Week of May 23, 2015
Match of the Week: Seth Rollins vs. Randy Orton vs. Roman Reigns vs. Dean Ambrose - Payback, May 17
From WWE Payback to Monday Night Raw to NXT TakeOver: Unstoppable, there was plenty of excellent in-ring action to be found this week, and while there are several candidates for Match of the Week, I've decided to settle on the Fatal 4-Way WWE World Heavyweight Championship match from Payback. Being a huge fan of The Shield, perhaps it was their involvement in this match that won me over, but I absolutely loved the storytelling this match had to offer. The story going into the match was that Seth Rollins up against all odds and his championship was in jeopardy against three of his biggest rivals: Randy Orton, Roman Reigns and Dean Ambrose. The match wasn't anything overly special in the early goings, but down the stretch, chaos ensued and all hell broke loose. Needless to say, the biggest highlight was the anticipated (albeit short-lived) reunion of The Shield. It made for an awesome moment and gave fans a little teaser of what to expect down the road. Rollins emerging victorious was predictable, but it was also the right result. Kudos to those four men. 

Superstar of the Week: Kevin Owens
Kevin Owens is an absolute star, but you probably already knew that. If you didn't, shame on you! Secondly, you now know that after his unexpected debut on Raw this week. I haven't strayed away from saying that John Cena's U.S. Open has undoubtedly been my favorite part of raw each and every week, and never was that more evident than it was on Monday. Only 24 hours removed from his brutal battle against Rusev at Payback, Cena had his open challenge answered by none other than the NXT Champion himself, Kevin Owens. However, instead of going one-on-one with Cena in the ring, he sparred with him a bit on the mic before laying out The Champ! It was such a surreal main roster debut for Owens that made him a force to be reckoned with on day one. It was only two days later he retained his NXT title at NXT TakeOver: Unstoppable. 

Show of the Week: NXT TakeOver: Unstoppable, May 20
What a week in wrestling it has been. Anyone who says WWE is in a "poor state" at the moment obviously hasn't been watching the product lately. Granted, it isn't and never will be the Attitude Era, but I can honestly say that WWE TV has been more entertaining on a consistent basis since WrestleMania 31 than at any other point in recent years. The hot week kicked out with an above average Payback pay-per-view on Sunday night that featured many a matches that can be placed on the list of the best bouts of the year. The next night, we were treated to an excellent episode of Raw that featured plenty of memorable moments, enjoyable in-ring action and build for the pending Elimination Chamber pay-per-view. But at the end of the day, the award for the Show of the Week has to go to NXT TakeOver: Unstoppable. These NXT live specials never cease to entertain me and Wednesday's show kept the strong streak alive. The undercard being solid, the women stole the night, and Samoa Joe made his WWE debut! What else could one ask for? 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· The New Day vs. Cesaro Tyson Kidd: After their instant classic at Extreme Rules, you had to know we were in for another awesome matchup between these two teams at Payback, especially given that it was contested under 2-out-of-3 Falls rules. The first fall was slightly rushed for my liking, but everything that followed was fantastic. It was what tag team wrestling should be and all four guys (as well as Xavier Woods at ringside) deserve credit for stealing the show yet again. Their rematch the next night on Raw wasn't as good, but still enjoyable. It felt unnecessary considering Kidd and Cesaro will be in the tWWE Tag Team Title Elimination Chamber, but I have no complaints.
· Kevin Owens debut: I was shocked to see Owens accept John Cena's open challenge and everything about his arrival was perfect. I couldn't have been happier that they saved the match for a later date (as we later found out, Elimination Chamber) because having Cena hand Owens his first loss here would have been disastrous. Owen's promo was excellent and having him lay out Cena his first night in sent a message that he's something special. The outcome of their match at Elimination Chamber concerns me, but we'll cross that bridge when we get to it. So far, though, Owens has been booked like a star he is in WWE. 
· Dean Ambrose vs. Bray Wyatt: How is it that these two have much better matches together when there isn't a stipulation attached to it? I thoroughly enjoyed both of their bouts this week, and I really liked how their rematch on SmackDown didn't feel like an exact repeat of their encounter on Raw. Wyatt and Ambrose need to continue building momentum, so it was wise to protect both guys in their respective losses. It also appears we've on the verge of getting Wyatt vs. Roman Reigns if Reigns' interference in the SmackDown match was any indication.
· Samoa Joe debuts: I honestly never thought I would see the day, but at long last, Samoa Joe is in WWE! I was genuinely shocked by his arrival at the end of NXT TakeOver as I figured he wouldn't debut (if he was going to debut at all) for a few more months. His face-to-face confrontation with Kevin Owens was surreal. His debut couldn't come at a better time, either, with Sami Zayn and Hideo Itami being out with injuries for the foreseeable future. Him keeping his own name is also encouraging.
· Sasha Banks vs. Becky Lynch: Every NXT live special since February 2014 has featured a phenomenal women's match and Wednesday's Unstoppable event was no exception. The storytelling was so simple yet sensational with Banks targeting the injured arm of Lynch throughout the match. The crowd was invested in the action and it was further proof that the women could main event a wrestling show and not feel out of place if it's done the right way. It's amazing how far Lynch has come in the last nine months. She's always been an excellent worker, but it wasn't until just recently that she started to show some character development, leading to this exceptional contest.
· Finn Balor vs. Tyler Breeze: Considering this was originally scheduled to be a Triple Threat No. 1 Contender's match with Hideo Itami involved, I commend them for adapting and having a highly entertaining match regardless. Don't let Breeze's goofy gimmick fool you: he's an outstanding performer when the bell rings. And you clearly don't need me to tell you just how much of a spectacle Balor is. A great way of kicking off Unstoppable.
This Week's Low Points
· R-Truth vs. Stardust: I hated this match the first time it was done one month ago, so you can only imagine how much I hate it six times later. Truth can still be counted on for a decent match, but I understand WWE's logic of giving him wins over credible competitors because he nor they benefit from it. It's wasteful more than anything else and makes me even less of a fan of his (not that I was to begin with). And then there's Stardust. I apologize for sounding like a broken record, but it boggles my mind that WWE doesn't know how to properly utilize this guy. Two losses to Truth? Come on. I hope these losses lead to him becoming Cody Rhodes again, but I'm not holding my breath.
· Curtis Axel and Macho Mandow vs. The Ascension: It's hilarious how the Payback pay-per-view was so great yet the Kickoff show was deplorable for the aforementioned Stardust vs. R-Truth match and for this waste of a contest. I will say that I got a kick out of Axel coming out in the full Hulk Hogan get-up, and Sandow was dedicated to his role as well, but it was far too brief to mean anything. Worse yet, The Ascension (the team that hasn't won a match in months) picked up the victory! I guess WWE's logic is that The Ascension will be in the Elimination Chamber and the other duo won't be, but it was still depressing.
· King Barrett vs. Neville: I liked they matches they had at Payback and Raw, but this "low point" applies specifically to their match at Payback. It happened so late in the show that the crowd sat on their hands for most of it, but the problem I had with it was the count-out finish. I realize their blew off the feud the next night on Raw, but shouldn't it be the other way around? I've never been a fan of doing non-finishes on pay-per-view, but this seemed to be especially pointless given Neville took out Barrett afterward, anyway.
· Rusev and Lana split: I'll start off by saying that I loved the way they went about the split on Raw with Rusev going off on Lana in the middle of the ring only for Lana to tease a relationship with the playboy Dolph Ziggler later in the show. That said, I have my fingers crossed that this is all a ruse on Rusev's part because he won't survive on his own. He was already damaged by the three consecutive losses to John Cena, and an additional loss to Ziggler in this feud will kill any credibility he had left.
· Nikki Bella vs. Naomi: So much for "Give Divas a Chance," huh? The tag team match at Payback was decent and the talking segment on SmackDown was actually pretty good, but the Divas Championship match on Raw was surprisingly mediocre. Nikki and Naomi did well for themselves, but the crowd couldn't have been more bored by the bout. It's a shame because they both (as well as the rest of the division) have so much to offer, but they aren't given much television time to further their storylines. The disqualification ending to their match was also rather weak since the WWE Tag Team Championship match had a similar finish earlier in the evening.
· Baron Corbin vs. Rhyno: This wasn't a terrible match by any means, but on a card filled with good to great matches, this was obviously the worst of the bunch. I will say it was easily the best outing of Corbin's career, though that isn't saying much given he's had nothing but squash matches his whole NXT tenure. It looks like this wasn't the end of the feud, so we might have to suffer through a few more matches, unfortunately.
