Week of May 5, 2018
Match of the Week: Seth Rollins vs. Finn Balor: Intercontinental Championship Match - Raw, April 30
If it wasn't already evident, Seth Rollins and Finn Balor have amazing chemistry together, both on the mic and especially in the ring. They have consistently brought the best out of each other over the past few months, and their latest clash for the Intercontinental Championship on Monday's Raw was no exception. Balor was determined to take the title off Rollins six days before Backlash, and to his credit, he came close on a number of occasions. The final stretch was spectacular and solidified Rollins as a fighting champion, whereas I'm wondering what's next for Balor. 

Superstar of the Week: Samoa Joe
Is there a better talker in WWE right now than Samoa Joe? The answer is a resounding no. While he was doing just fine on Raw prior to the Superstar Shake-up, he seems to be even more motivated since moving to SmackDown Live, and already he feels like a top player on the brand. On Tuesday, he put current WWE Champion AJ Styles on notice by announcing his intentions to vie for the prestigious prize after Backlash. His promo commanded the attention of the audience and reminded the masses just how talented of a talker he truly is. Look for Joe to be holding gold before long. 

Show of the Week: WWE SmackDown Live, May 1
We are barely two weeks removed from the Superstar Shake-up and SmackDown Live so far feels like a much stronger show than it was even a month ago. This past week's edition may not have been a home run (it didn't make me any more excited for Backlash than I was before), but there were several entertaining matches and segments that helped the two hours fly by. SmackDown clearly knows what its identity is by this point in all divisions, and I assume the quality of the show will only improve once Backlash is done with and we see more fresh faces on the program. 

Other Notable Highlights and Low Points
This Week's Highlights
· Braun Strowman, Bobby Lashley and Roman Reigns vs. Kevin Owens, Sami Zayn and Jinder Mahal: The show-opening segment that set this match up for later in the night on Raw was as formulaic as it gets, but the Canadian crowd was really what made it special with their raucous reactions for Owens and Zayn. The same can be said for this matchup: they turned an ordinary six-man tag team match into an absolute blast of a bout with their enthusiasm. Not once did they try to hijack the show. I didn't understand why Owens had to lose clean by pinfall, but perhaps we'll see on Sunday what this could be leading to.
· Sasha Banks vs. Ruby Riott: I honestly expected this to be total throwaway; not because the women aren't great but rather because I thought they would barely get any time to have the match they're capable of. Surprisingly enough, Banks and Riott didn't seem to be restricted in the slightest and thus they had an excellent encounter. I could have done without the interference toward the end, but I assume that was done to protect Banks in defeat and send the message that she needs Bayley to back her up (ugh).
· Charlotte Flair, Asuka and Becky Lynch vs. Carmella and The IIconics: Similar to the six-man tag team match from Raw, this shouldn't been anything out of the ordinary, yet the atmosphere for it in Montreal helped tremendously. The Charlotte vs. Carmella feud has exceeded my expectations up to this point and this matchup effectively furthered their feud. Meanwhile, Asuka, Lynch and The IIconics played their roles well, though I'm left wondering whether more is in store for Lynch than what we saw here, including a potential a heel turn being on the horizon.
· Jeff Hardy and Randy Orton vs. The Miz and Shelton Benjamin: This is one of the issues with Backlash taking place so close after the Shake-up, because there are no established issues between Hardy and Orton at all. Of course, Orton hit him with an RKO after this tag team match, but that's about it. Nevertheless, I enjoyed this outing between the four Superstars. It received a good chunk of time and the audience was engaged in the action. Benjamin getting pinned was wise, too.
· Pete Dunne vs. Roderick Strong: I loved the first match these two had a few months back and the rematch was equally entertaining. The roles being reversed this time around was interesting and both guys had strong showings. I didn't have a problem with the non-finish because it protected both guys and kept the feud alive between Strong and Undisputed Era, and I'm happy Oney Lorcan and Danny Burch are still involved as well. That should lead to a fun six-man tag team match at some point, and when that isn't enough to beat Undisputed Era, Dunne should look to reunite with Tyler Bate and Trent Seven as British Strong Style. That would be a hell of a matchup for TakeOver: Chicago.
This Week's Low Points
· Bobby Roode vs. Elias: For the second straight week, Roode and Elias are leading my list of "Low Points." Look, I like both guys, but this is not a feud that excites me whatsoever. Their initial outing didn't impress me, and the rematch was hardly an improvement. The matches haven't been bad but rather they have been boring. It didn't help that the finish to their matchup on Monday was beyond flat with Roode going throat-first into the turnbuckle post, even if his throat didn't make contact with the post in the replay of the spot. As I've said time and time again, I continue to feel that Roode would be better off as a heel.
· Natalya vs. Mickie James: I can't say I was shocked that this match didn't last longer than two or three minutes after Banks vs. Riott went a while earlier in the evening. It was fine for what it was, but considering who was involved, it could have been so much more. On the bright side, it's cool that Ronda Rousey has had more of a presence on Raw lately than I thought she would. I figured we wouldn't see her until at least SummerSlam season, but the company should definitely save her singles debut for a big pay-per-view.
· Big Cass attack: I noted last week that Big Cass has been an unexpected gem since returning to TV last month and that his promo on Miz TV combined with his showing in the Greatest Royal Rumble got his singles run off to a solid start. However, this was a poor follow-up. He did as well as he could have with his promo on SmackDown Live, but the material was simply lousy. The attack on the little person dressed as Daniel Bryan was weak was well. If nothing else, he elicited fantastic heat from the audience in this segment, so it's nice that he's genuinely despised by the fans.
· Backlash hype: WWE tried their best to build toward Backlash on Raw and SmackDown this week, but to no avail. On paper, the card certainly has promise. However, WWE should have put more thought into their placement of Greatest Royal Rumble on the schedule so soon after WrestleMania, which was also five hours long. To hold another event the subsequent weekend is content overkill in my opinion, and most of the matches were thrown together on a whim.
· Kona Reeves vs. Patrick Scott: I realize it was only one match, but I could tell from the vignettes hyping his re-debut on NXT TV that I wasn't going to be a fan of the gimmick, and sure enough, I'm not. It feels extremely low-rent, which I would be fine with if he was anything special in the ring. Based off this bout, however, he isn't. He has apparently been under contract for three and a half years, but I don't think this will be a Tyler Breeze situation where he lands on a character that sticks. This "Finest" shtick doesn't have a long shelf life, but I'm willing to give it more time and see if he overachieves. Otherwise, I'm left questioning why he's being promoted to TV over a guy like Donovan Dijakwho, who has been ready.
