Week of May 2, 2020

Match of the Week:
Andrade vs. Apollo Crews (Raw, April 27)
This renewed push for Apollo Crews has been a breath of fresh air in recent weeks, especially for longtime fans of his who know what he's capable of. He had the chance to showcase his skills not once but twice on Monday's Raw, with his pinfall win over Andrade in the opener earning him an opportunity at the United States Championship later in the show. He and Andrade worked wonderfully together and there were a few points where I was convinced Crews had the match won. Unfortunately, an injury forced him to forfeit, but he had a stellar performance, nonetheless.
Superstar of the Week:
Candice LeRae
It's safe to say that a heel Candice LeRae is something I didn't know I wanted until we got it. She's always been a natural babyface, but after seeing her show off her "bad side" this week on NXT, I'm genuinely curious why NXT never bothered to turn her sooner (and I don't count that brief period in late 2018 because the turn was never made official). She brutalized Kacy Catanzaro on Wednesday night and looked terrific while doing so. That new curb stomp finisher of hers was just awesome as well. This dark version of LeRae has a lot of potential if NXT handles it the right way.
Show of the Week:
WWE NXT, April 29
Contrary to popular belief, I actually enjoyed this week's Raw, but I'd be lying if I said it was better than Wednesday's NXT. Simply put, it was a more complete show with better in-ring on the whole. The Interim NXT Cruiserweight Championship Tournament matches once again delivered, the NXT North American Championship main event was enjoyable, and Charlotte Flair vs. Mia Yim was a lot of fun. Plus, the hype for next week's stacked show was very well done. NXT seems to have finally found its rhythm in the empty arena environment, which is encouraging to see.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Drew McIntyre and Seth Rollins contract signing: I've been really digging this rivalry in recent weeks and I thought both men were great in this segment. Rollins believes all his own crap and it makes his cult leader-like character that much more better. McIntyre, on the other hand, was way more straightforward with his response and came across as genuine, which isn't something we normally see with babyfaces in WWE. I also liked how McIntyre wasn't outsmarted by Rollins and Murphy like a fool. This left me looking forward to their WWE Championship clash coming up at Money in the Bank.
· Apollo Crews, Aleister Black and Rey Mysterio vs. Andrade, Angel Garza and Austin Theory: It was obvious that this match lasted as long as it did in order to kill as much television time as possible, but I won't complain about getting a solid six-man tag team match. The babyfaces reigning supreme was the right call as they'll all be in Money in the Bank and Crews pinning Andrade was a pleasant surprise. I've praised Zelina Vega's trio before, but they desperately need some wins. It feels like they've lost a lot lately.
· Daniel Bryan vs. King Corbin: Too much of Corbin usually isn't a good thing, but the match he and Bryan had was entertaining enough that I didn't mind. I don't recall them ever going one-on-one before, so I'd love to see them in a full-fledged feud together eventually. I wasn't a big fan of the non-finish, but I understood that WWE wants to protect them both heading into Money in the Bank, not to mention how it set the stage for next week's six-man tag team match. I assume Otis will be Bryan and Drew Gulak's mystery partner.
· Keith Lee vs. Damian Priest: These big-man matches are unfortunately suffering due to the lack of live crowds, but other than that, this was a top-notch main event for NXT. Priest has come a long way since he debuted last year and is putting together a strong resume of matches for himself. As for Lee, he continues to deliver with everyone he steps in the ring with. If I had to take a guess for who will be next to challenge Lee, I'd assume it'd be Johnny Gargano or Karrion Kross.
· Charlotte Flair vs. Mia Yim: Like most people, I'm not a fan of Flair being the NXT Women's Champion and haven't been since WrestleMania 36. That said, NXT is making the most of it so far and this was a quality contest. As they've brought up before, Flair and Yim have history from several years ago and thus they had a simple story to work with. Yim scored plenty of offense before eating defeat, so the outcome didn't bother me. Yim is a bit more expendable compared to some of the other women in the division like Io Shirai and Tegan Nox. When Flair starts beating those ladies decisively, then I'll have a bigger program with this whole thing. I honestly think it does more damage to the division than it does to help it, but we'll see where it goes.
This Week's Low Points
· Nia Jax vs. Shayna Baszler vs. Asuka: I'm not sure why this Triple Threat was advertised in advance if it never ended up happening. They nearly went through with it but brawled around ringside instead. I get that WWE wants to keep everyone looking strong with Money in the Bank next weekend, but it was silly to promote this in the first place. All three women are heels and it was never going to be entertaining. It just felt like a waste of time. Jax just recently returned, but her being away for a year doesn't change how terrible she is in the ring. Here's hoping the other women can carry her through the Money in the Bank Ladder match.
· Jinder Mahal vs. Akira Tozawa: It's no secret that I'm not a Jinder Mahal fan in the slightest and I honestly couldn't care less that he's back, but good for him for healing up and getting healthy. The main reason why this is in the "Low Points" column is because Tozawa was the wrong guy to be fed to Mahal seeing as how he's a part of the Interim NXT Cruiserweight Championship Tournament at the moment. There was no excuse for him to be in this spot where there are countless Performance Center athletes could have taken the loss.
· Liv Morgan vs. Ruby Riott: The sole saving grave of this was that Morgan didn't fall victim to 50/50 booking and instead scored a second straight win over Riott. The issue is that their first match wasn't anything special and I don't think many people were clamoring for a rematch. Congrats to Morgan for building more momentum and showing signs of improvement, but I'm not too optimistic about Riott's immediate future. She returned from a long layoff earlier this year but has been completely wasted since then.
· The New Day vs. The Forgotten Sons: It's painfully apparent that WWE is trying to make people care about Forgotten Sons and The Lucha House Party by having them defeat New Day and The Miz and John Morrison. I appreciate the effort, but these wins aren't going to mean anything unless Lucha House Party and Forgotten Sons remain relevant after their tag title shot at Money in the Bank. As a match, this was perfectly fine, but Forgotten Sons continue to bore me to tears.
· Bray Wyatt and Braun Strowman: These two had another decent verbal exchange on Friday's SmackDown, but they're quickly running out of material to work with. Everyone is aware that Wyatt recruited Strowman into The Wyatt Family five years ago, but that's where their history ends. They had barely crossed paths until recently, so it's about time that they take their feud to the next level. They'll be going face-to-face for the first time next week and maybe that's where things will intensify, but as of now, this rivalry hasn't lived up to the hype. I still believe Strowman will win at Money in the Bank since Wyatt will be the Firefly Fun House version of himself and not The Fiend, but if this storyline is supposed to extend into the summer, they need to switch it up.
