Week of May 26, 2018
Match of the Week: Daniel Bryan vs. Jeff Hardy - SmackDown Live, May 22
Once again, SmackDown Live delivered an above-average main event that had me on the edge of my seat the entire time. The crowd didn't have any incentive to cheer one guy over in this first-time-ever encounter between Daniel Bryan and Jeff Hardy, but they were engaged in the entertaining action, nonetheless. I liked Bryan forcing Hardy to tap out because it adds yet another believable finisher to Bryan's arsenal. Furthermore, the idea of a Bryan vs. Samoa Joe Money in the Bank qualifier next week is extremely exciting. Here's hoping they're allowed to go all out.
Superstar of the Week: Johnny Gargano
After a month away from NXT TV, Johnny Gargano made his much-anticipated return to the black-and-yellow brand on Wednesday night to address his future inside the squared circle. Of course, it was never in doubt that he would stick around to target Tommaso Ciampa, but everyone in the audience acted as if they thought he would walk away. He went from being somber one moment to being fired up the next, only to regret not heeding Candice LeRae's advice when she got caught in the crossfire. Gargano is undoubtedly the best babyface in wrestling today.
Show of the Week: WWE SmackDown Live, May 22
I don't know what the heck is going on with Raw at the moment, but Team Red was doing an exemplary job of making the most of the three hour format before WrestleMania 34. Now, the shows drag beyond belief and this week's edition was no exception. On the bright side, SmackDown continues to fire on all cylinders en route to Money in the Bank. In addition to more matches being confirmed for the card on Tuesday night, we were treated to a handful of enjoyable matches. Most importantly, the two hours flew by, so SmackDown succeeded where Raw failed.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Roman Reigns and Seth Rollins vs. Kevin Owens and Jinder Mahal: Regardless of what your thoughts are on Reigns being miscast as a babyface and how his current feud with Mahal is destined to backfire, you have to admit that this was an enjoyable tag team match. Reigns and Rollins always work well with Owens, and Mahal managed to hold his own as well. If nothing else, this killed a good chunk of television time and helped fill the first hour of Raw. The babyfaces emerged victorious, sure, but Mahal had the last laugh by attacking Reigns and Rollins afterward, setting up Rollins vs. Mahal for next week.
· Nia Jax and Ronda Rousey contract signing: In all honesty, I didn't have high hopes for this whatsoever, if only because neither of these women are the greatest talkers. That said, Stephanie McMahon played her role to perfection here by attempting to stir the pot between them and build tension. As a result, Jax and Rousey showed fire and intensity for a change and it made for a rock solid segment. At this point, I have my fingers crossed they can also exceed expectations when they do battle at Money in the Bank.
· Braun Strowman vs. Finn Balor: While there was no real reason for these two to be fighting aside from how they'll both be a part of next month's men's Money in the Bank Ladder match, this was a fun main event for Raw. The crowd was behind Balor as much as they were behind Strowman and the layout of the bout was well done with Balor fighting from underneath. He came close to scoring the victory on a few occasions down the stretch, but to no avail. After such a lackluster edition of Raw, this was competitive contest a nice way to cap off the evening.
· Shinsuke Nakamura attacks AJ Styles: I haven't been enamored with every talking segment Styles and Nakamura have had during the course of their feud, but this was great. Not only did Nakamura look like a badass for laying out the WWE Champion in brutal fashion, he announced they will fight in a Last Man Standing match at Money in the Bank. As long as it doesn't end in an anticlimactic draw, I'm up for it. If anyone can make this type of matchup exciting, it's them.
· Akira Tozawa vs. Hideo Itami: This feud has flown under the radar on 205 Live in recent weeks, but I've been digging it so far. They had decent chemistry as a team, but this heel version of Itami is what I've been waiting for since he arrived on 205 Live. He seems so much more comfortable in that role than as a babyface, and above all else, this turn should give him the boost of momentum he has desperately needed for a while. Having him win in clean fashion against Tozawa was definitely a step in the right direction, and of course the match itself was excellent. It took time for the crowd to get into it, but once they did, Tozawa and Itami put forth a strong effort. I expect this to be the first of many matches.
This Week's Low Points
· Sami Zayn presents Bobby Lashley's "sisters": If this doesn't win the award for worst WWE segment of 2018 at the end of the year, I'm afraid for what the rest of 2018 has in store for us in WWE. Seriously, this was absolutely atrocious and the company should be embarrassed to have produced such garbage on their television show. Perhaps the intent was for it to be bad, but the same could have been said for that This Is Your Life segment on Raw last year and yet that did plenty more to hurt Bayley than help her. Lashley is suffering a similar fate. It's amazing to me that it took all of one month for WWE to ruin any value he may have had.
· Baron Corbin vs. No Way Jose: I realize that the purpose of this match was for Corbin to get his win back over Jose from a few weeks ago, but it didn't make this any less of a waste of time. Jose is a perfectly fine undercard act, but fans have been given zero reason to care about him. As for Corbin, he has been heavily damaged this past year and needs a major overhaul of some sort in order to get back on track. I don't know if he is world champion material anymore, but a string of credible victories would serve him well.
· Natalya vs. Liv Morgan vs. Sarah Logan vs. Dana Brooke: This just might have been the weakest of all the Money in the Bank qualifying matches for the women on Raw up to this point. Everything felt jumbled and thrown together, as if they were doing certain spots simply because they could. It was far from terrible, mind you, but the predictable outcome with Natalya advancing to the Ladder match made it difficult for me to care about this contest. I surely hope the plan isn't for Natalya to retrieve the briefcase before cashing in the contract on Ronda Rousey later that night.
· Tag team divisions: What's up with WWE completely neglecting their tag team divisions all of a sudden? I know tag team wrestling has never been the biggest priority in this company, but it has hardly been featured on Raw and SmackDown Live lately. Hell, the Raw Tag Team Champions "Woken" Matt Hardy and Bray Wyatt were nowhere to be seen on Monday night! Plus, The Bludgeon Brothers have been off WWE TV for weeks. There is no excuse for this with so many hours of programming.
· Lana vs. Billie Kay: I don't consider this a major "Low Point" because it would have been way worse if it lasted longer than it did. However, I can't say I'm thrilled that Lana will be involved in the women's Money in in the Bank bout. It's cool she and her husband Rusev will be competing in separate Ladder matches that night, but she has no business being in a ring with ladders given how little she has improved since she started wrestling last year. As for The IIconics, their SmackDown run has been disappointing. Their matches aren't a problem as much as their character work is. They keep missing the mark with their promos, but maybe they will be better off and find success if they can work on that.
