Week of May 30, 2020

Match of the Week:
Matt Riddle vs. Timothy Thatcher (NXT, May 27)
I had no idea what to expect from this "Fight Pit" match, but it ended up being an absolute blast. Then again, Matt Riddle and Timothy Thatcher ripped it up the last time they squared off one-on-one, so I guess I shouldn't have been surprised. They beat the holy hell out of each other and made it feel like a legitimate fight. Even Kurt Angle, who served as the special guest referee, played his role well. I'd definitely be down for more of these in the future if it's with the right people. With the loss, Riddle is off to SmackDown, where he should thrive if handled properly.
Superstar of the Week:
Apollo Crews
After almost five years under the WWE banner, Apollo Crews scored his first taste of gold in the company this past Monday on Raw when he beat Andrade for the United States Championship. To say it's been a long time coming and well deserved would be an understatement, as it never made any sense to me why WWE wasn't already pushing him toward title contention. He's an excellent athlete, and with this win, he's finally gotten his just due. Here's hoping he can have a memorable reign and be positioned as a fighting champion.
Show of the Week:
Friday Night SmackDown, May 29
For the second straight week, SmackDown was a treat to watch on Friday night. I don't know if they're trying to take the blue brand in a different direction or what, but either way, I'm happy with how entertaining the shows have been lately. This week's episode once had a heavy focus on the Intercontinental Championship Tournament and featured quality matches from the women in addition to Shorty G and Cesaro. The two hours felt concise and efficient with minimal (if any) filler. I'm actually looking forward to seeing what next week's show has in store.
Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· WWE's new "crowds": It was about time WWE started using their own performers as an audience for their shows. Did they get the idea from AEW? Sure, but it was the correct call to make and I'm honestly surprised it's taken them this long to do it. The NXT Superstars and Performance Center recruits really added to the atmosphere of Raw, SmackDown and NXT this week and made them more enjoyable. AEW does it better in my opinion, but it's still a step in the right direction, so I can't complain. I'm not terribly fond of the plexiglass, but I understand it's there to eventually separate the wrestlers from the fans.
· Kevin Owens vs. Angel Garza: Although they weren't given a ton of time, I really liked how this played out. Garza has lost some of his momentum since debuting on the main roster earlier this year, so it was imperative for him to get back on track by taking out a notable name. Owens was the perfect person for the job. Garza attacking him before their bout gave Owens an out for losing and resulted in a huge victory for Garza. The match was entertaining while it lasted and I'm looking forward to an eventual rematch.
· Daniel Bryan vs. Sheamus: As excited as I was to see Bryan vs. Jeff Hardy in the semifinals of the Intercontinental Championship Tournament, this ended up being a very good match. Bryan and Sheamus have had quality chemistry for years, and while they have had countless matches against each other since 2011, at least they never cease to deliver. Jeff Hardy distracting Sheamus and costing him the victory furthers their feud and likely sets the stage for them to face off again at the Backlash pay-per-view.
· Lacey Evans vs. Sonya Deville: Props to Evans and Deville for taking a match I didn't have high hopes for going in and making me care. This was terrific stuff from both ladies. The intensity was an awesome touch and I loved how they worked with a sense of urgency. I'm usually not a fan of non-finishes, but the double count-out allows them to go back to this bout at some point. Evans has been impressive as a babyface while Deville has been knocking it out of the park on her own.
· Shorty G vs. Cesaro: I hate referring to Chad Gable by that stupid name, but it's what WWE currently calls him, and for the sake of clarity, that's what I have to write down. On the bright side, this was a tremendously fun sprint from two of SmackDown's most underappreciated performers, and I'm not taking about being underappreciated by the audience. It feels like everyone is aware of how great these guys are except for the company itself. Maybe this match reminded officials of that fact. I'm glad to see Gable not only back after a brief layoff but also picking up a win. Gable vs. Shinsuke Nakamura looks to be next and that could be a blast as well if it's given the time it deserves. Gable getting another shot at super stardom is long overdue.
· Kushida vs. Drake Maverick vs. Jake Atlas: The outcome of this contest was genuinely unpredictable and that was what made it must-see. They worked very well together and kept things interesting throughout. I was fully expecting Maverick's story to conclude with a loss here, but he actually found a way to win. That means it will be him taking on El Hijo del Fantasma in the finals of this Cruiserweight title tournament, which has serious potential.
This Week's Low Points
· The IIconics attack Alexa Bliss and Nikki Cross: It was teased last week that The IIconics aren't on the same page when Peyton Royce slapped Billie Kay backstage, and although they seemingly patched up their differences here, I'm sure that will come back to bite them eventually and will lead them to potentially going their separate ways. I don't care about The IIconics as it is, but I'll care even less about them if they were to break up. This segment wasn't too bad as I thought Cross' passionate promo was terrific (albeit slightly random), but it certainly didn't make me want to see the two teams face off in a rematch any time soon.
· Charlotte Flair vs. Nia Jax vs. Natalya: There was zero reason for this bout to be booked. I guess it's better than Jax beating Asuka in non-title action in order for her to earn a shot at the Raw Women's Championship, but Flair and Natalya didn't deserve to be involved. Flair is already the NXT Women's Champion and should be exclusive to NXT for the time being, while Natalya hasn't won a meaningful match in over six months. Plus, Jax and Asuka were already feuding, so the outcome was never in doubt for anyone.
· Jeff Hardy "arrested": To WWE's credit, this made for an intriguing opening to SmackDown on Friday night. It made you want to keep watching to see what would happen next. I realized what they were going for with this based off the story they've been telling with Hardy since he returned recently, but it was a mildly uncomfortable angle knowing his issues are barely behind him, not to mention how WWE virtually did nothing to discipline him upon his multiple arrests last year. I didn't hate this, but I can understand why others did.
· Moment of Bliss with The New Day: The match between Sasha Banks and Alexa Bliss was fine and served to set up the WWE Women's Tag Team Championship clash for next week's SmackDown, but the Moment of Bliss segment that preceded it was completely pointless. New Day said nothing of note aside from somewhat hinting at having The Forgotten Sons in their sights. For the record, that isn't a program that interests me in the slightest, but then again, who else is there?
· Adam Cole vs. Velveteen Dream announced for NXT TakeOver: In Your House: Ugh. I'm sorry but I have minimal desire to see this match again for the NXT Championship, let alone in the main event of the next TakeOver special. Their first match earlier this month wasn't anything special and, to be honest, Dream has never felt colder. A big part of his gimmick involves playing off a live crowd, but it's worth noting he wasn't lighting the world on fire even when there were fans in attendance earlier this year. He's the wrong person to end Cole's near-one-year reign as NXT Champion and, in my opinion, Keith Lee would be a better option. Dream feels like he's outgrown the NXT Championship and would be better suited on the main roster at this point.
· Rhea Ripley and Io Shirai vs. Charlotte Flair and Chelsea Green: From a booking standpoint, I have no idea why you would have Flair pin Shirai so close to TakeOver. Needless to say, Ripley and Shirai have lost a lot of their luster from before WrestleMania 36 and this latest loss for them doesn't help matters. As for Flair, she has been incredibly overexposed the last month or two and needs to drop the NXT Women's Championship as soon as next Sunday.
