Week of May 18, 2019
Match of the Week: Rey Mysterio vs. Cesaro - Raw, May 13
I don't think most people expected a random television match between Rey Mysterio and Cesaro on Raw to be the best bout of the week, but here we are. Then again, it really shouldn't be too surprising that these guys would have quality chemistry together and have a highly entertaining encounter. Cesaro has basically been floundering since coming over to Raw on his own in the Superstar Shake-up, but this outing allowed him to showcase his skills and remind viewers of his excellence. Meanwhile, Mysterio continues to turn back the hands of time with his top-notch performances.
Superstar of the Week: Nikki Cross
Similar to Cesaro, you wouldn't have even known Nikki Cross was a member of the Raw roster if you've been watching the show in recent weeks. She appeared out of nowhere on Monday night and essentially volunteered to replace Alexa Bliss in the Fatal 4-Way match with Natalya, Naomi and Dana Brooke. I fully expected her to eat the losing fall, but she ended up picking up the huge win by pinning Natalya. She and Bliss were seemingly aligned afterward when she helped Bliss retrieve the briefcase, but regardless of where that goes, I'm glad Cross' Raw run is off to a strong start.
Show of the Week: WWE SmackDown Live, May 13
This kind of goes without saying, but WWE has done a poor job of getting people excited for this Money in the Bank pay-per-view on Sunday. Both Raw and SmackDown Live have been worse than they've been in some time, but I appreciated the effort from the blue brand on Tuesday night to deliver a solid go-home show. There was very little (if any) filler, several feuds were furthered, and there were some decent matches as well. It was far from an exceptional episode, but it was much more bearable than Monday's Raw, and at at the end of the day, that's all I ask for.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Double contract signing: I'm slightly surprised WWE would hold yet another contract signing on Raw with the women seven days removed from doing one with Seth Rollins and AJ Styles. On the bright side, this was well done. Becky Lynch has felt a bit stagnant since WrestleMania 35, but Lacey Evans has been a breath of fresh air in the title picture and has been a fun foil for her. Charlotte Flair, on the other hand, clearly has run out of things to say to Lynch, but I'm looking forward to their upcoming clash based off how well they've worked together in the past. Lynch going through a table was predictable yet acceptable.
· Kofi Kingston and Kevin Owens: I can't believe that Owens hasn't brought up how Kingston stole his WrestleMania moment, but other than that, this feud has been well done so far. Their final segment on SmackDown Live was also executed nicely with Owens thinking he had the upper hand over Kingston by bringing in Sami Zayn to help him only for Xavier Woods to come to Kingston's aid and even the odds. Kingston has been a pretty good champion since WrestleMania, but I'd like to see Owens take the title at Money in the Bank.
· Andrade vs. Finn Balor vs. Randy Orton vs. Ali: It feels like WWE follows the same formula year after year when it comes to building up the Money in the Bank Ladder matches, but at least this was fun while it lasted. All four of these guys are outstanding athletes and they made the most of the time they were allotted. Andrade picking up the victory was a smart call considering he hasn't won anything important in months. I don't expect him to capture the briefcase on Sunday, but it's possible. By the way, Ricochet coming out was cool, but it seemed to take away from Andrade's moment.
· Tony Nese vs. Ligero: 205 Live always welcomes talent from NXT UK whenever the show emanates from England and this week was no different. The outcome was never in doubt, but Ligero had a strong showing against the Cruiserweight Champion and the action was entertaining. I also liked how they effectively hyped up Nese's match at Money in the Bank with Ariya Daivari by having Daivari attack him afterward.
· The Viking Raiders vs. The Street Profits: The last match these two teams had was a hell of a sprint, so I was looking forward to this rematch with the NXT Tag Team Championship on the line this time around. Sure enough, they went all out and had an exhilarating encounter in the short span of time they were given before The Forgotten Sons crashed the contest. With Viking Raiders officially main roster bound, I thought that was a lame way for them to bow out from NXT (though it does keep them undefeated). On the bright side, Street Profits can benefit big time from this abrupt change of plans. They are undoubtedly the best choice to become the next NXT Tag Team Champions, so here's hoping that's what happens at TakeOver: XXV.
This Week's Low Points
· Roman Reigns and The Miz vs. Elias and Bobby Lashley: I'm sorry but these rivalries aren't remotely interesting to me at the moment. WWE produced a fantastic video package for Reigns chronicling his road to recovery, but it didn't touch upon his recent rivalry with Elias whatsoever. Therefore, I don't see their match at Money in the Bank being anything special. Meanwhile, I'm beyond ready for Miz and Shane McMahon to wrap up their feud so Miz can move on to something better. The worst part about this tag team matchup was that it ended on a disqualification, so it ultimately felt like a waste of time.
· Ricochet vs. Baron Corbin: WWE's booking of Ricochet has been all over the place since the Superstar Shake-up. He first lost to Robert Roode before picking up a big tag team victory the following week. Then, he avenged his loss to Roode, and on Monday, he was beaten by Corbin in clean fashion. I understand they want to make Corbin look like a threat (even though the chances of him becoming Mr. Money in the Bank are slim to none), but this did Ricochet no favors. Fingers crossed he can bounce back soon.
· Mojo Rawley vs. Apollo Crews: WWE has been airing vignettes hyping up Rawley's new darker persona on and off for months, but his re-debut on Raw this week felt cold because there was zero introduction of the character (and no, whatever WWE has been airing on their YouTube channel in recent weeks doesn't count because most fans don't watch that stuff). Additionally, bringing Crews over from SmackDown Live when he has yet to return to the blue brand since the Superstar Shake-up was a waste of the Wild Card Rule. Rawley just doesn't seem to be worth investing in.
· The Kabuki Warriors vs. Mandy Rose and Sonya Deville: To be completely honest with you, this "Low Point" is more attributed to the new team name for Asuka and Kairi Sane than the match itself. I find it to be almost as awful as The Viking Raiders/Experience. It didn't help that the focus was mostly on Rose and Deville teasing tension (again) as opposed to Asuka and Sane continuing to build momentum with another win.
· Wild Card Rule: This will probably be a permanent "Low Point" until it's either improved or is abolished all together. If the ratings get better because of the Wild Card Rule, that's wonderful, but the creative direction of the shows will suffer no matter who is appearing on what brand. I hated the idea of it from the moment it was announced, but at least it made for some fresh matches last week. Unfortunately, that wasn't the case this week, as a lot of the same faces switched shows. It's a poorly thought-out concept that doesn't benefit anyone. Ideally, Vince McMahon will get bored of it in a month and move on, but in the meantime, Raw and SmackDown will have to work hard to regain my attention. Seeing Superstars twice in one week isn't the answer, though.
