Week of May 30, 2015
Match of the Week: John Cena vs. Zack Ryder - Raw, May 25
Yes, you read that correctly: Zack Ryder is involved in the latest Match of the Week. This wasn't a great match by any stretch of the imagination, and certainly not as good as some of Cena's other U.S. Open matches, but quite honestly there weren't many other viable candidates to rival it. Raw and SmackDown were more focused on building to Elimination Chamber on Sunday instead of delivering strong in-action, while NXT didn't feature much of note on Wednesday night. Given that it was the final wrestling show in the Nassau Coliseum, it was only appropriate that Ryder was prominently featured on the show in some way, so I was ecstatic to see him accept Cena's open challenge to an awesome reaction from his broskis in his hometown of Long Island. Granted, we all knew he had no chance of walking away with the gold, but that didn't hinder my enjoyment of the bout. It was a fun showcase for Ryder, who even managed to hit his finisher on his longtime friend and pull an impressive 450 Splash out of his arsenal. Woo woo woo, you know it! 

Superstar of the Week: Kevin Owens
Normally I'm not fond of naming someone Superstar of the Week two weeks in a row because I like switching it up, but there is absolutely no way I couldn't give the award to Kevin Owens again this time around. From Raw to SmackDown to even NXT, he shined on all three of WWE's biggest programs this past week in addition to reportedly getting signed to a main roster contract on Friday. Following John Cena's successful United States Championship defense against Zack Ryder on Raw, Owens made his presence felt by blindsiding Cena and taking him out for a second straight week. He followed the attack up with a dominant win over Solomon Crowe on NXT, and the next night on SmackDown, he cut a great promo on his upcoming encounter with Cena. If he wins at Elimination Chamber, he will have had a perfect week. 

Show of the Week: Monday Night Raw, May 25
As previously noted, this week was all about hyping up Elimination Chamber this Sunday, not about delivering strong shows from an entertainment standpoint. Raw, NXT and SmackDown were all good for the most part, but nothing going out of your way to see. That said, I'd certainly say Raw was the best of the bunch this week. Not only did WWE have two weeks between pay-per-views, but this week's Raw also fell on Memorial Day, so they had their work cut out for them going into the episode. All things considered, they delivered a rather enjoyable show highlighted by a fun John Cena U.S. open (as always) and the Dean Ambrose angle (more on that below). Other than that, there wasn't much to write home about, but there didn't need to be. WWE already has me sold on Sunday's show with all that's being promised and I have high expectations for it. There hasn't been a truly bad edition of Raw since before WrestleMania, and with everything else going on in the world of wrestling right now, it's a great time to be a wrestling fan. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Rusev and Lana: Please note that I'm still not in favor of breaking these two up so soon, but on the bright side, it's been very well done so far. I liked the way everything unfolded with them last week and this week was no different. The back-and-forth on the mic during Raw was excellent and showed their respective ranges as performers. Rusev making up with Lana only to force her to apologize for her actions was priceless and Lana fired back by standing up for herself against Rusev. Granted, it all but confirms that they're no in cahoots after all and the injury Rusev suffered on Thursday's SmackDown doesn't help matters, but I enjoyed their interaction for what it was.
· Sheamus vs. Dolph Zigger: Did you expect anything less than a great match from Sheamus and Ziggler? The interference from Rusev was only inevitable, bu everything before that was excellent. They never cease to deliver when they're against each other and it also served as a nice preview of what we're in for on Sunday. All that being said, it's time for these two to go their separate ways. I enjoy their matches as much as the next guy, but they've accomplished everything they could in this feud and I'm all for both competitors moving on to fresh feuds. Hopefully this was the blow-off for the foreseeable future.
· Cesaro and Tyson Kidd vs. The Lucha Dragons: While this wasn't the match these two teams are capable of having, it was still quite good. It's one of the bigger matches that can be done in the tag team division right now, so I would've rather it been saved for down the line. Regardless, it succeeded in hyping the upcoming WWE Tag Team Championship Elimination Chamber match. One question, though: why was the Lumberjack stipulation necessary? It was pretty pointless since they never ended up interfering or doing anything at all for that matter.
· Kevin Owens vs. Solomon Crowe: The way Crowe has been utilized thus far in his NXT run concerns me. He hasn't been a real chance to go out to the ring and showcase his skills. Him interrupting Owens in the opening segment of Wednesday's show was the closest he came to doing something noteworthy, but I don't want him to become an enhancement talent. Still, this match was all about Owens, who scored yet another dominant win while Crowe sold well for his offense.
· Bayley vs. Emma: The match was good (still significantly better than anything we see from the ladies on the main roster) and I liked it, but what earned it a spot in the "Highlights" column was Emma's awesome character development. Yes, the ladies of NXT are amazing, but why do you think that is? They're incredible athletes much like the Divas of Raw and SmackDown, but their character development is what makes them different. Emma was so criminally underused on the main roster that a return to NXT was necessary, and seeing her dropping the dancing shtick and debuting new entrance music was an encouraging step in the right direction.
This Week's Low Points
· Dean Ambrose gets arrested: Initially, I didn't mind the angle and I still don't a few days later, but I can see why people didn't enjoy it. Let's face it: it was something you'd see during the Attitude Era and Ambrose was playing the role of Stone Cold Steve Austin. It's a role he plays well, but I want Ambrose to be himself, not a second coming of The Texas Rattlesnake. He has to establish his own identity and to do that, WWE can't repeat stuff fans were familiar with from a decade and a half ago. Fans criticized it for being a predictable conclusion to Monday's Raw and while it definitely was, I'd rather have what we got instead of the cliche contract signing. 
· The New Day compete in a Handicap match: I could write a whole book about storyline inconsistencies in WWE, but this one in particular bothered me more than usual. I understand the story they're trying to tell with The New Day being up against the odds inside the Elimination Chamber, but a heel authority figure putting a heel faction in a lopsided Handicap match made no sense whatsoever. The match barely even got started before they went to commercial break and once they returned, it was essentially over. Don't even get me started on The New Day helping out The Authority on SmackDown like nothing ever happened.
· Paige vs. Tamina Snuka: I've never had anything against Tamina and am glad she's back after a long layoff, but she's really been off her game in recent weeks. The match against Brie Bella two weeks was total garbage and this match wasn't much better. Of course, there's only so much they could do in a few minutes, but Paige managed to have a better bout with Naomi on SmackDown in the same amount of time. Worse yet, making one of the challengers to the Divas Championship lose before the pay-per-view was a head-scratching decision as well.
· King Barrett vs. R-Truth: Very rarely do I yell at the television over the result of a match. This was one of those times. I guess it was my fault for actually believing that WWE was going to right by Barrett after having him win the King of the Ring tournament, but I had hope this was going to be his time. I'm fully aware that one loss doesn't kill someone's momentum, but when it's to R-Truth, it tends to do so. And who is going to take Truth seriously as a threat in the Chamber even after this win?
· Ryback vs. Rusev: I don't blame the competitors all that much since injuries happen and Rusev's just so happened to come at a terrible time. Even before Rusev got injured, though, the match wasn't anything special. Perhaps it was going to reach the next gear before the abrupt and awkward finish, but other than that, it was a disappointment considering how good some of their past matches were. I still hold out hope that they'll wrap up their long-running rivalry at some point, but I don't have full faith in WWE. Also, here's wishing Rusev a speedy recovery, but he could use the time off following his string of losses to John Cena and his loss of Lana.
