Week of May 27, 2017
Match of the Week: Tyler Bate vs. Pete Dunne: WWE United Kingdom Championship Match - NXT TakeOver: Chicago, May 20
Although it's only May, we could have a new Match of the Year contender after NXT TakeOver: Chicago on Saturday night when Tyler Bate and Pete Dunne collided for the WWE United Kingdom Championship. They contested an excellent match in the U.K. title tournament earlier this year, but this bout exceeded all expectations in being absolutely incredible. At only 20-years-old, Bate is a phenomenal performer, while Dunne reeks of super stardom. They put together an instant classic that saw Dunne emerge victorious to become the second-ever U.K. Champion. 

Superstar of the Week: Shinsuke Nakamura
It was evident from the moment he arrived on SmackDown Live two days removed from WrestleMania 33 that Shinsuke Nakamura was destined for big things on the blue brand. The fact WWE held off on his in-ring debut until the Backlash pay-per-view was a sign officials intended to build around him as one of SmackDown's top talents, and he didn't disappoint in his premiere encounter against Dolph Ziggler. Their matchup was fairly competitive, but in the end, The King of Strong Style came out on top. He followed that up on Tuesday with a win in tag team action as well. 

Show of the Week: WWE NXT TakeOver: Chicago, May 20
All things considered, Backlash was a pretty good pay-per-view on Sunday night, which should come as no surprise considering SmackDown Live has yet to produce anything short of a solid show. However, nothing came close to topping NXT TakeOver: Chicago from the night prior. It was an excellent event from start to finish with every match on the card having something special to offer. As previously noted, Tyler Bate vs. Pete Dunne just might be the best bout in WWE so far in 2017, and Tomasso Ciampa turning on Johnny Gargano ended the event on a shocking note. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Authors of Pain vs. #DIY: I'm actually somewhat surprised there are a portion of fans who are still criticizing Authors of Pain as champions, if only because they've delivered in their last three TakeOver matches. Their Ladder match against #DIY at TakeOver: Chicago was no exception as these two teams have terrific chemistry together. There were a handful of crowd-pleasing spots and it was cool to see the twin titles showcased in the TakeOver main event for a a change. To top it all off, Tomasso Ciampa turning on Johnny Gargano was a cool twist that should lead to a hell of a rivalry between the two heading into the summer.
· Bobby Roode vs. Hideo Itami: Itami didn't show any signs of ring rust when he did battle with Roode at TakeOver, and as a result, the two had a great match against each other. Roode was infinitely more over than Itami, but the Chicago crowd warmed up to Itami down the stretch, especially after the various GTS teases. Roode winning clean was the right move since he should be the champion for the long haul. Meanwhile, I'd be interested to see Itami turn out of frustration in the near future since NXT needs heels right now.
· Kevin Owens vs. AJ Styles: From an in-ring standpoint, the only match from Backlash I thought was anything above-average was the United States Championship match. Then again, this is Owens and Styles we're talking about here, so I expected them to steal the show and they did. The best part is that the feud is set to continue and they were merely scratched the surface at Backlash in terms of what they are actually capable of together. Thus, the count-out finish didn't bother me at all because it kept the title on Owens and protected Styles in defeat.
· Dean Ambrose vs. Elias Sampson: Yes, I, too, can't believe that I am putting Sampson in the "Highlights" section, but I truly thought his Raw in-ring debut this week was well done. His work in NXT didn't light the world on fire, but he's been handled well on Raw so far and I've enjoyed his mysterious persona. He and Ambrose had a good match with a clever finish that allowed Sampson to pick up a victory and lay out Ambrose afterward while also further the Ambrose vs. Miz feud.
· Sami Zayn vs. Baron Corbin: I noted above that Owens vs. Styles was the only must-see match from Backlash in my mind, but Zayn and Corbin had an entertaining affair as well. The significant size difference worked to their benefit and both men had strong showings. The real reason why this match ended up in the "Highlights" section is because of how they followed up on it on Tuesday night's SmackDown Live where Zayn quickly beat Corbin before The Lone Wolf decimated his rival all around the arena. It was a brutal attack that made Corbin look like a total badass and Zayn a sympathetic figure. Does this mean Zayn is out of the Money in the Bank match?
· Akira Tozawa vs. The Brian Kendrick: 205 Live isn't incredibly exciting more often than not, but this week's Tozawa vs. Kendrick Street Fight main event is certainly worth seeing out. They made excellent use of the extreme environment and the crowd was invested in the action for a change. Hopefully this is the end of the line for this rivalry.
This Week's Low Points
· Naomi, Charlotte Flair and Becky Lynch vs. Natalya, Carmella and Tamina: I wasn't digging this feud even prior to the pay-per-view, yet I held out hope that they could contest a good enough six-woman tag team match to change my mind. Unfortunately, the bout wasn't anything special. It was a pretty standard match for the most part that could have happened on an episode of SmackDown Live. Worse yet, nothing was accomplished. Charlotte didn't tease tension with her teammates like I figured she would and Natalya beating Lynch was odd considering Carmella was the one racking up victories recently.
· Luke Harper vs. Erick Rowan: While it was cool for Harper and Rowan to land a spot on the pay-per-view, this was probably better off on the Kickoff show because the Chicago crowd couldn't have cared less about it. And who can possibly blame them? The former Wyatt Family stablemates had a match a few weeks back, which was won by Rowan, and then Rowan asked for a rematch because... uh, he wanted to wrestle at Backlash? That was never made clear. I find Rowan to be a lost cause, but Harper has plenty of potential that is going to waste.
· Alexa Bliss vs. Mickie James: Once again, I feel bad putting these two in the "Low Points" column because I know they're capable of so much more. I thought they worked well together originally, but after their last encounter fell flat, I'm not so sure anymore. Bliss isn't the greatest wrestler just yet, but she easily could have been carried to a competent contest by James. Sadly, James has yet to return to her former glory since coming back to the company. A lack of creative direction and character development have definitely been factors, and they were limited with such a short time window.
· Sasha Banks vs. Alicia Fox: I'm all for Banks staying busy until Bayley is free so she can finally turn heel and feud with her over the Raw Women's Championship, but this program with Fox hasn't interested me in the slightest. Their three matches have been way too brief to be anything of note, and the 50/50 booking isn't doing either of them any favors. It would be one thing if Fox continued to get the best of Banks week after week, but that just hasn't been the case.
· Jinder Mahal's championship celebration: Personally, I found Randy Orton vs. Mahal at Backlash to been quite boring up until the end, but it was decent enough that I didn't believe it was fair to include it in the "Low Points" section. However, his championship celebration on SmackDown Live didn't cement him as a star. The over-the-top coronation was great and he definitely dresses the part, but his promo left a lot to be desired. Haven't we already heard about how fans hate him because of how he looks? And no, the fact his voice was shot wasn't the reason why the promo didn't click. Truth be told, he is a mediocre talker, something he needs to improve upon as WWE Champion.
· Becky Lynch and Charlotte Flair vs. Natalya and Carmella: Similar to the Backlash bout, this match felt like it was designed to kill time before next week's No. 1 Contender's Fatal 5-Way match. If Lynch was going to score the win for her team here, what was the point of having her tap out two days earlier? No one benefits.
