Week of May 21, 2016
Match of the Week: Sami Zayn and Kevin Owens vs. The Miz and Cesaro - Raw, May 16
Did you ever think you would see Sami Zayn and Kevin Owens on the same side of the squared circle? I certainly didn't. Okay, maybe eventually down the road (all good friends who part ways reunite at some point), but not in the midst of their ruthless rivalry. Originally, Zayn was set to do battle with Cesaro in one-on-one competition, but due to interference from Owens and The Miz, the match was changed to a tag team affair. But not just any tag team affair: Zayn and Owens were forced to team up! Despite their differences, they still managed to gel as a cohesive unit, or at least cohesive enough to best the duo of Cesaro and Miz and score the victory. It was an entertaining dynamic that only furthered the momentum this incredibly fun Fatal 4-Way feud over the Intercontinental Championship has had going in recent weeks. 

Superstar of the Week: Dana Brooke
Last week, I praised the main roster call-up of Dana Brooke. She was a logical puzzle piece in the ongoing angle between Emma and Becky Lynch and it seemed Sasha Banks was about to enter the mix as well. Sadly, Emma suffered a back injury last weekend and had to undergo surgery, leaving Brooke without an ally for the time being. Although her wrestling ability improved during her stint in NXT, she wasn't a strong enough worker to warrant flying solo. Thus, I worry for her without Emma. That said, her singles career is already off to a strong start with a win over Becky Lynch on Raw. The bout didn't blow me away by any means, and Brooke still has a ways to go in the ring, but it was imperative she was booked to look like a legitimate threat from the get-go. She followed that up by beating Paige days later on SmackDown. 

Show of the Week: WWE NXT, May 18
With less than a week to go until Extreme Rules, I had high hopes for Monday Night Raw, but it ultimately left something to be desired. The first hour was actually excellent, but it was unfortunately all downhill from there. Several matches were made official for the pending pay-per-view and there was plenty of hype for the event, but there were far too many forgettable matchups for it to be considered a successful go-home show. Arguably, SmackDown did a much more effective job of getting me in the mood for Extreme Rules on Sunday, but even the blue brand didn't earn the award for "Show of the Week" this past week. That undoubtedly has to go to NXT for an all-around enjoyable episode on Wednesday. With TakeOver looming large, the competitors of NXT produced a quality show capped off by a solid women's main event. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· WWE Women's Championship match contract signing: I contemplated putting this in the "Low Points" column because I honestly didn't think the segment was all it could have been, but I'm extremely appreciative of how WWE switched up the tired formula of the show by putting the women in the main event slot over the WWE World Heavyweight Championship match participants and even Dean Ambrose and Chris Jericho. It was a refreshing change of pace. Natalya fumbled her lines a bit, but Charlotte stole the segment with her exceptional work on the microphone. She has certainly been the gem of the women's division as of late as its lead heel.
· Dean Ambrose and Chris Jericho: I've seen mixed reviews regarding this feud in recent weeks, but I, for one, have thoroughly enjoyed every second of it. Each of their segments this past week were strong and were successful in getting me excited for their upcoming encounter. Speaking of which, the Asylum match could very well end up being as dumb as it sounds. But if there are any two competitors who could make it work, it's them. It looks cool visually, but it's all about the execution. Let's reserve judgement until after Sunday.
· Cesaro vs. Kevin Owens: Although it's a match we've seen multiple times before, I'll take Cesaro vs. Owens over an episode of 'Miz TV' any day of the week. They definitely didn't disappoint either, delivering a very well-paced matchup filled with entertaining action. The Miz and Sami Zayn were also a treat to listen to on commentary. The WWE World Heavyweight Championship picture has had my interest, but I'd be lying if I said I was looking forward to Roman Reigns vs. AJ Styles at Extreme Rules more than I am the Intercontinental Championship Fatal 4-Way, which has the potential to be the best bout of the night.
· Bayley vs. Nia Jax: For whatever reason, I wasn't a huge fan of the match Bayley and Jax had in London back in December. That said, I thought their rematch in the main event of NXT this week was a vast improvement. Jax can be carried to a solid match with the right opponent and Bayley continues to capture the hearts and minds of the audience. It will be interesting to see whether Jax gets added to the title match at TakeOver.
· Austin Aries and Shinsuke Nakamura vs. Blake and Murphy: Was anyone else expecting Bobby Roode to debut as Aries' partner? I must not have been the only one because there was a brief "Bobby Roode" chant before Shinsuke Nakamura made his entrance. Speaking of whom, he was an excellent choice to team with Aries and they had a wonderful showcase against the former NXT Tag Team Champions. An on-and-off alliance between them would be nice, but a singles match at TakeOver would be even better. As for Alexa Bliss, Blake and Murphy going their separate ways, it was long overdue. Blake and Murphy peaked with their tag title reign and Bliss is bound for future success on her own as NXT Women's Champion.
This Week's Low Points
· The Usos vs. Luke Gallows and Karl Anderson: The problem with the countless encounters between these two tandems is not match quality. It isn't even that we've seen them face off multiple times in the matter of a few weeks, though that doesn't help. In fact, I look forward to their Tornado tag team match at Extreme Rules. The issue is that Gallows and Anderson are losing too decisively, too often. Why have them lose to The Usos in clean fashion? They arrived on the main roster over a month ago and they've already been relegated to the level of The Usos, if not lower. What happened to the buzz surrounding them? WWE needs to start protecting them more than they are.
· Kalisto vs. Alberto Del Rio: It was bad enough that Kalisto and Del Rio rekindled their rivalry following the million matches they contested earlier this year, but then Del Rio won for no apparent reason. I'm all for Rusev getting his heat back and I'm glad he did by beating up Sin Cara at ringside, but Kalisto taking yet another unnecessary loss was beyond asinine. I like Kalisto and really want to invest in him as champion, but he is without a doubt one of the worst booked champions in recent history. Perhaps the resurrection of the title comes with a Rusev win.
· Golden Truth vs. Breeze-Ango: I was in complete disbelief that WWE devoted five minutes of television time to a video package recapping the worst angle we've had since Dolph Ziggler vs. Rusev concluded. Then again, they've spent the last five months building to this point, so I suppose I shouldn't have been shocked. The match itself was total throwaway and a waste of time, especially on the go-home show before Extreme Rules. Here's hoping they won't be involved in the event in any way. On the bright side, Tyler Breeze and Fandango won, but I assume it's only inevitable before the babyfaces get their win back.
· Big Cass vs. D-Von Dudley: Well, this was random. I realize Big Cass has been feuding with The Dudley Boyz off and on for the past month or so, but the match barely lasted a minute before Cass beat D-Von. The result was what it should have been, but Cass is on the verge of floundering if WWE can't find a more sustainable direction for him. How long before Enzo Amore makes his anticipated return from injury?
· The Shining Stars debut: It was sad to hear Primo and Epico make their entrance to silence, yet not surprising. The gimmick has no legs because I'm not sure what's worth booing about it. They're basically telling viewers to take a vacation. All right, what's so evil about that? There's no denying that Primo and Epico are awesome athletes and they were able to showcase their skills in their quick squash match, but they're going to die a death (if they haven't already) if they continue along the path they're currently on. As I've said from the start, at least it isn't Los Matadores. This may be a poor repackaging of the former WWE Tag Team Champions, but the Puerto-Ricans-pretending-to-be-Spaniards shtick was far worse.
