Week of May 25, 2019
Match of the Week: Seth Rollins vs. AJ Styles: Universal Championship Match - Money in the Bank, May 19
Everyone had high expectations for the Universal Championship clash between Seth Rollins and AJ Styles at Money in the Bank, and sure enough, they did not disappoint. I was curious how they'd be able to live up to the lofty hype, but after easing viewers into their anticipated outing, they went all out in the second half and had fans on the edge of their seats. Between the cool counters and the incredible suspense with each nearfall, I loved every second of this. Styles losing clean was slightly surprising, but here's hoping we haven't seen the last of these two against each other.
Superstar of the Week: Bayley
Bayley has been horribly booked for the better part of her main roster run, which is why it was so great to see her finally get her moment at Money in the Bank. Following her victory in the women's Money in the Bank Ladder match, she wasted no time in cashing in the contract on Charlotte Flair later that night to become the brand new SmackDown Women's Champion. SmackDown Live's women's division will be better off with her at the helm, as seen on Tuesday night when she and Becky Lynch knocked off Flair and Lacey Evans in tag team action. Who will be first to challenge her?
Show of the Week: WWE NXT, May 22
As much as I enjoyed Money in the Bank on the whole (especially being there live), I don't think there can be much debate that NXT was a stronger show, not to mention how it didn't leave as many people unsatisfied as Money in the Bank did. In fact, it had the opposite effect, as it ended up getting me more excited for TakeOver: XXV than I already was. In addition to an excellent tag team main event, there was plenty of build for the upcoming special as well as a fun showcase for Mansoor. The card for TakeOver appears to be complete and I can't wait to be there in attendance.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Money in the Bank Ladder matches: Both of these bouts were exceptional, so I decided to include them in one paragraph. The women put forth a hell of an effort and their match kicked off the show on a high note. The men's matchup was equally entertaining and it felt like they took bigger risks than usual. Every one of those guys put their bodies through hell. It was shaping up to be one of the best Money in the Banks Ladder matches ever until Brock Lesnar emerged to steal the briefcase. That outcome angered a lot of people and I don't blame them one bit, but I'm willing to see where it goes before I cast judgement.
· The Usos vs. The Revival: Finally, a real wrestling match between two tremendously talented teams. This feud has been a bust thus far because of how WWE would rather play pranks on The Revival than book them to look like threats, but I'm hopeful that they can turn things around after this outing. It's amazing what can happen when WWE actually allows them to do their thing and rip it up against each other. The Revival winning was the right call because it keeps the feud alive and gives The Usos a reason to want a rematch.
· 24/7 Championship: I've seen people praise the new 24/7 Championship, and I've seen people crap on the concept. Personally, I love the idea of a title that can be defended at any time anywhere. Of course, that was what made the Hardcore Championship so fun in the Attitude Era. Yes, it was eventually done away with, but it was a blast while it lasted and I think this can capture some of that same magic if done properly. If nothing else, it gives those undercard competitors something to do instead of sitting in catering during Raw and SmackDown Live every week.
· Ali vs. Andrade: Both of these guys would have made for a better Mr. Money in the Bank than Lesnar, but I digress. Their latest one-on-one encounter on SmackDown was very well-wrestled while it lasted, but I'm waiting for the day they're given a ton of time so they can go all out. With Andrade set to challenge for the Intercontinental Championship at Super ShowDown, Ali winning this was slightly surprising.
· Akira Tozawa vs. Ariya Daivari vs. The Brian Kendrick vs. Mike Kanellis vs. Oney Lorcan: Is it just me or does it feel like 205 Live holds multi-man matches at least once a month? Nevertheless, there was a lot to like about this Fatal 5-Way. Daivari just challenged WWE Cruiserweight Champion Tony Nese at Money in the Bank, Tozawa and Kanellis are fresh off their feud, Tozawa and Kendrick are allies, and Lorcan is an absolute machine. This was perfectly paced and all five competitors had their chance to shine at one point or another. Tozawa has already gone for the title twice this year (losing both times against Buddy Murphy), and while I assume his upcoming clash with Nese will be no different, they're bound to make magic with each other.
· Johnny Gargano and Matt Riddle vs. Undisputed Era: All of these guys will be involved in separate matches at TakeOver: XXV, yet this worked so well because Gargano and Riddle have been feuding with the faction for weeks. The action was exciting and the fans ate up everything they did. It was also smart to have the heels go over because it gave Kyle O'Reilly and Bobby Fish a much-needed win.
This Week's Low Points
· Roman Reigns vs. Elias: Aside from getting Reigns on the card, there was zero reason for these to face off at Money in the Bank. Honestly, he would have been better off competing in the Money in the Bank Ladder match, because this whole "feud" (if you can even call it that) has been one giant waste of time for everyone involved. I wasn't looking forward to their pay-per-view match, so it was for the best that it was kept short and sweet. However, their rematch on SmackDown Live two days later served no purpose if the outcome was going to be exactly the same. Reigns vs. Shane McMahon won't be much better.
· Shane McMahon vs. The Miz: Speaking of Shane, I am beyond ready for his rivalry with Miz to end. I was fine with them having a rematch at Money in the Bank so Miz could avenge his loss to Shane from WrestleMania, but that didn't happen, making Miz look like an even bigger loser than he was before. Worse yet, their clash inside the steel cage was mediocre at best. They told a logical story with Shane trying to avoid Miz at every turn, but I have no interest in seeing Shane in the ring at this stage of his career.
· Daniel Bryan and Rowan vs. The Usos: From an in-ring standpoint, this was a well-wrestled match, but Bryan and Rowan previously beat The Usos to win the SmackDown Tag Team Championship in the first place, so there was no reason for this. Plus, the two tandems are on opposite brands and probably won't be feuding going forward, so this felt like filler. It made even less sense to have The Usos beat the champs if it wasn't going to lead to them getting a shot at the straps. Perhaps they will next week, but I thought it was odd that their victory wasn't acknowledged at all this week.
· Seth Rollins and Kofi Kingston vs. Baron Corbin and Bobby Lashley: I liked Brock Lesnar teasing that he'd cash in his Money in the Bank briefcase after the Raw main event because it made for a good hook on this show, but the match itself wasn't anything special. There's no excitement over the Universal and WWE Champions teaming up at this point, not to mention how the Corbin and Lashley alliance is the definition of dull.
· Becky Lynch, Nikki Cross and Alexa Bliss vs. Lacey Evans and The IIconics: I have no clue what Bliss' situation is at the moment, but I'm all for her and Cross becoming a tag team long-term if it leads to more wins for Cross like this one. Granted, she didn't pick up the victory for her team, but I still enjoyed the hell out of their interactions and Bliss taking credit despite never once tagging in. Unfortunately, the rest of this match was painfully average and the WWE Women's Tag Team Champions means next to nothing. The IIconics have been losing just as frequently with the titles as they were without them, which begs the question of why the company bothered to put the belts on the duo if they had no interest in pushing them as a threat.
· Dolph Ziggler returns: Props to Ziggler for delivering passionate promo on SmackDown Live and making me want to get invested in the renewal of his rivalry with Kofi Kingston, but it just feels too random to me. I realize WWE didn't have many other choices with Kevin Owens pulling out of Super ShowDown, but Ziggler hasn't been seen on WWE TV in months. Now we're supposed to take him seriously as a threat to the top title?
