royal, Strowman has been beyond boring for months. This rivalry reeks of Strowman's program with Kevin Owens from last year, which wasn't good.
· The Lucha House Party vs. local athletes: This took place right after Strowman's backstage attack on Zayn, so I got the feeling that it wasn't meant to serve any sort of a purpose. Even still, it was a waste of time. I like Lucha House Party, but they were destroyed with ease by The Viking Raiders last week, so fans don't have much of an incentive to care about them at the moment. I'm all for enhancement matches, but this was pointless.
· Mandy Rose and Sonya Deville vs. Ember Moon and Carmella: It really feels like the women have been getting less and less television time in recent weeks and the Wild Card Rule likely won't do them any favors. Nevertheless, this was a fairly basic tag team match that was too short to be anything of note and was designed to give Rose and Deville a decisive victory before they face Asuka and Kairi Sane next week. That should be a solid matchup, but this did damage to Moon. She was set to receive a fresh start on SmackDown Live and had a fine first night as a member of the blue brand, but the followup has been poor. There's no reason why Carmella couldn't have taken the pinfall loss here. In fact, Rose and Deville should have faced local athletes instead.
