WEEK OF MAY 17, 2014
MATCH OF THE WEEK: TYSON KIDD VS. TYLER BREEZE VS. SAMI ZAYN - NXT, MAY 15
NXT has been a lot of fun to watch in recent weeks, mostly because of the buildup to the live Takeover special on the WWE Network on May 29. Many matches were set in stone for the event on the latest edition of NXT, but the show was headlined by an excellent Triple Threat match in the main event between Sami Zayn, Tyler Breeze and Tyson Kidd. One week prior, a Battle Royal to determine a new No. 1 contender to the NXT Championship ended in a three-way draw between them, thus leading to this matchup. As expected, it was a high energy, quick paced contest that saw Kidd, Breeze and Zayn give it their all in an attempt to come out on top. The chemistry between the three Canadian grapplers was off the charts and left this viewer wanting to see more. In the end, Kidd scored the winning pinfall over Breeze as a distraught Zayn looked on. Kidd vs. Adrian Neville for the NXT title should be fantastic, and I highly anticipate their championship clash at Takeover. 

SUPERSTAR OF THE WEEK: DOLPH ZIGGLER
Needless to say, Dolph Ziggler is by and large one of the most underutilized Superstars in the WWE today. While he hasn't been consistently pushed since losing the World Heavyweight Championship last June, he's been making the most of what he's been given as of late and this was certainly one of his better weeks in recent memory. First on Raw, Ziggler emerged victorious against Fandango despite attempted interference from his squeeze and new dance partner Layla at ringside. The next night on Main Event, Ziggler picked up an impressive win over familiar foe Damien Sandow. Granted, he was on the receiving end of a brutal beat down at the hands of Batista on SmackDown, but he still managed to defeat The Animal via disqualification. A win's a win, right? 

SHOW OF THE WEEK: WWE MAIN EVENT, MAY 13
This had to be one of the weakest weeks of WWE programming in quite some time. It's especially disappointing considering we're coming off a great Extreme Rules pay-per-view, but I suppose this lull period should have been expected since it will probably hold us over until the hot summer season. Monday Night Raw wasn't terrible, but there wasn't much noteworthy about it outside of Daniel Bryan announcing his surgery. It was a middle-of-the-road show at best that didn't really produce anything of note. Friday Night SmackDown was the worst of the bunch, as almost all of it was filler garbage with the exception of The Usos vs. Cody Rhodes and Goldust and John Cena vs. Erick Rowan. WWE Main Event was by far this week's show to watch given that it featured a great match between Sheamus and Cesaro and two other good matches in Alicia Fox vs. Emma and Dolph Ziggler vs. Damien Sandow. Hopefully next week's shows will be more entertaining since they'll emanate from England, an always awesome crowd. 

OTHER NOTABLE HIGHLIGHTS AND LOW POINTS
THIS WEEK'S HIGHLIGHTS
· John Cena and The Usos vs. The Wyatt Family: It didn't do much to further the story between Cena and Bray Wyatt, but it didn't need to. It was just a well wrestled, fun six-man tag team match where everyone involved was given their moment to shine. It was also effective in cheering the crowd back up after Daniel Bryan's unfortunate announcement. It gave Cena and Usos their win back over the clan and potentially triggered a feud between Usos and Luke Harper and Erick Rowan over the WWE Tag Team Championships.
· Alicia Fox: Normally, I don't put a Superstar or Diva in the Highlights section if they lose two matches in one week, but Fox is the rare exception. Her loses this week did more for her than if she was to win, as her post-match meltdowns were extremely well done to the point where even I wanted to see her put in her place. Fox, while not great, is very good and could make for a nice opponent for Paige before AJ Lee returns. Hopefully she is put in title contention in time for Payback in a few weeks.
· Sheamus vs. Cesaro: These two share a very similar hard-hitting style, so it was a no-brainer that they'd produce a quality matchup on Main Event. Sheamus shouldn't be losing many non-title matches as United States champion and Cesaro had to maintain his momentum, so the double count-out was the best finish to his bout. I don't know if they're set to feud any time soon, but I hope to see them clash again sooner rather than later.
· John Cena vs. Erick Rowan: Rowan may be the greenest member of The Wyatt Family, but he is still a good worker and Cena got a solid match out of him on SmackDown. Rowan can absorb the loss and he put up a strong enough fight that he looked credible in defeat. I still have no desire to see a rubber match between Cena and Wyatt at Payback since the feud has run its course at this point, but at least their recent encounters in tag team or singles action have been worth watching.
· The Usos vs. Cody Rhodes and Goldust: This would have been a money matchup only a few months ago, but so damage has been done to the Rhodes brothers that it didn't mean as much as it should have. Nevertheless, they had a quality contest on SmackDown and the final few minutes were very fun. The Usos getting the win was academic, but it's a shame that Cody's post-match complaining wasn't picked up by the announcers at all.
· Kofi Kingston vs. Titus O'Neil: These two have had forgettable encounters on Superstars in the past, but this was one match that I would actually suggest checking out. No, it was not a five star mat classic, but it was enjoyable for what it was and the live crowd was into the action. Kingston is branded with "midcard for life" by now, but O'Neil has potential and I just wish more would be done with him.
THIS WEEK'S LOW POINTS
· Daniel Bryan surgery: Man, has anyone as champion faced more real life adversity than Bryan has in the last month? He's had to cope with the deaths of The Ultimate Warrior, his biggest fan Connor the Crusher and even his father and he now has to undergo neck surgery. He's the most over guy in the company at the moment and it's such a shame that his reign has gone down the way it has. I'd understand if WWE had to strip him of the title since he might be out for a while, but it's still a bummer given that he won't be able to win it back in any bigger form than he did at WrestleMania 30.
· Rob Van Dam vs. Jack Swagger: I honestly believe these two are capable of having a good match together, but they haven't been able to show it in their last two brief outings against each other. I realize that this was meant to further the feud between Swagger and Adam Rose, but the match itself was a waste and did nothing for anyone involved.
· Nikki Bella vs. Natalya: I have said in the past that I am completely content with storylines from Total Divas being carried over to WWE programming, but not when they are obviously scripted, fake and stupid. They had a match between Nikki didn't like Natalya's painting of her? Really? It doesn't get any more mind-numbing than that, folks. The other Divas holding up signs at ringside on Raw and Eva Marie being special guest referee on SmackDown were also asinine.
· El Torito vs. Heath Slater: Why the feud between 3MB and Los Matadores is still going is beyond me, but if I had to take a guess, I'd say that it's because WWE has nothing else for either stable to do and their matches can easily kill time. This, obviously, was a joke of a match and made me despise their "rivalry" even more. Can someone find out if the children enjoy this stuff? If they don't, then what's the point?
· Sheamus vs. Titus O'Neil: I was fine with the match between Sheamus and O'Neil lasting under a minute on Raw a few weeks back because O'Neil gave Sheamus the beating of his life beforehand, but the quick loss here to O'Neil was aggravating. All he did was cut a promo, and not a good one at that. Sheamus is a good pick to have as U.S. champion, but hopefully they move him into a feud soon. Otherwise, he'll be stuck in this meaningless garbage forever. A heel turn must be on the horizon.
· Santino Marella vs. Damien Sandow: I'm not exactly sure what they're going for with Sandow. Is the new CM Punk by being outspoken and "speaking when he's not supposed to?" They haven't done anything with him for so long that I have zero faith that this will lead to anything either, especially since the live crowds don't appear to care. If losing to Santino in under a minute isn't the definition of a burial, I don't know what is.
