Week of May 19, 2018
Match of the Week: AJ Styles vs. Shinsuke Nakamura - SmackDown Live, May 15
First and foremost, I found it insanely stupid that in order for them to determine the stipulation for their WWE Championship match at Money in the Bank, AJ Styles and Shinsuke Nakamura had to first face off on SmackDown Live. Fans are already growing tired of this feud, but on the bright side, their SmackDown match might have been their best bout yet. Nakamura is really firing on all cylinders at the moment as a heel while Styles had a phenomenal showing per usual. Ultimately, Nakamura outsmarted Styles to secure the victory. What will he choose for a stipulation?
Superstar of the Week: Andrade "Cien" Almas
Few main roster debuts have been as anticipated than Andrade "Cien" Almas', who rose in the ranks in NXT and reigned as NXT Champion for a number of months. He was on quite the roll on the black-and-yellow brand with Zelina Vega by his side, and thus it's encouraging to see that he'll be building upon that momentum now that he has arrived on SmackDown Live. His Tuesday night debut went off without a hitch this past week as he made quick work of Jake Constantino and put the entire locker room on notice. After all, they call him "El Idolo" for a reason.
Show of the Week: WWE SmackDown Live, May 15
WWE is in a weird spot right now in that there isn't a pay-per-view for another month, but at least the build for Money in the Bank is underway and most of the card is set in stone. Unfortunately, Raw felt phoned in this week due to being taped in advance in the United Kingdom. Although SmackDown Live also emanated from across the pond, the two hours flew by far quicker and it was a much more enjoyable episode overall. In addition to the above-average main event, multiple new Ladder match contestants were confirmed and Andrade "Cien" Almas debuted.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Kevin Owens vs. Bobby Lashley vs. Elias: You had to know Owens was winning this thing as soon as he replaced Jinder Mahal, but it was a quality main event for Raw, nonetheless. The in-ring action was entertaining and the right guy went over. I'm a big proponent of Elias, but Owens makes more sense to be in the Money in the Bank Ladder match. As for Lashley, it's amazing that all it took was one month for fans to turn on him. Of course, that awkward sit-down interview from last week did him no favors. I'll talk more about this in the "Low Points" column, but at least he was protected in defeat via the Sami Zayn interference.
· Braun Strowman and Finn Balor vs. Dolph Ziggler and Drew McIntyre: I understand both Balor and Strowman will be a part of the men's Ladder match next month, but it would have been cool if they were interviewed together backstage before the bout. This was one of the better matches on this week's Raw, though, and I was happy the heels went over considering they're the regular tandem. McIntyre especially stood out like a star and I'm excited for an eventual clash between him and Strowman.
· The New Day vs. Sheamus and Cesaro: While the feud itself hasn't done a ton for me, these two teams always deliver when they're up against each other and this was another enjoyable outing from them. It helped that something was at stake and either tandem realistically could have won. New Day emerging victorious is interesting because I genuinely have no clue who will end up competing in the Ladder match. More importantly, it could lead to the dissolution of New Day before long if they aren't on the same page regarding who will receive that opportunity.
· Tyler Bate vs. TJP vs. Kalisto vs. Kenny Williams: While no storylines were furthered on this week's edition of 205 Live, it was a fun hour of wrestling featuring two great matches. The Fatal 4-Way opener was an absolute blast where everyone shined at one point or another and the crowd was into everything they did. Bate has been on a bit of a losing streak in WWE lately, so it was refreshing to see him have his hand raised for one. This was a nice change of pace from 205 Live.
· Pete Dunne, Danny Burch and Oney Lorcan vs. Undisputed Era: I get the feeling some fans were sleeping on this match going into this week's NXT because Burch and Lorcan have been established as an enhancement team in the past, but this blew my expectations out of the water in being a stellar six-man tag team matchup. Everyone involved had spectacular showings and the frantic pace kept the crowd on their feet the entire time. Better yet, it appears we might be on the verge of a Burch and Lorcan vs. Kyle O'Reilly and Roderick Strong NXT Tag Team Championship match at TakeOver: Chicago based off the finish to this, and that could be nothing short of outstanding.
This Week's Low Points
· Sami Zayn promo: It should be noted that Zayn's actual mic work in this segment was excellent. He has truly come into his own as a heel and has excelled in turning crowds against him. However, it's difficult to get excited about a potential program between Bobby Lashley and Zayn when it's being built around Lashley's sisters. Yes, Zayn said he's inviting Lashley's sisters to Raw next week to expose Lashley for the fraud he is. That has disaster written all over it, but I remain hopeful that WWE is aware Lashley is more comfortable in the heel role and will turn him sooner rather than later. Then again, this is WWE we're talking about, so who knows?
· Roman Reigns and Jinder Mahal: It's scary to think that WWE is of the mindset that putting Reigns against Mahal will cause fans to side with Reigns, which couldn't be any farther from the truth. That was evident when the London crowd cheered Mahal on Monday night, especially when Reigns acted like a sore loser and ambushed him backstage. Needless to say, this program won't have the effect WWE believes it will, and I fear that the match will be a catastrophe. I'm also not a fan of this being positioned as the top feud on Raw.
· Natalya, Sasha Banks and Ember Moon vs. The Riott Squad: From an in-ring standpoint, this was a perfectly fine match and they made decent use of the time they were allotted, but it was painfully apparent that this was designed to serve as filler and nothing more. Meanwhile, Banks and Bayley interacted backstage without interfering in each other's matches. I'm all for a slow-burn heel turn, but WWE is slowly killing off any interest fans had in their rivalry. I assume they'll reunite to take on The Riott Squad soon, but I'm not sure why if The Riott Squad lost clean here.
· Becky Lynch vs. Mandy Rose vs. Sonya Deville: It was about damn time Lynch picked up a meaningful victory and I'd love to see her as Ms. Money in the Bank. Rose and Deville aren't yet ready for that type of spotlight yet, which was fairly obvious during this match. They didn't have terrible showings by any means, but they were off on certain spots and it was simply their inexperience being on display. That said, I have faith they can be big stars in the women's division eventually.
· Random title shots: I was thrilled when it was announced that qualifying matches would be held for the stars of SmackDown Live and Raw. It bothers me when certain Superstars are put in matches they don't deserve to be a part of, which is why it's annoying Ronda Rousey and Asuka are getting title shots for no real reason. In Asuka's case, she has mostly been an afterthought on SmackDown since being moved over to the blue and should have had a No. 1 Contender's match to earn it. For Rousey, WWE is risking ruining her babyface appeal by rushing her into a title shot she isn't ready for. I'm sure both bouts will be solid, but some storyline explanation (as well as a little effort) can go a long way.
