Week of May 2, 2015
Match of the Week: Cesaro and Tyson Kidd vs. The New Day - Extreme Rules, April 26
I honestly can't remember the last time I had a WWE Tag Team Championship match as my "Match of the Week," which says a lot about what the state of the tag team division has been like and how it's slowly improving. How is it that one of the few standard, non-gimmick matches at Extreme Rules ultimately stole the show? WWE might have to rethink their approach to that pay-per-view. Anyway, I expected a well-wrestled match but nothing along the lines of what we got on Sunday. Cesaro and Tyson Kidd have been ripping it up since joining forces late last year and The New Day are finally in their element as heels. Put the two incredibly talented teams together and you have yourself one hell of a match. The excitement down the stretch was awesome with all the suspenseful near-falls and I was shocked to see The New Day win the gold. However, it's definitely for the best as it puts the newly turned team of Cesaro and Kidd in chase mode while putting even more heat on The New Day. I also enjoyed their SmackDown encounter, but this match was the better of the two. 

Superstar of the Week: Roman Reigns
Let's face it: fans have no reason to be booing Roman Reigns anymore. I'm not telling you not to boo him because you can boo who you want, but the whole reason he got backlash coming out of the Royal Rumble was because he wasn't ready for the main event spotlight, and it also didn't make sense storyline wise. Well, he lost at WrestleMania and has yet to win the WWE World Heavyweight Championship. Happy now? Besides, he's come a long way as an in-ring performer in the last few months. Look no further than his much-better-than-expected bout against Big Show at Extreme Rules. Or, his solid tag team outing the next night on Raw. Or, his victory over Kane on SmackDown. Personally, I might have held off on putting him back into the title picture so quickly, but when they do eventually put the belt on him, he will have deserved it. 

Show of the Week: WWE Extreme Rules, April 26
I've seen some mixed reviews on Extreme Rules, but personally, I was thoroughly entertained. That's not to say it was great, and it was going to be a tough task (okay, near impossible) to top the amazing WrestleMania 31 from the month prior, but I enjoyed it for what it was and thought it met or possibly even exceeded my expectations (depending on low your standards were, it might have been different for you). Every Extreme Rules event dating back to the pay-per-view's inception in 2009 has ranged from good to great, and this installment continued the strong streak of solid shows. I think the biggest takeaway from Extreme Rules was that while there were several very good things about it, there wasn't that one match or moment that you needed to see. As noted earlier, the WWE Tag Team Championship match was fantastic and even Roman Reigns and Big Show had a pleasantly surprising contest, and although everything was good, it wasn't must-see. Still, though, I'm liking the current direction of WWE and am excited to see where it leads. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Roman Reigns vs. Big Show: No, I also never thought I would ever put a Reigns vs. Show match in the "Highlights" column, but alas, they delivered a better match than any of us expected them to. Last Man Standing matches in general tend to be a bore, but the stipulation worked in their favor. I hope his puts an end to the stupid "Reigns can't wrestle" conversation. He's no Daniel Bryan in the ring, that's for sure, but he's come a long way since his return to the ring late last year, and this was his third consecutive outstanding pay-per-view performance. That said, I'll be content if these two never have another match with each other for as long as they live.
· Dolph Ziggler vs. Sheamus: As stupid as the stipulation was, you have to admit that the match itself was very good, and did you every anticipate anything less than that? These two have seemingly had a million matches in the past, but I loved their chemistry even more this time around with the roles reversed as Sheamus is far better as a heel than a face as we've come to learn. The back-and-forth bout was highly enjoyable and Ziggler winning as a pleasant surprise. This also may be the one time where I wasn't mad that WWE didn't deliver on a stipulation. Very well booked all around.
· King of the Ring tournament: At last! I've waited years (and that's no understatement) for the King of the Ring tournament to return, and words can't describe how much joy it brought me to hear at Extreme Rules that it was being brought back after nearly five years. Granted, they could have a lot more to make it mean something, especially after the last "King" totally flopped (I'm looking at you, Sheamus), but the tournament itself was quite good and I love Bad News Barrett winning the crown. Here's hoping this is the big break he very much deserves.
· Bray Wyatt attacks Ryback: After all the speculation, it looks like Ryback was the person Wyatt was targeting in his promos all along... or at least the person Creative decided it to be likely at the last second. I'm still of two minds on this one, but won't judge the feud until we see more of it. The program gives both guys something to do for the time being, but it needs to be handled properly. They can't have them trade wins, otherwise no one will benefit from it as we have seen with past Wyatt feuds.
· Dean Ambrose vs. Seth Rollins: This might be my favorite on-and-off feud in WWE right now, much like John Cena vs. CM Punk was when Punk was still around. I said this late last year, but to me, Ambrose vs. Rollins to me feels like the current incarnation of Triple H vs. Shawn Michaels in that they can go back to the feud at any point they want. Their matches are always fantastic and their encounter in the main event of SmackDown this week was no exception. Additionally, Rollins winning was perfect because he remains undefeated against Ambrose and it'll make that eventual win Ambrose gets over him mean even more.
This Week's Low Points
· John Cena vs. Rusev: First and foremost, all me to state that I enjoyed this match more than most. I thought it was significantly better than their WrestleMania outing and it was one of, if not the best Strap-like match I've ever seen. In retrospect, though, I don't get what purpose this was supposed to serve. Rusev was protected because he wasn't pinned, but what's the need for an "I Quit" rematch at Payback? An don't say it's because there's no one for Cena to face; there's plenty of fresh faces he can defend against. That loss for Rusev will do even more damage to him and potentially kill him off for good. Let's hope WWE has some sort of elaborate plan for all of this.
· R-Truth vs. Stardust: Please, I beg you to give me one good reason as to why R-Truth of all people was in the King of the Ring tournament. What about Erick Rowan instead? Or Damien Sandow? Or Jack Swagger? It would have been one thing to have him be in at all, but to have him advance by beating someone with promise in Stardust was pain inducing to watch. It hurt the credibility of the tournament because you knew he wasn't going to win. It's become apparent that the Stardust character has become a bust, and he may not have much more luck as Cody Rhodes, but it's worth a shot, don't you think?
· Fandango vs. Adam Rose: I was open to Fandango turning face a few weeks ago and loved the rabid reaction he got in England, but fast forward a few weeks later and I don't care anymore. The match with Rose on Raw was total throwaway and it's poison for Fandango to be feuding with someone the fans couldn't care less about. It's nice they're trying to tell a story with Rosa Mendes joining Rose after Fandango ditched her, but it wouldn't be as bad if they didn't do the same exact thing last year with Fandango, Summer Rae and Layla, which was also terrible.
· Damien Sandow: It really pains me to have to put Sandow in the "Low Points" column because I liked the first half of his promo on Raw when he gave the crowd a little background about himself, but it was all downhill after he started mocking Curtis Axel. That was fine, but then he did it on SmackDown and it became clear that it might be his gimmick. Sandow has a bright upside as a straight up singles competitor, but they're ruining him and his popularity with this mimicking crap. It needs to go.
· Roman Reigns vs. Kane: Granted, it was one of the better Kane matches I've seen in recent memory, but that's the only good thing I can say about it. From the way it randomly started to the odd ending, I didn't understand the match nor did I like it. We've seen it too many times in the last year for it to be anything decent and Reigns sadly couldn't get the same match out of Kane that he somehow got out of Big Show in their Last Man Standing match at Extreme Rules. Above all else, there is zero reason to protect Kane with a disqualification or count-out loss in 2015. I'm finding him more compelling by the week, but his pending face turn couldn't come fast enough.
