WEEK OF MAY 3, 2014
MATCH OF THE WEEK: BRAY WYATT VS. SHEAMUS - MAIN EVENT, APRIL 30
As great as his gimmick is and as amazingly dedicated as he is to his character, Bray Wyatt is highly underrated as an in-ring competitor, in my opinion. He's proved in matches with Daniel Bryan and The Shield in the past that he can in fact go toe-to-toe with anyone he squares off against. He showed once again how good of a wrestler he truly is in his match against Sheamus on the April 30 edition of Main Event. Given the similar styles of the two, I had high hopes for the matchup when it was initially announced and it definitely did not disappoint. The two brawled for a good portion of the contest and brought out the best of each other. The action was very entertaining and physical. After a distraction from the other Wyatt Family members at ringside, the cult leader capitalized and scored the three count over Sheamus. It was a big win for Wyatt, and regardless of how directionless The Celtic Warrior is at the moment, he's always one to count on for an awesome match. 

SUPERSTAR OF THE WEEK: BRAY WYATT
Along with The Shield, The Wyatt Family has been one of the most consistently entertaining acts in WWE since their debut last July. Bray Wyatt has been so great as a character that he has made any program he's been involved in worth watching, and his current feud with John Cena has been no different. He took part in one of the most memorable segments in recent Raw history this past Monday night, bringing out a chorus of children to mock Cena by singing "He's got the whole world in his hands" as Cena stood in the ring surrounded by the steel cage. Two days later, Wyatt scored a major victory over Sheamus on WWE Main Event, following it up with a win in six-man tag team action over The Celtic Warrior and The Usos on SmackDown. 

SHOW OF THE WEEK: WWE NXT, MAY 1
The main focus of this week's programming in WWE was to build toward the Extreme Rules pay-per-view on Sunday. Aside from a boring second hour, Monday Night Raw was rather enjoyable. From the awesome opening segment to the fun tag team championship match to even Hugh Jackman's appearance, there was a lot to like about Raw this week and it definitely furthered my interest for the upcoming event. Friday Night SmackDown was solid and even WWE Main Event was pretty good, but the show that entertained me the most was NXT. The last few episodes of NXT haven't been anything special, but this week's edition was all-around awesome and it was hard to find anything really wrong with it. Sure, the Natayla vs. Layla match was lackluster, but even that was bad enough to take away from the show. Tyson Kidd vs. Bo Dallas, Sasha Banks vs. Bayley and the NXT Championship main event were all great and had me looking forward to the NXT: Takeover special on May 29. 

OTHER NOTABLE HIGHLIGHTS AND LOW POINTS
THIS WEEK'S HIGHLIGHTS
· Bray Wyatt mocks John Cena: What an amazing all-around segment. Cena played his role perfectly by asking why the fans were turning against him, and Wyatt was of course fantastic here as well. The chorus of kids was a nice touch and them wearing sheep masks surrounding Cena in the ring was a great visual. Yes, Cena telling jokes in his backstage segment later on in the night took away from it (big time), but this kicked off Raw on a high note.
· The Usos vs. Curtis Axel and Ryback: I fully expected to see this match take place at Extreme Rules, or at least see it end in a no contest to set up the need for a no disqualification rematch at the event. Nevertheless, it was a very fun match with the story being told that one of the Usos was injured and they had to battle back to retain the titles. I'm no fan of Ryback and Axel as a team, but they sold well here and there were points where I actually thought they might win. Nicely done.
· Rob Van Dam vs. Cesaro: Of the two semifinal tournament matches on Raw, I enjoyed the one between Bad News Barrett and Sheamus more, but this was a still a good match. It was clunky at certain points, but I felt like they were holding back more than anything else. That could be due to the fact that they'll probably work a match against each other at Extreme Rules, which would explain the count-out finish here.
· Hugh Jackman, Dolph Ziggler and Damien Sandow: I realize that a lot of viewers didn't like this segment and thought it was terrible, but personally, it was a guilty pleasure for me. That might be because I really enjoyed Jackman's last appearance on Raw with Zack Ryder in 2011, but even still, he always seems happy to be there and his exchange with Sandow was harmless comedy.
· Bad News Barrett vs. Rob Van Dam: A solid match to conclude a great Intercontinental Championship tournament. Most viewers figured Barrett was going over, but they still worked a good match with some nice spots thrown in. The interference from Cesaro and Jack Swagger was logical and it set up their Triple Threat match for Extreme Rules. Not much of an issue has been established between Swagger and RVD as of now, but Swagger being mad at RVD for turning down Zeb Colter's offer to be a part of The Real Americans at least makes some sense.
· Bayley vs. Sasha Banks: Never did I ever think I'd enjoy a match featuring two NXT Divas more than a match featuring two very good workers from the main roster. They've had a lot of matches against each other as of late, but this was their best bout yet and Banks looked good coming out of it. I love the idea of a tournament being held to crown a new NXT Women's Champion, though I wish Bayley would have lasted longer in the tourney than she did. On a side note, her new entrance with the inflatable tube men reeks of awesomeness.
· Adrian Neville vs. Brodus Clay: This wasn't a home run of a matchup and it certainly could have used more time, but I enjoyed it for what it was. Clay was the monster he should have been from the start and Neville was the underdog that he is being booked to be. The no disqualification stipulation was unnecessary, but it was still a nice match. The Clay-Neville feud basically lasted as long as this match did.
· United States Championship match: Anyone who's been complaining about Dean Ambrose's lack of defenses as U.S. champ can now stop. Anyway, it was an entertaining Fatal 4-Way that was much better than expected. I thought it'd be a glorified Handicap match, but the heels turned on one another quicker than I thought they would. Ambrose looked like a star at the end, as did the rest of The Shield.
THIS WEEK'S LOW POINTS
· Sheamus vs. Titus O'Neil: I will say that having O'Neil decimate Sheamus before (and during) the match caught my attention more than if they were to have a straight up squash match, but what was this supposed to accomplish? Unless they're set to feud, and I don't believe they are, this was pointless. O'Neil deserves better, and Sheamus has been directionless for the longest time. There's no doubt in my mind that he needs to turn heel as soon as possible.
· Alexander Rusev vs. Xavier Woods/R-Truth: I appreciate the effort taken to make the Handicap match at Extreme Rules mean something, but does anyone honestly care? Woods and Truth got the better of Rusev on Raw and SmackDown, which I was fine with, but doing the same thing on both shows with Rusev winning via disqualification was not creative whatsoever. Woods, more so than Truth, needs to get away from Rusev and move on to something new given how many times we've seen them face off in recent months.
· 3MB vs. Los Matadores: It's the match we've seen a million times before and it never gets any better. Obviously, the only purpose this match served was to hype the WeeLC match for the Extreme Rules Kickoff between Hornswoggle and El Torito. If nothing else, 3MB actually won a match for once, so there's that. JBL's calling of their victory was hilarious.
· WeeLC match contract signing: I have no problem with El Torito and Hornswoggle facing off at Extreme Rules, but why give their contract signing several minutes when other segments on SmackDown were cut short (no pun intended)? It's mind boggling to me. The Hornswoggle and El Torito feud is complete comedy and shouldn't take up time that can be used for things that actually need it. The fans wanted to see 'Swoggle and Torito get physical, but this whole segment was a waste of time.
· Ric Flair: A lot of people had been clamoring for Ric Flair to come back to reunite with Evolution, and while it was cool to see him alongside his old stablemates, his return to Raw was extremely awkward. I liked his endorsement of The Shield, but his mic work was poor and it didn't pack the punch it should have. Perhaps returning on the go-home show was bad timing, but if he isn't coming back to serve a purpose (and I don't want to see him managing), then there's no point in bringing him back at all.
· Natalya vs. Layla: I was very surprised that the Bayley vs. Sasha Banks match ended up being better than this bout. Both Natalya and Layla are very good workers, but they didn't click here. The match was sloppy and Layla's dancing gimmick limits her abilities. Furthermore, I know they needed to fill out the tournament with main roster members, but why have them face each other in the quarterfinals?
· Rob Van Dam vs. Jack Swagger: How in the blue hell did the WeeLC match contract signing get more time than this match? It was on its way to being a good match, but it was far too short to mean anything. Cesaro's post-match attack on RVD furthered his momentum going into Extreme Rules, but it didn't give viewers much of a reason to care about their upcoming Triple Threat match with nothing on the line.
